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Use of Language by Hong Kong Population
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Over half of the Hong Kong population Other than Cantonese and Putonghua, the three
aged 5 and over was able to speak most common Chinese dialects spoken by the Hong
English or Putonghua Kong population were Hakka, Fukien and Chiu Chau
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over 80% of the higher-skilled workers

The literacy of the Hong Kong population in the Hong Kong working population were able
was high, with 97% of the population aged 5 and to read and write both Chinese and English
over being able to read at least one language

BB 9 B REBERMES A4IEEN
6Z 2L ALTERBREREEFNREX

over 90% of persons aged 6-24 attending
full-time courses in educational institutions
in Hong Kong were able to read and write
both Chinese and English
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Proportion of population aged 5 and over!" being able to speak selected languages/dialects, 2011 and 2021
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Note: (1) Excluding mute persons and foreign domestic helpers.

Over half of the Hong Kong population aged 5 and over was able to speak English

or Putonghua
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The results of the 2021 Population Census show that the
proportion of the population aged 5 and over who reported that
they could speak English, either as the usual spoken language
or as another spoken language, increased from 45.1% in 2011 to
57.7% in 2021. The proportion of the population aged 5 and over
who could speak Putonghua also increased from 49.5% in 2011 to
56.5% in 2021.

Cantonese was still the most commonly used language by the
Hong Kong population. Yet the proportion of population aged 5 and
over who could speak this language decreased slightly from 97.4%
in 2011 to 96.0% in 2021.
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Note: (1) Excluding mute persons and foreign domestic helpers.
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Other than Cantonese and Putonghua, the three most common Chinese dialects
spoken by the Hong Kong population were Hakka, Fukien and Chiu Chau
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14.1% of the population aged 5 and over could speak other Chinese
dialects other than Cantonese and Putonghua. Among these other
Chinese dialects, the three most commonly spoken ones were
Hakka, Fukien and Chiu Chau.
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Proportion of population aged 5 and over!” being able to read at least one language and proportion of
population aged 5 and over!" being able to read at least two languages by age group, 2021
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FERAOMRFEIER > 97% B 5 BRLU LAQRREEL—BES
The literacy of the Hong Kong population was high, with 97% of the population
aged 5 and over being able to read at least one language

BRERARSHT 1524 %% 25 F 34 %M Analysed by age group, those aged 15-24 and 25-34 had the
ATHEBESHETER (JBEREEL —ESE  highest literacy rate (i.e. proportion of population being able to
SMAOLHI) - 193 99.9% - MAL{IEERIEZE  read at least one language), both at 99.9%. Also, 97.6% and 93.4%
DMEESHLEHI D BIE 97.6% K 93.4% ° of them respectively were able to read at least two languages.
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Proportion of working population" being able to read and write both Chinese and English and proportion of
working population!” being “biliterate and trilingual” by occupation, 2021

04

BE [mX=%] &n (WEREHEARER
MXREX - WEEREMNEE - HEREEE)

HYEXAR

HERRFREREEPIREX £ A " B
Being able to read and write both Chinese and English Occupation Being "biliterate and trilingual
(i.e. being able to read and write both Chinese and English,
as well as speak Cantonese, English and Putonghua)
f$z ]
B Managers 58.8
HXAEB
@ Professionals 60.3

0

-
(o} r ©
N

88.8

86.8

)|

R 2

53.4

54.5

%%

38.7

gq@

45.2

B

L_|

|

57.5

Associate professionals

XEXERAE

Clerical support workers

56.1

BEREEAR

Service and sales workers

IEREMAE

Craft and related workers

271

BERKBREERERS
Plant and machine operators
and assemblers

FEREMIA

Elementary occupations

21.8

REERRTI AR

TRED TR

Skilled agricultural and
fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable

100 80 60 40 20

o

HE (1) TEEAEETHINATRMERERT -

Aot
%

o

20 80 100

Note: (1) Excluding mute persons and foreign domestic helpers.
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Over 80% of the higher-skilled workers in the Hong Kong working population
were able to read and write both Chinese and English
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The proportions of managers, professionals and associate
professionals who were able to read and write both Chinese and
English were high, at 85.4%, 91.4% and 88.8% respectively in
2021. The corresponding proportions of these higher-skilled
workers who reported as being “biliterate and trilingual” were
58.8%, 60.3% and 57.5% respectively.

On the other hand, the proportion of workers in elementary
occupations who were able to read and write both Chinese and
English was low (38.7%). This was mainly because the majority of
them did not have the ability to read or write English.
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Proportion of persons aged 6-24 studying full-time courses in Hong Kong'" being able to read and write
both Chinese and English and being “biliterate and trilingual” by age group, 2021
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Being "biliterate and trilingual” (i.e. being able to
read and write both Chinese and English, as well as
speak Cantonese, English and Putonghua)

Note: (1) Excluding mute persons and foreign domestic helpers.
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Over 90% of persons aged 6-24 attending full-time courses in educational institutions
in Hong Kong were able to read and write both Chinese and English
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Among the persons attending full-time courses in educational
institutions in Hong Kong, those aged 18-24 had the highest
proportion of being able to read and write both Chinese and
English, at 96.7% in 2021. This was followed by those aged
12-17, and the corresponding proportion was 93.8%.

65.2% of the persons aged 6-24 attending full-time courses in
educational institutions in Hong Kong were “biliterate and
trilingual” in 2021. The corresponding proportions of those aged
12-17 and 18-24 were higher, at 69.7% and 70.7% respectively.
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