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Single Parents

E 2 Highlights

o

There were a total of 94 508 children aged under 18

géﬂ;@i 22811 E_;EOF? A living with the 72 279 single parents in 2021

TRE 72279 A

During 2011 to 2021,
the number of single parents

decreased from 81 705
to 72 279

£20215E #5594 508 exm 18 mF &
8172 279 2EB A+ —EER

03

EREE L HERERENER A LGN H
H1 2011 59 14.6% BEE EF = 2021 £ 26.0%
The proportion of single parents
having attended post-secondary education increased
substantially from 14.6% in 2011 to 26.0% in 2021

£ 2021 & BB TEATERSE - 2021 & 46.3% B A+

sE¥A\SRHHEXASHLEE 32.0% - BAEALHEER -
BREISHEUTFLZEAENIEALH e 18 MU T FLREENALH

51.4% R1K l ek FR A 24.9%

In 2021, the proportion of the working

: . . While 46.3% of single parents were
single parents being managers, professionals i% living in public rental housing in 2021,

and associate professionals was 32.0%, the corresponding proportion for persons
lower than that of the 51.4% for living with child(ren) aged under 18

working persons living with was only 24.9%
child(ren) aged under 18
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1.1

1.2

2011 £ 2 2021 FEHRALTEEH KA

Number and proportion of single parents', 2011 - 2021

D. BERALTHE BRATEE 18 AT FLEENATHLLS
Number of single parents —O— Proportion of single parents to persons living
with child(ren) aged under 18 2021 ﬁFEEEﬁ%%EEU&EEU%QW
£ L] ER BRALHD M2
Number % Distribution? of single parents
100 000 10 by age group and sex, 2021
81705 FReAE R 5 z
80 000 8 Age group Male Female
73 428 72 279
60 000 O | <30 558 2075
(3.5%) (3.7%)
3519 16 769
40000 30-39 (22.0%) (29.8%)
6100 29 044
20 000 40-49 (38.1%) (51.6%)
4166 8 001
50-59 (26.0%) (14.2%)
0
2011
60+ 1687 360
A5 FRTHSFREER (HE) (10:5%) (0.6%)
Average annual growth rate over
the past 5 years (%)
2011 2 2021 FEFIEF Mt 16 030 56 249
BEE (B9%) Total (100.0%) (100.0%)
Average annual growth rate during - 1 . 2
2011 to 2021 (%)

HE () EAXES  ERATRERAREE BB BEISE 0 AR
18 BT FRARER—EFRNFRRINE - BEED - AXE
ATEEREMEE 18 BEUT FREER—EFALTHEER
R (BERAREE  BFE - BE  BEISE) WAL (UTH
WA [E 18 U T FREENAL] ) MEEET -

(2) FERANBFRT AR PIHENE DL ©

£ 2011 %X 2021 £

Notes: (1) In this article, single parents refer to mothers or fathers who are never married, widowed, divorced or
separated, with child(ren) aged under 18 living with them in the same household. Statistics covering
persons of any marital status (including never married, married, widowed, divorced and separated)
living with child(ren) aged under 18 in the same household (termed as “persons living with
child(ren) aged under 18" hereafter) are also presented in this article to facilitate analysis.

(2) Figures in brackets represent the percentages in respect of the total.

 BERATEBH 81705 A THBE 72279 A

During 2011 to 2021, the number of single parents decreased from 81 705 to 72 279

£ 2011 £ 2021 > ERATHEH
81705 ATBERZE 72279 A FHEETE
12%  EFBHHNBEREZSNEREE -
2BHE 56 249 RERGH  BERERS
BHHE (16030 A) 351 - HRFLEIE
BRECHELXSBENERET  RUFLNM
RE > HHABIERATHRZHEBRR
FRAFT -

BRATEFRIN LEEMEEEZENMT -
1£2021 F > 81.4% NEBRBBFRNF 30 £
49 5% > MEAIFRANNERSENHEL B
60.0% ° B—FHE * 36.5% NWEREEFRA
50 R UL - BREEBISISHIMEEL S (14.9%)

During 2011 to 2021, the number of single parents decreased
from 81 705 to 72 279, with a 1.2% decrease per annum on average.
Single mothers continued to far outnumber single fathers in 2021.
There were 56 249 single mothers in Hong Kong, which was 3.5
times the number of single fathers (16 030). It is not surprising to
observe that the majority of single parents were women because
children, especially those who were very young, were more likely
to live with their mothers who were separated from husbands.

The age distribution of single parents exhibited sex differentials.
In 2021, 81.4% of single mothers were aged 30-49, while 60.0% of
single fathers were in this age group. On the other hand, 36.5%
of single fathers were aged 50 and over, which was higher than
that of 14.9% for single mothers. .
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02 2011 £ 2021 FERATRERRFFLHE
Number of single parents and their dependent children, 2011 and 2021

2011 2021

81705 72 279

BEREs
Single fathers
16 030
(22.2%)

BEREE
Single fathers
17 665
(21.6%)

BRI

Single mothers

ERRR

Single mothers

56 249

64 040 (77.8%)

(78.4%)

v

BEEREEN SEBERBEN BEEREEN FRERBIBH
RRFEFLZFHEE REFFLFHHE REFFLFHEE RERFFLFHHE
1.3 Average number of 1.3 Average number of 1.2 Average number of 1.3 Average number of
dependent children dependent children dependent children dependent children
per single father per single mother per single father per single mother
RFEFLZEE REFFLHE REFFLZHE REFFLHE
22101 Number of 81836 Number of 19 936 Number of 74 572 Number of

(21.3%) (78.7%) (21.1%) (78.9%)

dependent children dependent children dependent children dependent children

£ 2021 5F - 3#£H 94508 BHKH 18 WAV FXM 72279 BREBA LT —EEHE
There were a total of 94 508 children aged under 18 living with the 72 279 single parents

in 2021

21 1E2021 5F #EF 94508 Bkim 18 BB FLZ (I8 There were a total of 94 508 children aged under 18 (also
BAREFEFL) B 72279 BEEHRALT—EEE- referred to as dependent children) living with the 72 279 single
ft / IR D (K 78.9% ) SHEEFIEYE  parents in 2021. The majority (or 78.9%) of the dependent
B RE 21.1% RHEFBEEMXE -8R children were living with single mothers, whilst only 21.1% were
ERBENAREFLFPHHBRE 1.3 % B living with single fathers. The average number of dependent
BEREEN 1.2 BKE - children per single mother was 1.3, slightly higher than that of

1.2 per single father.
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Distribution of single parents by educational attainment (highest level attended), 2011 and 2021

] [z o] [z

NERUT -9%
8.5% Primary and below 12.2% Ak
17.5%
50.1%
65'5%’ > Secfr?jary < 60.0%

B5EHE <

Post-secondary

BRAL 18 BmU T FREMENAL

Single parents Persons living with child(ren) aged under 18

ERES LN TEERENERALTRGRILGIS 2011 F£19 14.6% BEELHE 2021 F
B 26.0%

The proportion of single parents having attended post-secondary education increased
substantially from 14.6% in 2011 to 26.0% in 2021

31 BRAONYERERSERS EFALtHF  The educational attainment of the Hong Kong population
Bloh - ERATHHRBERERBXE 10 £ K continued toimprove. Single parents were no exception. The level
AYE  EUREELIHEREREMNER AL ofeducational attainment of single parents improved substantially
FribBLE Bl 2011 W 14.6% BELEFZE  over the past 10 years. The proportion of single parents having
2021 1 26.0% ° attended post-secondary education increased substantially from

14.6% in 2011 to 26.0% in 2021.

32 EBRAINHERE-—RERE18BUTFLZE In general, single parents were less educated when compared
FHWATHE - £ 2021 F£ > EHEZHELZHE  with persons living with child(ren) aged under 18. In 2021, 26.0%
EESENEHALLAA 26.0%  EERE  of single parents had attended post-secondary education, much
18 B T FLEEMATHMEELS] (451%) ° lower than the corresponding proportion for persons living with

child(ren) aged under 18 (45.1%).
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Distribution of working single parents by occupation, 2021
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Professionals

HYEXAR

Associate professionals

XEXZEAR

Clerical support workers

RERHEAS

Service and sales workers

TERARAER

Craft and related workers

BARKBIREERERE
Plant and machine operators
and assemblers

FERAMITA

Elementary occupations

BEERRTAR

T RS BEVRISE

Skilled agricultural and
fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable

BERIEAL LS B 18 MU TN FLZEMENTEAL
Working single parents Occupation Working persons living with child(ren) aged under 18
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Managers
EXAE

14.7

o

10

Bl
%
30

16,000

2021

10,000

=

TAMERE
WA (B)
Median monthly income
from all employment (HK$)

2021

2011

£ 2021 ¥ EBRITHEATEREE - ERARREHERARBDLILAS 32.0% -
BE 18 BLUTFRREHIEALE 51.4% HE
In 2021, the proportion of the working single parents being managers, professionals and
associate professionals was 32.0%, lower than that of the 51.4% for working persons

living with child(ren) aged under 18

2021 £ REEHRTEATEBBBREES
AE (29.2%)  HXRXEXEAE (16.5%)
REBPHEEAE (15.9%) - tAEREE - &
EANERHHEZLASNLHE 32.0% @ BE
18 U T FLREEMNIEALTH 51.4% BIE -

BFRIEALR 2021 FEBARBEBERA
P EH 16,000 7T 0 B 2011 F (10,000 7T)
% 2016 % (13,000 7t) 25 EH 60.0% &
23.1% ° B—ATH - 2021 £8E 18 BRUTF X
EERNITEATHEEZTS 24,000 T ©

In 2021, most working single parents were service and sales
workers (29.2%), followed by clerical support workers (16.5%)
and associate professionals (15.9%). The proportion of the
working single parents being managers, professionals and
associate professionals was 32.0%, lower than that of the 51.4%
for working persons living with child(ren) aged under 18.

The median monthly income from all employment of working
single parents was $16,000 in 2021, representing an increase of
60.0% and 23.1% respectively over that in 2011 ($10,000) and
2016 ($13,000). As regards working persons living with child(ren)
aged under 18, the corresponding figure was $24,000 in 2021.
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Single parents living in domestic households by type of housing, 2011 and 2021

5.1

5.2

5.3

|
I
2011 2021 2011 2021
KEEFSARA g
AEBEER . RfuE (Bm)
Public rental housing 28.3% 24.9% Median monthly domestic
household income (HK$) N
o | |
59 4% 46.3% 2011 2021
BEHEBERMER 11.6% N
— ﬁ Subsidised home EEK‘%EEFE@ 18,260
ownership housing BRAL
(‘:\1 Single parents 10,450 <
8.9% h) living in domestic (=)
o/l BAKAMER households —
— ﬁ Private permanent
housing
o oo | | 62.3% 27,650
. 2% REREEF 20500 [GE4
37 8% 43.1% — FEERAREEBRERER All domestic )
oA Non-domestic housing households —
|_ and temporary housing in Hong Kong ‘,
RN—]
1.0% 1.7% 0.8% 1.2% —
A= e S
BRAL HI8mUTFLZEEHAL

Single parents

Persons living with child(ren) aged under 18

£ 2021 > 46.3% BERATEGEELEHEEE MR 18 BT FXREMALH

HELLFIRE 24.9%

While 46.3% of single parents were living in public rental housing in 2021,
the corresponding proportion for persons living with child(ren) aged under 18

was only 24.9%

BERREEFHNERATINEES MMEE
RREXFLHE 18 U TFLEEHALTH
BEEZRE -1 2021 £ 46.3% BERALE
FEAEHAEER > MHE 18 BAUATFLEE
BALTHHEELBHIRE 24.9% - K » 62.3%
B 18 mU T FLEENALEERAKAMS
EE > MEHRALTHWHEELGIAR 43.1% °

EBE 10 & BERAEHEEIEENERA
THEEBIE 2011 8 52.4% THEZE 2021 F
M 46.3% ° Z—FH > BEERBAKALERE
WERALTWLHERSBE LA - B 37.8% F
£ 43.1%

BRATHREFFEAVRAPNES 2011 F
1 10,450 T EHZE 2021 £/ 18,260 7T * M
2011 &K 2021 FRE2BREFFHNRERXF
FRAWAFNUES BIE 20,500 TRk 27,650 TT ©

There was a substantial difference between the housing
distribution of single parents living in domestic households and
persons living with child(ren) aged under 18 living in domestic
households. While 46.3% of single parents were living in public
rental housing in 2021, the corresponding proportion for persons
living with child(ren) aged under 18 was only 24.9%. On the
contrary, 62.3% of persons living with child(ren) aged under 18
were living in private permanent housing, as compared with the
43.1% for single parents.

During the past decade, the proportion of single parents living in
public rental housing decreased from 52.4% in 2011 to 46.3% in
2021. On the other hand, the proportion of single parents living in
private permanent housing increased from 37.8% to 43.1% over
the same period.

The median monthly domestic household income of single
parents increased from $10,450in 2011 to $18,260 in 2021. For all
domestic households in Hong Kong, the median monthly domestic
household income were $20,500 in 2011 and $27,650 in 2021.
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