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Child population in Hong Kong decreased
at an average annual rate of 1.2%

over the past 30 years
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Proportion of children aged 5 and over being
able to read and write both Chinese and
English and being able to speak English/Putonghua
were significantly higher than those of
all persons aged 5 and over
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Ethnic composition of the child population was
similar to that of the whole population,

with of children being Chinese
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Over 60% of children living in
private permanent housing
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Sha Tin district had the largest share
of children, whereas Islands district had
the highest proportion of children
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Number and proportion of children!”, 1991 - 2021
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A1 10 FRFHEEF Overall 1070 1059
BEE (5E) -0.2 0
Average annual growth rate “l
over the past 10 years (%) 2.4
1991 £ 2021 FLHEEF 28AR 939 910
wERZ (Fo=R) Whole population
Average annual growth rate - 1 . 2

from 1991 to 2021 (%)
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(2) MRt ERIESUBEET T E LA OEHNLLE -

Notes: (1) In this article, children refer to population aged under 18. To facilitate more concrete analyses of the
characteristics of the local child population, foreign domestic helpers are excluded from all analyses
related to children (including comparisons against the whole population) presented in this article.

(2) Sex ratio is defined as the number of males per 1000 females in the population.

EERAEAQERE 0 FFYBETE1.2%

Child population in Hong Kong decreased at an average annual rate of 1.2% over

the past 30 years

EBNEBKFEERE 30 F2ERTHRNBE -
BERAREADEHAFEHEFTH1.2%
B 1991 #1399 792 ATHZE 2021 £
967 679 A @ 2B AOMLEBIIRE 24.9% T
BZE 13.6% °
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Hong Kong's fertility showed a declining trend over the past
30 years. The child population in Hong Kong decreased at an
average annual rate of 1.2% during the period, from 1399 792 in
1991 to 967 679 in 2021. Its share of the whole population also
decreased from 24.9% to 13.6%.

The sex composition of the child population can be seen from the
sex ratio. The sex ratios of the child population in all age groups
in 2011 and 2021 were all higher than 1 000, meaning that male
children outnumbered female children across the age groups.
That is because at birth there are more boys than girls.
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Children by ethnicity, 2011 and 2021

1021314 P o0 741
95.3% ’. 4.7%
chin Non-Chi

2021
897 966 69 713

92.8% 7.2%

EIN FEA

Chinese Non-Chinese

o o PIpmp——.
B 33.8% South Asian!
O 11.7% 11.2% 9.6% 15.7% 37.4%
Cg_%) EIEA BEEHEA | EHEA BA Hitg®
| Indian Pakistani Nepalese ||| White / | Others®
T
'|.3%J 5.6%J 2.8% 1.9% 2.8%
HihEm i A L2 FEEA BEA  BEA HAEEmMA
Other South Asian®? Filipino Japanese Korean Other Asian
2 (1) REHAEREEFHANBESE  MLLARAREOE BE Notes: (1) According to the classification of territories prepared by the Statistics Division of the United Nations
HiiB - EORM - &M HEMF - MET A FRAEEA Secretariat, South Asian economies include India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan,
Ko HREIENER  AXER [BEHAL] HHFURENE Bhutan, Iran and Maldives. Owing to limitations of data, figures related to "South Asians" in this article
BERE - only include the first five ethnic groups.
(2) TR EEAL ] B TEMEAl & [HE@FAL © (2) “Other South Asian” include “Bangladeshi” and “Sri-Lankan".
Q) BFBERBEZE—EEKRHAL - (3) Figures include persons who reported more than one ethnicity.

AREAONERSRE2EBAOMNEE > 928% B5FA

Ethnic composition of the child population was similar to that of the whole population,
with 92.8% of children being Chinese

21 2021 > REAOMNEKREEBEZEBAD In 2021, the ethnic composition of the child population was

WIEE - 92.8% BEA  HABEIEAOAL  similar to that of the whole population, with 92.8% of children

BE 10 FETY ERMFETREAEAS being Chinese. Although the overall child population decreased

50741 EAZ 69713 ° over the past 10 years, the population of non-Chinese children
increased from 50 741 to 69 713 in the same period.

22 HEHEFREF BEZHNEFTDESALT > AHA  Amongnon-Chinese children, South Asians, Whites and Filipinos
FIERBEA DRMGEHFEFTREN 33.8% had the largest population size and constituted 33.8%, 15.7% and
15.7% F 5.6% ° 5.6% of all non-Chinese children respectively.

23 HAHUIBREF HEARS  HIFEFRE  Among South Asian children, Indians had the largest population
W11.7% EXxEEEEBAA (11.2%) FRE size and constituted 11.7% of all non-Chinese children, which
HEA (9.6%) - was followed by Pakistanis (11.2%) and Nepalese (9.6%).
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By 5 R A EREL B

Proportion of children aged 5 and over being able to read and write both Chinese and English and
proportion of children aged 5 and over!” being able to speak selected languages/dialects by age group, 2021
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Able to read and write
both Chinese and English

Able to speak Cantonese
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Able to speak English
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Able to speak Putonghua
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Note: (1) Excluding mute persons.

RERRREREBRXREMRERES / HEFEO S MR LRSS

HAERERSBERLULAONES

Proportion of children aged 5 and over being able to read and write both Chinese and
English and being able to speak English/Putonghua were significantly higher
than those of all persons aged 5 and over

£ 2021 % - 88.7% B 5 m R U £ REREERF
MEREEPXREN  PEENEE 5 &R
LEAOKLES (63.8%) -

REREARDW SBEIBR12EE 175
K REIEELHF 25 A 85.0% & 93.2% °

#2021 F - RERLRERGE ~ WENEBEZEN 55
RUERELADH R 95.6% ~ 91.1% &
69.9% ° B 1 RE R S5 A B 5E A9 52 E L B
EERER S mRULEAOKWEELS (55
7 57.7% & 56.5%) °

RERARNIN S BE11 BRNRERHE
Rt  REENEEFENOLA2BE 95.4% -
88.9% & 64.5% ' M 12 B E 17 BN REM
FELL B2 B E 96.0% ~ 93.8% & 76.5%

In 2021, 88.7% of children aged 5 and over were able to read and
write both Chinese and English. The proportion was significantly
higher than that for all persons aged 5 and over (63.8%).

Analysed by age group, the corresponding proportions of those
aged 5-11 and aged 12-17 were 85.0% and 93.2%.

In 2021, 95.6%, 91.1% and 69.9% of children aged 5 and over
could speak Cantonese, English and Putonghua respectively.
The proportions of children who could speak English and
Putonghua were significantly higher than the corresponding
proportions for all persons aged 5 and over, which were 57.7%
and 56.5% respectively.

Analysed by age group, the proportions of those aged 5-11
who were able to speak Cantonese, English and Putonghua
were 95.4%, 88.9% and 64.5% respectively, whereas the
corresponding proportions of those aged 12-17 were 96.0%,
93.8% and 76.5% respectively.
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04 2011 £ K 2021 FEARFKEFTFNRENIERIFER

Housing and household characteristics of children in domestic households, 2011 and 2021

30.5% 13.6% |95.1% 0.9%

(A
She
M cChildren

31.1% 17.6% 50.4%
[ 1 _JECye

(J
'. Whole Population

5% 7} o &

0.9%

NEREER EPREEMER BAKAMEER Hity
Public rental housing Subsidised home Private permanent housing Others
m ownership housing

26.8% 1.2%
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Distribution of domestic
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households by number Number of children 2011
]: of children, 2011 and 2021 /
68.2% 75.3%
X/ 8 20.2% 14.7%
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BoRREREELAKRKANEE

Over 60% of children living in private permanent housing

41 FE 2021 £ 8 6 RREFEETEMAKAME  Over 60% of children living in private permanent housing in 2021,
B HHsZEBAOSHNOEEIE - about 9 percentage points higher than the overall population.

42 EREMXREMXEFH 2011 £/ 31.8% FHKZE  The proportion of domestic households with children decreased
2021 FH24.7% - AE—ARENREXEFL  from 31.8% in 2011 to 24.7% in 2021. The most significant
BIRIB RSB - B 2011 £ 20.2% F¥.ZE  decrease was observed in domestic households with one child
2021 M 14.7% ° only, from 20.2% in 2011 to 14.7% in 2021.
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Distribution of children by District Council district, 2021

E%ﬁ% o RELLAHI (Eﬁ'a‘tb)
HHE 7 District Council district Proportion(%)
Central and Western Wan Chai BS 16.0
Islands )
2.9% \2:0% nEH, 15.5
HE Kowloon City :
Southern b
- 3.4% Tsuen Wan 14.7
& BE
Eastern Sai Kung 6, 14.4
6.4% 7B TUHA 14.3
. Yuen Long Yuen Long J '
R AL BBE 9.5% R
Yau Tsim Mon i 14.3
u I4 & g Hong Kong Yau Tsim Mong .
o BELLE (‘: o 14.1
- aTin .
wfj;aﬁihsm 14.7% m o
4970/ - Sham Shui Po 14.1
i N s B 13.6
hiE ae North '
Rk A New Territories
Kowloon kil 13.5
Sham Shui Po 5 55_1 % - Wan Chai .
6.1% 30.2% Tuen Mun g:ﬁthern 13.4
6.7% e
HEER — e 13.4
Kowloon City HhAE
6.1% II Central and Western 13.3
BiE
Kwun Tong 13.2
BiE Y
Kwun Tong Tuen Mun 13.1
9.0% e
. KwZi Tsing 12.6
RE
i'7 h o Eastern 12.3
BEHARA
Wong Tai Sin 1.4
fE L&
“ Land Overall 13.6

EEARERERSHE  mAELHS

Sha Tin district had the largest share
the highest proportion of children

51 71 18 AEZRE2EY BZREFETAYH
E (9.7%) ' EXRaTHE (9.5%) REE
E (9.0%) - Z—7FmH: BFENREHE
AlZ4 (2.0%) o

52 RRAEEZELAONLAELES BEEER

BERESETHIIEMNL (16.0%)  MEXWEA
PR E (11.4%) °

BASESE

of children, whereas Islands district had

Among the 18 District Council districts, Sha Tin district had the
largest share of children (9.7%), followed by Yuen Long district
(9.5%) and Kwun Tong district (9.0%). On the other hand, Wan
Chai district had the smallest number of children (2.0%).

Islands district ranked first among the District Council districts,
in terms of the relative proportion of its population being children
(16.0%]), while Wong Tai Sin district ranked last (11.4%).
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