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Population and average annual growth rate, 1961 - 2021
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Hong Kong population more than doubled over past 60 years
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The result of the 2021 Population Census shows that the Hong
Kong Resident Population in mid-2021 was 7.41 million, more than

doubled that in 1961.

The growth of the population was faster in the 1960s and 1970s.
Population growth slowed down afterwards, with the average
annual population growth rate dropping from 2.6% for 1971-1981
to 0.5% for 2011-2021.
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estimates of Hong Kong. For details about this enumeration approach and the enumeration
approaches adopted in population censuses/by-censuses conducted prior to 2001, please refer
to “Coverage” in Chapter 1 of the “2021 Population Census Main Results” report.

Hong Kong population was ageing rapidly
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The ageing trend in the population continued and the pace of
ageing became faster in the recent years, mainly attributable to the
post-war baby boomers entering old age. The proportion of elderly
persons aged 65 and above in the total population rose from 13.3%
in 2011 to 19.6% in 2021. The increase in this 10-year period was
similar in magnitude to that in the preceding 30-year period (the
proportion increased from 6.6% in 1981 to 13.3% in 2011).

On the other hand, as a result of fertility decline, the number of
children aged under 15 decreased from 1.28 million in 1961 to 0.81
million in 2021. Their proportion in the total population dropped
significantly from 40.8% to 10.9%.

The combined effects of the decreased number of young persons
and the increased number of elderly persons resulted in the
increase of the median age of the population. The median age of
the population increased from 23.2 in 1961 to reach 46.3 in 2021.
The population ageing phenomenon is clearly seen in the 1961 and

2021 population pyramids.
pop Py
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Proportion of population by place of birth and age group, 2011 and 2021
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Over 60% of the population was born in Hong Kong

ANEBREAREBANEBEEN —EEERD - Although migration is an important element of population change

BEFEBHENMAOLBN+2S E8% 105 in Hong Kong, the proportion of population born in Hong Kong is

HIEE 6 Ko EhERM/ B/ &8E4EMA  stillhigh. It maintained at over 60% throughout the past 10 years.

OBl 2011 F8 321% FEBZE 2021 F£H The proportion of persons born in the mainland of China / Macao /

29.9%° B—FH M EHEHM S HEMNA DL Taiwan dropped from 32.1% in 2011 to 29.9% in 2021. On the

ERHAREIMR 7.4% EBZE 8.4% ° other hand, the proportion of persons born elsewhere increased
from 7.4% to 8.4% over the same period.

2021 F -65@mRUALEMWAOSF > 43.0% &  In 2021, among the population aged 65 and over, 43.0% were

EEBHEN - EFBEEMAOLB AL  bornin Hong Kong. Among successively younger age groups,

BEFIRARMFERMAS - BB 25 £ 44 BRTE  the proportions of the population born in Hong Kong increased in

ERBHEMADOLHIE 45 £ 64 BRAMERELLl  general. However, the proportion of the population born in Hong

K- ERHER25Z M4 BMWAOBIETKEN  Kong for those aged 25-44 was lower than that for those aged

EXERI - 45-64, as the population aged 25-44 included a large number of
foreign domestic helpers.
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Sex ratios!""? by age group, 1961 - 2021

wAn
Total population B\ :

TEENEREMIHAD
Population excluding foreign domestic helpers

F AR
Age group 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021 1961 1971 1981 1991 2001 2011 2021
0-14 1083 1047 1079 1084 1073 1073 1062 N.A. N.A. 1079 1084 1073 1073 1062
15-24 1211 1058 1096 1048 985 1006 1028 N.A. N.A. 1098 1066 1059 1042 1049
25-44 1160 1161 1223 1028 872 724 731 N.A. N.A. 1233 1072 968 861 905
45-64 885 1007 1108 1144 1080 932 806 N.A. N.A. 1109 1153 1100 956 849
65+ 423 499 683 784 859 871 887 N.A. N.A. 683 784 859 872 888
O%E—rll 1056 1033 1093 1038 960 876 839 N.A. N.A. 1096 1058 1012 939 9210
vera
R (1) ERFRERT  BUHMERSTEZMAB LR - Notes: (1) The number of males per 1 000 females in the respective age groups.

(2) BfS#EETEE B 2000 5 8 AR - AT [BEAQ] 7% RER
BERHAOMHE - BREEMES ERE 2001 FUAETHADE
&/ FPAOGS IRANSE S F26H (021 FADEEE
BHER) BERE 1 E [Hst@E] -

HRILLEE 80 FRRAKISHE TR

(2) Since August 2000, the “resident population” approach has been adopted to compile the population
estimates of Hong Kong. For details about this enumeration approach and the enumeration
approaches adopted in population censuses/by-censuses conducted prior to 2001, please refer
to “Coverage” in Chapter 1 of the “2021 Population Census Main Results” report.

Sex ratio continued to decline since 1980s
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F1 1144 THRZE 2021 4 806 o RILLERT
KETERAENZMIIEREBIRTEAAL
FRABALITE - MBRIMERERI%E > 2021
FHF 44 FAOMMRILERR 905 45 &
64 B RYEIZ 849 ©

HRZMHEEAREERE - 656 BRI LHAFR
AR B B9 B EE R IF R 1 000 ©

The overall sex ratio (number of males per 1 000 females) for the
Hong Kong population increased from 1 056 in 1961 to 1 093 in
1981. However, it started to decline since then, dropping to 839
in 2021.

In analysing the sex ratio, it is relevant to consider several factors:
(a) at birth there are more boys than girls; (b) there are a large
number of foreign domestic helpers, who are mostly females; (c)
for the new arrivals from the mainland of China, many are wives of
Hong Kong men; and (d) females live longer than males.

For children aged under 15, the sex ratio declined from 1 083 in
1961 to 1 047 in 1971, and then rebounded to 1 079 in 1981. Since
1991, the sex ratio remained stable at 1 062-1 084.

Relatively more significant changes occurred in the age groups of
25-44 and 45-64. Among persons aged 25-44, the sex ratio
dropped from 1 223 in 1981 to 731 in 2021. For persons aged
45-64, the sex ratio dropped from 1 144 in 1991 to 806 in 2021.
The influx of female foreign domestic helpers and new arrivals
from the mainland of China contributed mainly to the fall in the
sex ratios. After excluding foreign domestic helpers, the sex
ratio in 2021 became 905 for those aged 25-44 and 849 for those
aged 45-64.

As females tend to live longer than males, the sex ratio of those
aged 65 and over remained at below 1 000.
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Proportion of never-married population aged 20 - 49 (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by sex and

5.1

age group, 2011 and 2021
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Both women and men were postponing their marriage

BLHYBAEEE > 20 E 49 A ORRKREE
WEBIEBE 10 FEAEMLHA - EEAHIE (M
BIMERRERET) £ 30 & 34 BHEMR 25
Z 29BN IHEPRAEEE 30 & 34 BH#h
REBHOLEHIA 50.0% EAZE 57.8% @ FiF
Z78EESH  M25 F 29 mL BN
BRI 71.4% EFZ 79.6% @ FrigZE 8.1 AR

Both women and men were postponing their marriage. There
had been an increase in the proportion of never-married
population in the ages of 20-49 over the past 10 years. The
increase in proportion (excluding foreign domestic helpers) was
particularly remarkable among males aged 30-34 and females
aged 25-29. The proportion of never-married males aged 30-34
increased by 7.8 percentage points, from 50.0% to 57.8%; and
the corresponding proportion for females aged 25-29 increased
by 8.1 percentage points, from 71.4% to 79.6%.
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