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Domestic Households in Hong Kong
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With low level of fertility,
proportion of households without
children increased significantly

On average two out of five households had
at least one elderly member
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Small households had become
increasingly common
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Single elderly households
increased significantly by

almost 60%

over the past 10 years
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Domestic households, 1961-2021
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Domestic households in Hong Kong grew by 12.9% in the past 10 years, faster than
the population (4.8%)

1.1 BFBXREXFHEMR 2011 £/ 237 B #ZE  The number of domestic households in Hong Kong increased by
2021 #9267 B - #igH 12.9% - BEEMEFE  12.9% from 2.37 million in 2011 to 2.67 million in 2021. Along
ERBNNE REXFWNESFEFEHAHEAE  with the change in the composition of domestic households, the
EHTRE  URRETFHENWERILAO®  average household size declined during the same period,
R (48%) e leading to faster growth of the number of domestic households

than the population (4.8%].
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Distribution of domestic households by household size, 1961-2021
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Small households had become increasingly common

21 PEREFFRAEEEIE - £ 2011 £ 2021 £ Small households have become increasingly common. Between
B —ZZAXEFHEEEREA 42.3% L 48.9% © 2011 and 2021, the proportion of households with one to two
REE () BEEZE . (i) BZAREET  personsincreased from 42.3% to 48.9%, reflecting (i) more people
HRAREE ; & (i) XEBEFREEF - living alone; (ii) more people living apart from their parents after

marriage; and (iii) couples choosing to have no child.

22 MR OARULEMNEFH 2011 £/ 33.4% In contrast, the proportion of households with four persons and
THRZE 2021 £8 27.1% c G L @SR over declined from 33.4% in 2011 to 27.1% in 2021. The combined
REMIE - REEFNEFPHYAEME 2011 &£ effect of these changes was the decline of the average household
B 29 ATRRE 2021 £/ 2.7 A - size from 2.9in 2011 to 2.7 in 2021.
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Distribution of domestic households by number of children aged under 15, 2011 and 2021
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With low level of fertility, proportion of households without children increased significantly
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Hong Kong'’s level of fertility remained at a very low level. The
proportion of domestic households without children aged under 15
increased significantly from 74.6% in 2011 to 78.9% in 2021. For
domestic households with children aged under 15, the average
number of children therein remained at 1.4 over the same period.
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Domestic households with elderly persons aged 65 and over, 2011 and 2021

EFAH
Household size &t
1 2 3 4 5 b+ Overall
2011 119 376 203 240 152 838 99 309 58 648 35210 668 621
(29.5) (34.0) (26.6) (19.8) (27.6) (45.5) (28.2)
2021 188 569 342 940 245 821 133 654 67 429 41943 1020 356
(34.8) (44.7) (38.3) (29.3) (35.1) (54.3) (38.2) 6n

=2 () BRANHTERE 65 mRUELRENEFERBRE—EFARN Note: (1) Figures in brackets represent the proportion of domestic households with elderly persons aged 65 and
KEE(E S PTG LB o over in all domestic households in Hong Kong with the same household size.
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On average two out of five households had at least one elderly member

41 EBE10F 65 BmRULNEEHBEMA  The number of elderly persons aged 65 and over increased by
51E8A-BUEER  BRENIEEF  £H  about 0.51 million in the past 10 years. In line with this, there was
BREGIE  HEEFEM ELEFNEE a significant increase (in both number and share) in domestic
M 2011 £# 668 621 FEA#EZE 2021 8  households with elderly members. The number of such households
1020356 F » #IRE 52.6% ; BEREMNKE  grew by 52.6% from 668 621in 2011 to 1020 356 in 2021; its share
FEEZBREXFNLS - FIHRIH 28.2%  among all domestic households rose from 28.2% to 38.2% during
BZE 38.2% ° the same period.
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Domestic households with elderly persons aged 65 and over only!" by household size, 2011 and 2021

EFAZ

Household size

119 376 78 581 883
60.0% 39.5% 0.4%
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188 569 147 091 2234
55.8% 43.5% 0.7%
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337 894
HE: () BEEEMERE (RIMEIEMIUN) BHe5BRULEALH Note: (1) Figures include domestic households comprising all members other than foreign domestic helper(s)
REREF © being persons aged 65 and over.
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Single elderly households increased significantly by almost 60% over the past 10 years

2021 RERENREXEFHEZE  Number of domestic households comprising solely elderly
337894 F - MELRABEREZEMMEFS » BKXK  persons reached 337 894 in 2021. The majority (55.8%) of the
D (55.8%) EBERERXF - BERE{[E  elderly-only households were single household. The number
FH 2011 £/ 119 376 ELHZE 2021 £ of single elderly households grew significantly by 58.0% from

188 569 F » Kig LFH 58.0% ° 119 376 in 2011 to 188 569 in 2021.
Hittg2E&H Other references

1. 2021 FAOBE-FELR) 1. 2021 Population Census - Main Results

2. (2021 FAOEE -HERS ) 2. 2021 Population Census - Summary Results



https://www.census2021.gov.hk/doc/pub/21c-main-results.pdf
https://www.census2021.gov.hk/doc/pub/21c-main-results.pdf
https://www.census2021.gov.hk/doc/pub/21c-summary-results.pdf
https://www.census2021.gov.hk/doc/pub/21c-summary-results.pdf

