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This report makes use of data from the 2021

Population Census and relevant administrative
information to study and analyse the income distribution

in Hong Kong and the intervening factors.

Income Distribution (Chapter 2)
Individual income distribution

Employment income constituted the major
source of income in Hong Kong, as 84.1% of the domestic
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
was attributable to employment income of the working
population in 2021. The corresponding figures for 2011
and 2016 were 85.5% and 85.8% respectively.

The median monthly income from main
employment of the working population (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) was $19,500 in 2021, which increased
by 62.5% from $12,000 in 2011 and 25.8% from $15,500
in 2016.

Between 2011 and 2021, the median monthly
income from main employment of the working population
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) in the 1st and 2nd
decile groups increased by 46.6% and 44.0% respectively,
while the growth of the other decile groups ranged from
45.5% to 63.6%.

Dispersion in employment income can also be
analysed by the share of income attributed to different
decile groups. The share of the aggregate monthly
income from main employment for the 1st—2nd decile
groups of the working population (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) was about 5% in both 2011 and 2021.
On the other hand, the share for the 9th — 10th decile
groups dropped from about 55% in 2011 to about 54% in
2021. This indicates a slight narrowing of the degree of

dispersion in the employment income over the past decade.
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The change in the distribution of employment
income between 2011 and 2021 was likewise associated
with the changes in the demographics of the population
and the structure of the economy.

Household income distribution

Apart from being closely related to the
distribution of individual income from main employment,
domestic household income distribution is also affected by
the changes in household composition (including
household size, the number of working members, etc.),
cash social benefits and other income. Therefore, the
trend of monthly household income analysed by decile
group was slightly different from that of individual
The median monthly domestic
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
was $27,320 in 2021, higher than $20,200 in 2011 and
$24,890 in 2016.

employment income.

Between 2011 and 2021, the median monthly
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) of
the 1st decile group declined by 2.3%, the 2nd decile group
increased by 17.4%, and the 3rd to 10th decile groups
recorded increases ranging from 21.4% to 40.2%.

Households (excluding foreign domestic
helpers) with different income levels tend to exhibit
Households in the 1st—2nd
decile groups were generally of smaller size (an average of

different characteristics.

1.6 members), resided in public rental housing (41.0%),
and comprised a large proportion of the elderly. The
median monthly household income for this group was
$4,6901in 2021. As for households in the 3rd — 8th decile
groups, their median monthly household income was
$27,280 in 2021, which was on par with the territory-wide
median. The socio-economic characteristics of these
households basically reflected the overall distribution.
Households in the 9th — 10th decile groups recorded a
median monthly household income of $90,640 in 2021.
These households comprised on average 3.2 members and
mostly resided in private permanent housing (82.4%).
Also, a considerable proportion of persons in these
households had post-secondary education level and
worked as managers and professionals.

2 2021 Population Census
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Intervening Factors (Chapter 3)

The income distribution of Hong Kong has
been affected by the continual demographic structural
changes.

Firstly, influenced by a continued ageing
population, the number of elderly, who were mainly retired
persons with no employment income, remained on a rise.
Between 2011 and 2021, the number of economically
inactive households increased by 123 418, with the
proportion up from 19.0% to 20.5%. Of which, the
number of elderly households (excluding foreign domestic
helpers) increased by 108 998, whose median monthly
household income was in general lower.

Furthermore, along with the continued ageing
trend and the growing prevalence of people to remain
single, coupled with the low fertility rate, the proportion of
one-person and two-person households (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) went up from 17.9% and 26.0% in 2011
to 21.4% and 29.6% in 2021 respectively. In general,
households with fewer persons have fewer working
members and hence usually have lower household income.

The population ageing and increasing
prominence of small households mentioned above would
both affect the overall household income distribution.

3 2021 Population Census
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Effect of Taxation on Household Income
Distribution (Chapter 4)

The effect of taxation on household income
distribution can be examined through the post-tax
household income. It is derived by taking away tax
payments (specifically, salaries tax, property tax, rates and
Government rent) from the original household income (i.e.
the monthly household income mentioned in the previous
paragraphs).

The average monthly tax payment of
households in the highest decile group was $20,870 in
2021, which was far higher than that of $600 of the lowest
decile group. The post-tax household income was, on
average, lower than the original household income by
around 7% to 8% from 2011 to 2021. Taxation had a
stronger impact on the income of households in the lowest
and highest decile groups than in the other groups.

Effect of Social Benefits on Household
Income Distribution (Chapter 5)

The post-tax post-social transfer household
income is estimated by adding the publicly funded in-kind
social benefits (specifically, education, housing and
medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief
measures to the post-tax household income. The average
post-tax post-social transfer household income was higher
than the original household income by around 11% in
2021. Among the social benefits included in the study,
education benefits brought about the largest amount of
average benefits allocated per household. This was
followed by medical benefits, one-off relief measures and
then housing benefits. Nevertheless, medical benefits
were more concentrated in the lowest two deciles and thus
had more redistributive effect.

The above social benefits were more
concentrated among lower decile groups. The ratio of
average post-tax post-social transfer household income to
original household income reduced progressively when
moving from the lowest decile group to the highest decile
group. In 2021, the ratio for the st decile group was
385.4% while that for the 10th decile group was 91.5%.

4 2021 Population Census
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Income Dispersion (Chapters 6)

Among the various income disparity measures,
Gini Coefficient (GC) is more widely-known. The GC
takes a value between 0 and 1. In general, the higher the
GC, the more the disparity it implies. It should be noted
that GC measures the income dispersion but not the
income level. There is no direct relationship between the
extent of poverty and GC.

Household comprises
employment earnings, and its level hinges heavily on the

income  mainly

household size and whether the household has
economically active member(s). The Government’s
various redistributive measures also affect the actual
income a household receives. The post-tax post-social
transfer GC based on per capita household income of
economically active households thus represents the most

relevant aspect of the income distribution situation.

Discounting the impacts of demographic
structural changes (including shrinking household size and
increasing prominence of economically inactive
households), the GC based on post-tax post-social transfer
per capita monthly household income for economically
active households was 0.376, down by 0.026 and 0.023
from 0.402 in 2016 and 0.399 in 2011 respectively.

If not discounting the impacts of increasing
prominence of economically inactive households, the GC
based on post-tax post-social transfer per capita monthly
household income for all domestic households was 0.397,
down by 0.023 and 0.017 as compared to 2016 and 2011
respectively.
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Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



HEES

Summary

ERWAS T EES T BT

Key Statistics of Household Income Distribution

S ENEISI N FEERI B ARFERS 12
ERBAVRTE
Based on Based on post-tax post-social
original household income transfer household income("
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

REESFHRAY

Monthly domestic household income®

() FEEFSFAWARLE CGET)

Median monthly domestic household income (HK$)

(i) FEFESHRORIERER A E S

Percentage distribution of monthly household income

by decile group®

F— ()
1st (lowest)
B

2nd

F=

3rd

g

4th

S

5th

EEVAN

6th

Ft

7th

EAN

8th

Fh

9th

Et (e
10th (highest)

20,500 25,000 27,650 26,130 30,240 36,860
(20,200)  (24,890) (27,320)| (26,000)  (30,000) (36,620)

0.7 0.7 0.5 1.3 1.1 1.1
(0.6) (0.6) (0.5) (1.2) (1.0) (1.0)
2.0 2.0 1.7 2.9 2.7 2.6
(2.0) (1.9) (1.7) (2.9) 2.7) (2.6)
3.1 3.0 2.8 4.1 3.9 3.9
3.1) (3.0) 2.8) @.1) (3.9) (3.9)
42 4.1 4.0 53 5.1 52
4.3) 4.2) (4.0) (5.3) (5.1) (5.2)
5.6 5.4 53 6.6 6.4 6.7
(5.6) (5.5) (5.4) (6.6) (6.4) (6.7)
7.0 7.1 7.0 7.9 7.8 8.2
(7.0) (7.1) (7.0) (8.0) (7.9) (8.2)
8.9 9.0 9.0 9.6 9.6 9.9
(8.9) (9.0) ©.1) (9.6) (9.6) (9.9)
115 11.6 11.8 11.8 11.9 12.2
(11.5) (1.6)  (11.9) (11.8) (11.9) (122
16.1 16.1 16.6 15.6 15.8 16.1
(16.1) (16.1)  (16.6) (15.6) (158)  (16.1)
41.0 41.0 41.1 349 356 342
(41.0) (41.0)  (41.2) (34.8) (35.6)  (34.2)

R (D) B aEa R R ER (BREH
B BREE) KRBT — R &I iR sE
BE -

(2) FEIRARVEI T IR IR MER E B L I&sH EAVEL
=

FE+ForENESHEBENRELS - 25
DAFAE FUCAMIBRIR S B R AR 3 P U ABE
Bl o BE—{E - A RS HE E L2 T
FHER - 8 MBS 4RI B FEAESS T R 5 —
T E AL Z FEIFIES > AR -

@3

~

2021 £ A LI 7
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Notes : (1) Figures include imputed values of in-kind social benefits

(including education, housing and medical benefits) and
Government’s one-off relief measures.

(2) Figures in brackets refer to figures excluding foreign domestic

helpers.

(3) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

domestic households, ranked by original household income and
post-tax post-social transfer household income respectively.
The 1st decile group includes households falling below the 10th
percentile, the 2nd decile group includes those falling between
the 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.

2021 Population Census
Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
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FERBASHRNEES BT (&)
Key Statistics of Household Income Distribution (cont’d)

2011 2016 2021
2011 4 ~ 2016 £ R 2021 “EHRELE R 5 FEiges) )
Gini Coefficients in 2011, 2016 and 2021 and the 5-year changes"
1 NP R E R D% S H A
Based on per capita post-tax post-social transfer® monthly household income
EG I EB LR 0.399 0.402 0.376
Economically active households® [+0.003] [-0.026]
FrAEZREER 0.414 0.420 0.397
All domestic households [+0.006] [:0.023]

R (1) SRR TEE 28 5 SRR -

(2) gL EYp R fteEr (EREE - FEX
B ST — R MEAT G I -

(3) ELEEBEFZEFEEFN (BRINERE
WIS ZE— R AR BLORES) -

2021 £ A LI 7
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Notes : (1) Figures in square brackets represent 5-year changes in the Gini
Coefficients.
(2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing
and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
(3) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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Objectives

1.1 This report makes use of statistical data
compiled from the 2021 Population Census and relevant
administrative information to study and analyse the
income distribution in Hong Kong from the following
perspectives:

(@) the overall income distribution in Hong Kong in the
past decade;

(b) the intervening factors affecting income distribution
in Hong Kong, including socio-economic and
demographic factors; and

(c) the income redistributive effects of Government
intervention policies.

1.2 Where appropriate, comparisons are made with
the findings of similar studies in the last two rounds, which
were based on data available from the 2011 Population
Census and the 2016 Population By-census.

Scope of study

1.3 The study of income distribution is a highly
complex subject which demands the formulation of
appropriate framework and compilation methodology as
well as the support of comprehensive data to conduct the
analysis. Readers should take note of the limitations on
the scope and method adopted in the study when
interpreting its results.

1.4 This study provides useful insights into how
economic resources, such as employment income and
other cash income (e.g. social security allowances and
other Government subsidies) as well as taxation and social
benefits, are distributed among households.

1.5 Government’s policies on taxation and social
benefits help bring about income redistribution.
Generally, households at the upper segment of the income
distribution pay more in taxes than they receive in social
benefits, and the reverse for households at the lower

segment of income distribution. Taxation and social

9 2021 Population Census
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benefits therefore tend to have the effect of narrowing
household income disparity.
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Organisation  for = Economic
Development, the concept of post-tax post-social transfer
household income (i.e. household income taking into
account the effects of taxation and social benefits) rather

than original household income is more appropriate for

Co-operation  and

conducting analyses on income disparity. = However,
there is no easy and direct way to derive post-tax
post-social transfer household income. Different
approaches are adopted by different economies, depending

on the local situation and the availability of data.

1.7 In this study, the post-tax post-social transfer
household income is derived by taking into account the
effects of inflows through social benefits and outflows
through taxation. On taxation, salaries tax and property
tax paid by household members as well as rates and
Government rent payable by households are covered in
this study. On social benefits, in-kind social benefits on
education, medical and housing, and Government’s
one-off relief measures are covered. The concepts and
methods to estimate the effects of taxation and social
benefits are detailed in Technical Note C.

1.8 It should be emphasised that while efforts have
been made to extract relevant parts of Government
intervention through social benefits to derive the said
income, it is difficult to quantify all the social benefits
allocated to individuals in monetary terms given the large
number of recipients and providers involved, and also the
limited availability of data in practice. Therefore, the
analysis provides only a crude indication of the types of
households that benefit from Government expenditure and
to what extent. Apart from the fact that certain parts of
expenditure and receipts are not allocated, the criteria used
to allocate taxes and to value and apportion benefits to
individual household members are by no means
exhaustive.

1.9 Hong Kong is one of the most open and
dynamic economies in the world with increasing
complexity in terms of demographic, social and economic
structure. The analysis on the overall income

distribution and the factors underpinning the changes are

10 2021 Population Census
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presented in the main body of the report, with Appendix
showing several detailed tables.

et EE Coverage
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Kong to conduct a population census once every 10 years
and a by-census in the middle of the intercensal period.

1.11 The 2021 Population Census was conducted in
the 43-day period from 23 June to 4 August 2021.
About nine-tenths of the households were subject to
simple enumeration to provide basic demographic
information of their household members, while the
remaining one-tenth of the households were subject to
more detailed enquiry on a broad range of demographic
and socio-economic characteristics of their household
members.

1.12 The 2021 Population Census covers the Hong
Kong Resident Population under the “resident population”
approach. The “resident population” approach has been
adopted to compile the population estimates of Hong Kong
since August 2000.

1.13 The Hong Kong Resident Population at the
reference moment of the 2021 Population Census (i.e.
3:00 a.m. on 30 June 2021) covers “Usual Residents” and
“Mobile Residents”. “Usual Residents” refer to two
categories of people: (1) Hong Kong Permanent Residents
who had stayed in Hong Kong for at least 3 months during
the 6 months before or for at least 3 months during the 6
months after the reference moment, regardless of whether
they were in Hong Kong or not at the reference moment;
and (2) Hong Kong Non-permanent Residents who were
in Hong Kong at the reference moment.

1.14 For those Hong Kong Permanent Residents
who were not “Usual Residents”, they were classified as
“Mobile Residents” if they had stayed in Hong Kong for
at least 1 month but less than 3 months during the 6 months
before or for at least 1 month but less than 3 months during
the 6 months after the reference moment, regardless of
whether they were in Hong Kong or not at the reference
moment.

11 2021 Population Census
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begins by providing a descriptive analysis of the changes
in the income distribution of the working population and
the domestic households during the period from 2011 to
2021. It also looks at the socio-economic characteristics
of the working population and domestic households across
different income groups.

1.16 Chapter 3 then moves on to examine the
intervening broadly
socio-economic and demographic factors, of income
distribution.

factors, categorised  into

1.17 An in-depth examination of the redistributive
effect of taxation and social benefits on household income
is presented in Chapter 4 and 5.

1.18 The extent of income dispersion is evaluated in
Chapter 6 using Gini Coefficient.

1.19 Detailed compilation methods of the Gini
Coefficient, the estimation method of the wupper
open-ended category, and the methods to estimate the
effects of taxation and social benefits on household
income distribution are contained in Technical Notes
A-C.

Symbols
1.20 The following symbols are used throughout the
publication :
— Nil
Not applicable

N.A. Not available
0.0 Less than 0.05%
*  Less than $10

12 2021 Population Census
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Nil figures and figures of small magnitude

[I3RE]

1.21 Nil figures are indicated by “-” throughout this
report.  However, since estimates based on sample
enquiry are subject to sampling error, a nil figure may
mean a figure of a small magnitude but not zero.
Similarly, figures of small magnitude are also subject to
relatively large sampling error and should be interpreted

with care.

Rounding of figures

1.22 All dollar values are rounded to the nearest ten.
Figures in the tables and charts may not add up to the total
due to rounding.
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2. Income Distribution
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Concepts

2.1 In population census/by-census, monthly
household income refers to the total cash income received
in the reference month, including employment income
(before deduction of the employee’s contribution to the
Mandatory Provident Fund) and other cash incomes. For
the present study, household income based on the above
income sources is regarded as “original household
income”.

Individual income distribution
Income by source

2.2 Income can be derived from different sources.
For statistical analysis purpose, the source of income is
broadly classified into employment income and other cash
income. Employment income mainly covers wages,
salaries and related allowances; and other cash income
includes rental income, dividends and interest,
regular/monthly pensions, social security allowances
(including Comprehensive Social Security Assistance, Old
Age Living Allowance, Old Age Allowance and Disability
Allowance), other government subsidies (e.g. student
travel subsidy and school textbook assistance) and regular

contributions from non-household members, etc.

2.3 The results of the population census/by-census
showed that employment income constituted the major
84.3% of the total
domestic household income originated from employment

source of income in Hong Kong.

income in 2021.  The corresponding figures for 2011 and
2016 were 85.7% and 86.0% respectively. (Table 2.1)

2.4 The population ageing trend has led to more
retired persons without employment income, and
correspondingly more households without employment
income. Further discussions on this subject are given in
the section “Household income distribution” in the latter
part of this Chapter.
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2.5 For those households with economically active
members, it is apparent that employment income plays a
key part in the distribution of household income. A large
component of income differentials across households can
be attributed to differences in the employment income of
individuals. Employment income is an individual-based
measure. Therefore, unlike household income, it is not
necessary to adjust for the changes in household size and
composition which may complicate the discussions. The
coming sections document the changes on the level and
distribution of monthly income from main employment of
working population over the past 10 years, and ascertain
the major demographic and economic factors leading to
the changes.

%21 2011 ££ ~ 2016 £} 2021 FRZREWAMGER EE WA E L
Table 2.1 Proportion of employment income to total domestic household income,
2011, 2016 and 2021
Btk

AR o
Source of income 2011 2016 2021
BB A 85.7 86.0 84.3
Employment income (85.5) (85.8) (84.1)
HrIH U A 14.3 14.0 15.7
Other cash income (14.5) (14.2) (15.9)
S 100.0 100.0 100.0
Total (100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

R (1) FESRRET R AR IER I MER E R LIkt AV
=

LIEA LAY R 3 B e A

2.6 BENS  LEAODNSHEE
WS A iz 8 2011 Ry 11,000 JT E 7
% 20164 /Y 15,000 7T - F EF20.0% %= 2021
F 1y 18,000 7T - (%% 2.2)

2021 4E A1
FREMEHE  FENEPUA ST
EBFITHE BURGETR

Note : (1) Figures in brackets refer to figures excluding foreign domestic

helpers.

Monthly income from main employment of working
population

2.6 As a whole, the median monthly income from
main employment of the working population increased
from $11,000 in 2011 to $15,000 in 2016, and further
increased by 20.0% to $18,000 in 2021. (Table 2.2)

16 2021 Population Census
Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



WA

Income Distribution
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2.7
Kong, it is often more meaningful to exclude foreign
After excluding foreign
domestic helpers, the median monthly income from main

In analysing the working population in Hong
domestic helpers in the analysis.

employment was $19,500 in 2021, which increased by
62.5% from $12,000 in 2011 and 25.8% from $15,500 in
2016. (Table 2.2)

2.8
working population (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
by income group, it was observed that the percentage share

When analysing the percentage share of

of the lower income brackets decreased whereas that of the
upper The working
population with monthly income below $6,000 decreased
from 10.1% in 2011 to 6.5% in 2016, and further to 5.9%

income brackets increased.

EHITFEAORETEEBHEE BT > B 2016 in 2021. At the same time, the percentage share of

FORy 221% #ogn #2021 £ 1 working population with monthly income at $30,000 or

28.6% o (F22) above increased distinctly from 22.1% in 2016 to 28.6%

in 2021. (Table 2.2)
=22 2011 £ ~ 2016 £} 2021 F5 5 FERZEBABISHTEAOO
Table 2.2 Working population) by monthly income from main employment, 2011, 2016 and
2021
G H F B BFESMEZ R L REFESNEE R ER T
&) Including foreign domestic helpers Excluding foreign domestic helpers
Monthly income 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
from main WH ESLE WH B WEH EHots WH EHotk WH EHots WH Hotk
(egllgl&;o)yment Number %  Number % Number % Number % Number %  Number %
<2,000 62 680 1.8 43 583 1.2 48 573 1.3 61935 1.9 43583 1.3 48 573 1.4
2,000 — 3,999 336 158 9.5 78 813 2.1 60914 1.7 110714 34 78 813 2.3 60914 1.8
4,000 — 5,999 185318 5.2 411 905 11.0 396 686 10.8 159539 4.9 99 300 2.9 89 676 2.7
6,000 — 7,999 364 625 10.3 137 341 3.7 101 076 2.8 362962 11.1 130754 3.8 90 303 2.7
8,000 — 9,999 454732 12.9 285 425 7.6 132 191 3.6 454218 139 283102 8.3 130756 3.9
10,000 — 14,999 754 507 214 891 542 23.8 657 485 17.9 754368 23.0 891262 26.1 656970 19.6
15,000 — 19,999 411 534 11.6 572777 153 616 188 16.8 411534 126 572777 16.8 615948 18.4
20,000 — 24,999 284 518 8.1 372 665 10.0 480978 13.1 284518 8.7 372665 109 480976 144
25,000 —29,999 141 632 4.0 190 703 5.1 217 690 5.9 141 632 43 190703 5.6 217676 6.5
30,000 —39,999 216243 6.1 277 029 7.4 339 746 9.3 216 243 6.6 277029 8.1 339746 10.1
40,000 — 59,999 173 003 4.9 247 662 6.6 307 113 8.4 173 003 5.3 247662 7.2 307113 9.2
> 60,000 147 899 4.2 231457 6.2 312 685 8.5 147 899 4.5 231457 6.8 312685 9.3
st 3532849 100.0 3740902 100.0 3671325 100.0 3278565 100.0 3419107 100.0 3351336 100.0
Total
T H PSR A S CBIT)
Median monthly income from main employment (HKS$)
11,000 15,000 18,000 12,000 15,500 19,500
R (1) B EREERERES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
2021 A 1% 25 17 2021 Population Census
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Monthly income from main employment of working
population by decile group

2.9 One approach to analyse the spread of
employment income is to rank the employment income of
the working population in ascending order and then divide
the working population into ten equal decile groups. The
Ist decile group refers to the 10% of working population
earning the least, while the 10th decile group signifies the
10% of working population earning the most.

2.10 Analysed by decile group, the median
employment income (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
of most decile groups grew in 2021 as compared with
2016. However, the median employment income for the
Ist decile group in 2021 remained similar to that in 2016,
and that for the 2nd decile group rose by 11.1%. On the
other hand, the increases for the 9th and 10th decile groups
were 21.6% and 17.6% respectively. (Table 2.3)

2.11 Between 2011 and 2021, the median monthly
income from main employment of the working population
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) in the 1st and 2nd
decile groups increased by 46.6% and 44.0% respectively,
while the growth of the other decile groups ranged from
45.5% to 63.6%. (Table 2.3)

2.12 Dispersion in employment income can also be
analysed by the share of income attributed to different
decile groups.
income from main employment for the 1st—2nd decile

The share of the aggregate monthly

groups of the working population (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) was about 5% in both 2011 and 2021.
On the other hand, the share for the 9th — 10th decile
groups dropped from about 55% in 2011 to about 54% in
2021. This indicates a slight narrowing of the degree of
dispersion in the employment income over the past decade.
(Table 2.4)

2.13 The dispersion in employment income over the
past 10-year period was associated with the changes in the
demographics of the population and the structure of the
economy. The following sections analysed the impact of
these factors on the employment income distribution.
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2.3
Table

2011 48 ~ 2016 -5 2021 Fi+SF 4RI TEAOOORSEEH T EREBA A

2.3 Median monthly income from main employment by decile group of working
population®®, 2011, 2016 and 2021

THEERE AP GBI

Median monthly income from main employment (HK$) Ratio
Rl EFEINESRE L T ERER L EUREINESRE L TR IR ER L
Decile group Including foreign Excluding foreign Including foreign Excluding foreign
domestic helpers domestic helpers domestic helpers domestic helpers
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2016:  2021: 2021: 2016:  2021: 2021:
2011 2016 2011 2011 2016 2011
F— (&) 3,500 4,160 4,600 3,580 5,250 5,250 1.19 1.11 1.31 1.47 1.00 1.47
1st (lowest)
%i 5,000 6,500 6,630 6,940 9,000 10,000 1.30 1.02 1.33 1.30 1.11 1.44
2n
%dz 7,500 9,750 10,750 8,000 10,250 12,800 1.30 1.10 1.43 1.28 1.25 1.60
3r
%}I:_fl 9,000 11,000 13,900 9,900 12,250 15,000 1.22 1.26 1.54 1.24 1.22 1.52
4t
%}315 10,000 13,500 16,000 11,000 15,000 18,000 1.35 1.19 1.60 1.36 1.20 1.64
5t
%}T\ 12,500 15,500 20,000 13,500 17,000 20,000 1.24 1.29 1.60 1.26 1.18 1.48
6t
%}JIC 15,000 20,000 22,500 16,150 20,000 25,000 1.33 1.13 1.50 1.24 1.25 1.55
7t
%ﬁ\ 20,000 25,000 30,000 20,000 26,250 30,080 1.25 1.20 1.50 1.31 1.15 1.50
8t
%gl 30,000 35,000 41,000 30,000 37,000 45,000 1.17 1.17 1.37 1.23 1.22 1.50
ot
o (&) 51,750 65,000 75,000 55,000 68,000 80,000 1.26 1.15 1.45 1.24 1.18 1.45
10th (highest)
=r 11,000 15,000 18,000 12,000 15,500 19,500 1.36 1.20 1.64 1.29 1.26 1.63
Overall
R (1) B EEERECES - Notes : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

(2) BE-+E AT EHRBEN TEAD (55
DUVELEE e A ELFRANFE S (LAY BRI AT
B - BT E R EEESE HEE L2
THIADL > B8 E R EEAE S T8 KR
ZAEE A AL - A0EEHE -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

(2) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of working
population (ranked by income from main employment of working
population including foreign domestic helpers and excluding
The 1st decile group
covers persons falling below the 10th percentile, the 2nd decile
group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th percentile, and

19

foreign domestic helpers respectively).

SO on.
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#24 2011 4 ~ 2016 £} 2021 EHFHSEHAITEAOVOSSEH FERERA T SEES
Fif]
Table 2.4 Percentage distribution of monthly income from main employment by decile group of
working population®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
"otk
%

- EFESMESRE L RSN L
Deéile\“group Including foreign domestic helpers Excluding foreign domestic helpers

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
F— (BK) 1.5 1.5 14 1.7 1.9 1.7
Ist (lowest)
FE 2.7 2.8 2.5 33 3.6 34
2nd
E= 3.9 4.1 39 4.1 4.2 4.3
3rd
20y 4.7 4.8 5.0 4.7 5.0 5.1
4th
EH 54 5.8 5.9 54 5.9 5.9
5th
FEN 6.6 6.8 7.0 6.7 6.8 6.8
6th
Ft 8.2 8.4 8.2 8.2 8.2 8.3
7th
FEI 10.6 10.7 10.8 10.5 10.7 10.7
8th
FEI 15.3 154 15.5 15.0 15.1 15.3
9th
Bt (&5) 41.2 39.6 39.7 40.3 38.5 38.6
10th (highest)
=1 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Overall

HEE (D) B aEaEmREES -
() BETHE NG ESHERBENLEAD (55
DUELHE he A EFEANE SR B (LAY 1 BRI ADE
50 SE—{E- -0 E N EEES HEE 2
THIAL S A B SE E R5
TAHEE AL PRI o A -

47 T

B G FF 1 F) 77 7Y
LAEA LAY EEH T B RESFEA

b K¢ P Al

2.14 BRms  E£BREMEOHEASR
FEW M - £ 2021 > ERBEMHAEHE
B2 S U A T i B2 20,000 0T 0 A B L1
FiT Ji B EY 15,000 7t 15 33.3% -

(% 2.52)

2021 4E A1
FREMEHE  FENEPUA ST
EBFITHE BURGETR

Notes : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

(2) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of
working population (ranked by income from main employment
of working population including foreign domestic helpers and
excluding foreign domestic helpers respectively). The Ist
decile group covers persons falling below the 10th percentile, the
2nd decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.

Monthly income from main employment of working
population by major socio-economic characteristics

Age and sex

2.14
than working women.

Overall speaking, working men earned more
The median monthly income from
main employment of working men, at $20,000 in 2021,
was 33.3% higher than the $15,000 earned by their female

counterparts. (Table 2.5a)

20
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2.15 7 H EEZEERAKR 6,000 7T H)
ER LR E s tEE SR B - 2021 £H
FEM E 53 EE 3 Bl B 22.7% K 4.5% < K i o
W AR 6,000 JT By FE B2tk E A B E
B Fs 50 F& K BE I L - & W BR 4b 58 5 0
T &ZantegEs 7.7%-

(= 2.5a F 3 2.5b)

2.16 P e L= il i M O N i
=R SHREZAR  BEWERNENT
ERBESMA - -BEREE - LELEANT
EME - BHIkaE > £ 2021 £ > LHERE
NELTHEMEEE A R 182% 0 W B MW
89% Fymm » MXEFEZXEMAENE A X ZER
EWAMAEKEK - B—FHHEH BHEELEL
B HEANA M (225%) & %
M (194%) B BHBMNE A X ERK
EWATMHE &S -

(%= 2.8 R Jff §% Al)

2.17 [EPNGOR & QNS = Raay sl
& o £ i B B B B i S B R KE B R 3
BKY - A B I 2021 £HFH
FEEBEWA S A (FEEINFEREHE
T) R 15% 195 ~ 20 % 24 5 f1 25 & 34 3%
W FEERHN B Y BT - 2 35 &2 445%
ZEF|HEE - WAE 45 £ 54 5% ~ 55 & 64 Bl
65 5% ke L LR R AV E i 4 AT R - 2011
o~ 2016 F K 2021 5 4% 5 i 45 A 1 03 BY UL
AT AR g AR (& 2.1)

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

2.15 There was a much higher percentage of
working women with monthly income from main
employment below $6,000 than that of men. The
corresponding percentages in 2021 were 22.7% and 4.5%
respectively.
employed women whose income was below $6,000 was
attributable to foreign domestic helpers.
domestic helpers be excluded, the percentage would drop
to 7.7%. (Table 2.5a and Table 2.5b)

However, a significant proportion of

Should foreign

2.16 The difference between the income distribution
of working women and men can be attributed to a host of
factors including the differences between working women
and men in industrial and occupational distributions,
educational attainment, working experience and nature of
work.  For example, in 2021, proportionally more
women (18.2%) than men (8.9%) worked as clerical
support workers who had relatively lower monthly income
from main employment. On the other hand, there was a
higher proportion of men (22.5%) than women (19.4%)
working as managers and professionals who had relatively
higher monthly income from main employment.

(Table 2.8 and Appendix Al)

2.17 The employment income of a person is closely
related to his/her age, a factor reflecting directly/indirectly
his/her working experience and educational level. For
both men and women, the median monthly income
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) increased gradually
from the younger age groups of 15 — 19, 20 — 24 and
25 — 34, peaked at 35 — 44, and declined at the older age
groups of 45 — 54, 55 — 64 and 65 and over in 2021.
Similar pattern was observed on the income distribution
by age group for 2011, 2016 and 2021. (Chart 2.1)

21 2021 Population Census
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% 2.5a 2011 4 ~ 2016 ££ % 2021 F#MERI R EH TEBSEBABSIEAOY (BEIMERE
- E )

Table 2.5a  Working population (including foreign domestic helpers) by sex and monthly
income from main employment, 2011, 2016 and 2021

e gA LERSRA CBIT) 2011 2016 2021
Sex quthly income from HH Btk #H Hortk #HH Btk
main employment (HKS) Number %  Number %  Number %
5 Male <2,000 26 697 1.5 17 446 0.9 19 836 1.1
2,000 — 3,999 40 881 22 26 687 1.4 23458 1.3
4,000 — 5,999 65 807 3.6 42 404 22 36 794 2.1
6,000 — 7,999 157793 8.7 56 896 3.0 35872 2.0
8,000 — 9,999 244 140 134 124 629 6.6 58 540 33
10,000 — 14,999 456 867 25.1 470 790 24.8 307 041 17.1
15,000 — 19,999 246 101 13.5 354 306 18.7 330 442 18.5
20,000 — 24,999 167 212 9.2 222546 1.7 291043 16.3
25,000 — 29,999 81911 4.5 108 215 5.7 132 070 7.4
30,000 — 39,999 126 242 6.9 172 159 9.1 197 412 11.0
40,000 — 59,999 102 950 5.7 146 709 7.7 173 931 9.7
> 60,000 104 670 5.7 154 358 8.1 184 008 10.3
HE 1821271 100.0 1897145 100.0 1790447 100.0
Total 5 H E TR 8 GETTE)
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
13,000 16,390 20,000
% Female <2,000 35983 2.1 26 137 1.4 28 737 1.5
2,000 — 3,999 295277 17.3 52 126 2.8 37 456 2.0
4,000 — 5,999 119511 7.0 369501 200 359892 19.1
6,000 — 7,999 206 832 12.1 80 445 44 65204 3.5
8,000 — 9,999 210592 12.3 160 796 8.7 73 651 39
10,000 — 14,999 297 640 174 420752 22.8 350 444 18.6
15,000 — 19,999 165 433 9.7 218471 11.8 285 746 15.2
20,000 — 24,999 117 306 6.9 150 119 8.1 189 935 10.1
25,000 — 29,999 59 721 3.5 82 488 4.5 85 620 4.6
30,000 — 39,999 90 001 5.3 104 870 5.7 142 334 7.6
40,000 — 59,999 70 053 4.1 100 953 5.5 133182 7.1
> 60,000 43229 2.5 77 099 42 128 677 6.8
HEEt 1711578 100.0 1843757 100.0 18803878 100.0
fota A ETREA P GBTE)
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
9,500 12,000 15,000
&t Both sexes < 2,000 62 680 1.8 43 583 1.2 48 573 1.3
2,000 — 3,999 336 158 9.5 78 813 2.1 60914 1.7
4,000 — 5,999 185318 5.2 411905 1.0 396 686 10.8
6,000 — 7,999 364 625 10.3 137 341 3.7 101 076 2.8
8,000 — 9,999 454732 129 285425 7.6 132 191 3.6
10,000 — 14,999 754 507 214 891 542 23.8 657 485 17.9
15,000 — 19,999 411 534 11.6 572777 15.3 616 188 16.8
20,000 — 24,999 284 518 8.1 372 665 10.0 480978 13.1
25,000 — 29,999 141 632 4.0 190 703 5.1 217 690 5.9
30,000 — 39,999 216 243 6.1 277 029 7.4 339 746 9.3
40,000 — 59,999 173 003 4.9 247 662 6.6 307 113 8.4
> 60,000 147 899 4.2 231457 6.2 312 685 8.5
“aEt 3532 849 100.0 3740902 100.0 3 671325 100.0
Total FAFERSRAS O CET)
Median monthly income from main employment (HKS$)
11,000 15,000 18,000
R () T EIEERERES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
2021 A 1% 22 2021 Population Census
T - FEIERUWAS Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
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2 2.5b 2011 4% ~ 2016 £ 2021 F4EMRI RS H TEBEBABSNIEAOO CFEEIER
FEET)

Table 2.5b  Working population) (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by sex and monthly
income from main employment, 2011, 2016 and 2021

e (=32 | IEH&%L&/\ CGEIT) 2011 2016 2021
Sex quthly income from #H Hortk #H Btk #HH Hortk
main employment (HKS) Number %  Number % _ Number %
5 Male <2,000 26 697 1.5 17 446 0.9 19 836 1.1
2,000 — 3,999 39597 22 26 687 1.4 23458 1.3
4,000 — 5,999 65270 3.6 39273 2.1 34979 2.0
6,000 — 7,999 157 488 8.7 56 568 3.0 35791 2.0
8,000 — 9,999 243 885 134 124 318 6.6 58 508 33
10,000 — 14,999 456 771 25.1 470 674 24.9 306 966 17.2
15,000 — 19,999 246 101 13.5 354 306 18.7 330284 18.5
20,000 — 24,999 167 212 92 222546 11.8 291041 16.3
25,000 — 29,999 81911 4.5 108 215 5.7 132 070 7.4
30,000 — 39,999 126 242 6.9 172 159 9.1 197 412 11.0
40,000 — 59,999 102 950 5.7 146 709 7.7 173 931 9.7
> 60,000 104 670 5.8 154 358 8.2 184 008 10.3
Hag 1818794 100.0 1893259 100.0 1788284 100.0
Total S H TR PR GBI
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
13,000 17,000 20,000
% Female <2,000 35238 2.4 26 137 1.7 28 737 1.8
2,000 — 3,999 71117 49 52 126 3.4 37 456 2.4
4,000 — 5,999 94 269 6.5 60 027 39 54 697 3.5
6,000 — 7,999 205 474 14.1 74 186 4.9 54512 3.5
8,000 — 9,999 210333 144 158 784 10.4 72 248 4.6
10,000 — 14,999 297 597 204 420588 27.6 350004 224
15,000 — 19,999 165433 11.3 218471 143 285 664 18.3
20,000 — 24,999 117 306 8.0 150 119 9.8 189 935 12.2
25,000 — 29,999 59 721 4.1 82 488 5.4 85 606 5.5
30,000 — 39,999 90 001 6.2 104 870 6.9 142 334 9.1
40,000 — 59,999 70 053 4.8 100 953 6.6 133182 8.5
> 60,000 43229 3.0 77 099 5.1 128 677 8.2
Haxt 1459771 100.0 1525848 100.0 1563052 100.0
Total FEH TR P GBI
Median monthly income from main employment (HKS)
10,900 14,000 17,000
&%t Both sexes < 2,000 61935 1.9 43 583 1.3 48 573 1.4
2,000 — 3,999 110714 34 78 813 2.3 60914 1.8
4,000 — 5,999 159 539 49 99 300 2.9 89 676 2.7
6,000 — 7,999 362 962 11.1 130 754 3.8 90 303 2.7
8,000 — 9,999 454218 139 283102 8.3 130 756 3.9
10,000 — 14,999 754 368 23.0 891 262 26.1 656 970 19.6
15,000 — 19,999 411 534 126 572777 16.8 615948 18.4
20,000 — 24,999 284 518 8.7 372 665 10.9 480 976 14.4
25,000 — 29,999 141 632 43 190 703 5.6 217 676 6.5
30,000 — 39,999 216 243 6.6 277 029 8.1 339 746 10.1
40,000 — 59,999 173 003 5.3 247 662 7.2 307 113 9.2
> 60,000 147 899 4.5 231457 6.8 312 685 9.3
HaET 3278565 100.0 3419107 100.0 3351336 100.0
Total A TSP GBI
Median monthly income from main employment (HKS)
12,000 15,500 19,500
R (1) B EERIRECES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
2021 A 1% 25 23 2021 Population Census
FREMEHS  BEOERRASTE Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
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& 2.1 2011 48 ~ 2016 47 & 2021 FEHAFRRAH R R MR IRIS R TR ACORYE H EERSERA P AL
B (FEREIMERERETL)

Chart 2.1 Median monthly income from main employment of working population” (excluding
foreign domestic helpers) by age group and sex, 2011, 2016 and 2021

g H FERE A 8 BT
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
26,000
24,000
22,000
20,000
18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000 y
4,000 |
2,000 |
0 1 1 1 L .
15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 05+

as bl
Age group

5 H FERSEU AT 8 CBTT)

Median monthly income from main employment (HKS)
26,000
24,000
22,000
20,000
18,000
16,000
14,000
12,000
10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000 |

0 . \ . L L
15-19 20-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+

FEHAE A
Age group

R (1) BN EERINRECES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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HEEE

2.18 HEREBESARAN LKA
LTRERENHAEFEERERE - £ 2021 £ R
RUB/SAZERAENEBRALNEA
T B E YA P 80Z 10,25075T > 2 8 5L
B EHESAHRE AN L0 % 30,000 7T 69
34.2% - (%=2.6)

2.19 MZRUEEREFNERANLH
T HUWA P8 H 2011 F£4y 25,000 5T E7F
% 201641y 27,000 ¢ » F#E — & 7 2 2021
FHy 30,0005C - S5—J5H c RZEE A2
BHIABENAEBRA LS H W ARG 2011
Y 6,900 T nzE 2021 £y 10,250 ¢ 0k
7+ 48.6% - (%2.6)

2.6
RRE B A 8L
Table 2.6

Educational attainment

2.18 Working persons with higher educational
attainment generally have higher income than the less
educated ones. In 2021, the median monthly income
from main employment of the working persons with no
schooling/pre-primary education was $10,250 which was
34.2% of that of working persons who had attended
post-secondary education in degree courses ($30,000).

(Table 2.6)

2.19 Median monthly income of working persons
with degree education increased from $25,000 in 2011 to
$27,000 in 2016, and further to $30,000 in 2021. On the
other hand, the median monthly income of working
persons with no schooling/pre-primary education also
recorded a distinct increase by 48.6% from $6,900 in 2011
to $10,250 in 2021. (Table 2.6)

2011 £ ~ 2016 £ 2021 FEHEHHEREE (HEHHEEE) SN ITEAOVNEREE

Median monthly income from main employment of working population® by

educational attainment (highest level attended), 2011, 2016 and 2021

LERE (R )
Educational attainment (highest level attended)

g A FERSER AP E CEIT)
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)

2011 2016 2021

KZHE /LRIHE 6,900 9,750 10,250
No schooling/Pre-primary
INER 8,000 10,000 11,000
Primary
I 8,500 11,000 13,000
Lower secondary
= 10,000 13,000 15,000
Upper secondary
HEHE R EE 13,500 16,000 18,500
Post-secondary : Diploma/Certificate

B2 3RAE 12,360 15,300 19,000

Sub-degree course

BsRE 25,000 27,000 30,000

Degree course
&at 11,000 15,000 18,000
Overall

iR (1) BETEEENRERES -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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2.20 AT A > B 2016 AR - B
ETemRkREE WIEADOLE 2021 4
A BERATAERS - & 3L2507T -
HxE " &l &aEaf %, (26,000 5T) K
CARITE - B ABBEMRRERET
G # (25,000 5¢ ) - (£ 2.7)

221 B EEBESNMS > £ 2021
FoRHENFAMERA TR ES > 2
50,000 Jt - EIERLMT T A (B IESNEE R E
T ) 11,840 jTHy 4.2 f& - 4£ 2016 & - M JE
EERTy 44 5 - EEHLE > A EEBEHM
BEVEHBRBRATLEERE S FHA
6.0% & 36.4% 1y e iE - (% 2.8)

2021 4E A1
FREMEHE  FENEPUA ST
EBFITHE BURGETR

Industry and occupation

2.20 Analysed by industry, similar to 2016, working
population in “Financing and insurance” had the highest
median monthly employment income of $31,250 in 2021,
followed by “Information and communications” ($26,000)
and “Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities” ($25,000). (Table 2.7)

2.21 Amongst the various broad job categories,
managers had the highest median monthly employment
income of $50,000 in 2021, which was 4.2 times that of
working persons in elementary occupations (excluding
foreign helpers), at $11,840. The
corresponding ratio was 4.4 in 2016. In fact, the median

domestic

monthly employment income of all job categories
recorded increases ranging from 6.0% to 36.4% over the
past 5 years. (Table 2.8)

26 2021 Population Census
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Table 2.7 Median monthly income from main employment of working population®® by
industry®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
p— g A EERSER AT 8 CGBIT)
IT(/l\ ‘ Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
neusty 2011 2016 2021
e 13,000 15,000 18,000
Manufacturing
e y=E S 12,000 15,500 20,000
Construction
I - HESs R 12,000 15,000 17,000
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
iy~ B~ EEUHIRAR S 10,500 14,000 16,500
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
EXEV-EA=TSVEES 8,800 11,750 15,000
Accommodation and food services
EGIVSEHHIE S 17,080 22,000 26,000
Information and communications
B e 21,250 26,100 31,250
Financing and insurance
e ~ B R P IR SE 10,250 14,040 17,000
Real estate, professional and business services
DNHATEC BE ~ NI E S 1S 18,990 20,310 25,000
Public administration, education, human health and social
work activities
FEIE & R B RS 3,600 4,210 4,300
Miscellaneous social and personal services
(I FERERF L) (9,000) (12,500) (14,900)
(excluding foreign domestic helpers)
Hfh@ 14,000 15,500 20,000
Others®
=5 11,000 15,000 18,000
Overall (12,000) (15,500) (19,500)

R (1) GEtRAVEEE RN T EEPRETE M 2.0
W) Ry BEAHIFT ST AR -

(2) FEBEARE TR NE R FE B LR TR
iT_‘ o

(3) BT aEmEMRERES -

(4) TEAM HE TR - MEEROMSE ) - T ERBRR R
i PEITRIRABEE | T BAOKHLRE | 5KE
- BEIEYIEB RIS GEE)  FTE o Kl
TBRYTTIE R BEDR S Al A 2 -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the industry
classification modeled on the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.

(2) Figures in brackets refer to figures excluding foreign domestic
helpers.

(3) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

29, <

(4) “Others” include “Agriculture, forestry and fishing”; “Mining
and quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply;
sewerage, waste management and remediation activities” and

industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.
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Table 2.8 Median monthly income from main employment of working population®® by

occupation®, 2016 and 2021

B H EERSRWA P rE CBIT)

?i tion Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
cetpatio 2016 2021
sl 43,940 50,000
Managers
HEANE 33,000 45,000
Professionals
LIRS YN 20,750 22,000
Associate professionals
NEZEAR 14,000 16,500
Clerical support workers
3EYSE - =IN 11,750 14,000
Service and sales workers
TERAMAE 15,000 18,000
Craft and related workers
G MR E B R R 13,000 15,500
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
IR A 5,000 5,250
Elementary occupations

(FEFTIFEFERET ) (10,000) (11,840)

(excluding foreign domestic helpers)
TR T KRR R IBCE 11,000 13,000
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and

occupations not classifiable

&at 15,000 18,000
Overall (15,500) (19,500)

FERE (1) 4eEtRNEEE RS 2021 A CIREEFTER A Notes : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the occupation

HYRE T BEREL - sEiER 2R TR classification adopted in the 2021 Population Census. Please
refer to “Definition of Terms” for further details.
(2) FESRAHVEF PRI NS R (T s T R AV (2) Figures in brackets refer to figures excluding foreign domestic
o helpers.
(3) BT ERERINREEEER - (3) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
2021 A 1% 28 2021 Population Census
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Socio-economic characteristics of working
population in different income groups

2.22 To facilitate comparison of income trend,
working persons are classified into 3 broader groups
according to the income, viz. the 1st — 2nd decile groups,
3rd — 8th decile groups, and 9th — 10th decile groups. It
should, however, be stressed that the above are defined in
a relative rather than an absolute sense.

2.23 According to the above delineation, the income
share of working persons in the 9th — 10th decile groups
fell slightly from 56.4% in 2011 to 55.3% in 2021, while
those in the 3rd — 8th decile groups rose from 39.4% to
40.9% during the same period. (Table 2.9)

1st — 2nd decile groups

2.24 In 2021, working persons in the 1st—2nd
decile groups were basically lower-educated persons
engaged in relatively low-skilled jobs such as service and
sales workers or elementary occupations. Almost 40%
of the working persons in this group had an education level
of lower secondary and below only. The median monthly
income from main employment was low at $4,800, about
one-tenth of that in the 9th — 10th decile groups. Yet, it
should be mindful that part-time workers with much fewer
hours of work could to a certain extent affect the monthly
employment income distribution, particularly in the lower
income brackets. (Table 2.10)

2.25 It is also noteworthy that there were more
women than men in this group because of the presence of
a large number of foreign domestic helpers whose
employment income was generally at around $4,600 per
month.  After excluding them, the median monthly
income of this group was $6,000 in 2021 while the sex
ratio would increase from 305 to 692. (Table 2.10)

2.26 The proportion of non-Hong Kong born
persons in this group also stood high at 66.9%. When
foreign domestic helpers were excluded, this proportion
decreased to 41.5%, which was still higher than the overall
figure of 32.8%. This was partly attributed to the
considerable number of persons from the Mainland having
resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years, commonly
known as new arrivals, who accounted for 2.3% of the
persons in this group. (Table 2.10)

29 2021 Population Census
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3rd — 8th decile groups

2.27 Of the 2.2 million working persons in the
3rd — 8th decile groups, almost half were in the young to
middle age groups (i.e. aged 25 —44). Their educational
attainment was in general higher than that in the 1st — 2nd
decile groups, with 35.4% having attended upper
secondary level and another 38.8% having attended
post-secondary level. With  higher
attainment and more working experience, individuals in
this group had a median monthly employment income of
$18,000, which was the same as that of the entire working
population. (Table 2.9 and Table 2.10)

educational

2.28 A relatively larger proportion of persons in this
group were associate professionals (22.5%), followed by
service and sales workers (22.2%) and clerical support
workers (19.3%). In terms of industry, the largest
proportion (18.3%) of them were engaged in the
“Import/export, wholesale and retail trades” sector,
followed by the “Real estate, professional and business
services” sector (17.4%) and the “Public administration,
education, human health and social work activities” sector
(16.2%). (Table 2.10)

9th — 10th decile groups

2.29 Working persons in the 9th—10th decile
groups were mostly well-educated middle-aged
professionals and managers. Over 80% of the persons in
Around

90% of them were engaged in high-skilled jobs, working

this group attended post-secondary education.

as managers, professionals and associate professionals.
(Table 2.10)

2.30 It is natural that the median monthly income
from main employment of persons in this group was high
at $54,000, which tripled the overall median level. There
were significantly more men than women in this group,
with a sex ratio of 1 374. (Table 2.9 and Table 2.10)
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Table 2.9 Working population® by income groups, 2011, 2016 and 2021

i ] BFEINE R (R L NEFEIMER R L

Income Group

Including foreign domestic helpers

2011

2016

2021

Excluding foreign domestic helpers

2011

2016

2021

F—E 25 ETF 4 A
Ist — 2nd decile groups

T H EERSER AR CBT)

Range of monthly income from
main employment (HKS)

B H EERSER AT CEiT)

Median monthly income from main
employment (HKS)

SHNUANS SR ARTE 77 EE

Share of the groups’ income to total
aggregate income

TEACEH

Number of working population

E=EZE ) (EE A
3rd — 8th decile groups

T A EEHCERARE CBT)

Range of monthly income from
main employment (HKS$)

g H EFERSER A ¥ CGBIT)

Median monthly income from main
employment (HKS$)

AU AN S AR E 77 EE

Share of the groups’ income to total
aggregate income

NKCYNEE {E|

Number of working population

FIEZFEAE 4]
9th — 10th decile groups

T A EEECERARE CBT)

Range of monthly income from
main employment (HKS$)

5 H FERSE A ¥ CGBIT)

Median monthly income from main
employment (HKS$)

SHAAE LAY E 73EE
Share of the groups’ income to total
aggregate income

TEAOEH

Number of working population

<6,500

3,700

4.2

706 568

6,500 —

<23,750

11,000

394

2119 688

>23,750

36,250

56.4

706 593

<38,250

4,250

4.3

748 175

8,250 —

< 30,000

15,000

40.7

2 244 546

>30,000

45,000

55.0

748 181

<9,810

4,800

3.9

734 262

9,810 —

< 34,670

18,000

40.9

2202 794

>34,670

54,000

553

734 269

<7,500

5,800

5.0

655 706

7,500 —

< 25,000

12,000

39.6

1967 131

> 25,000

38,940

55.4

655 728

<10,000

7,750

5.5

683 814

10,000 —
<30,000
15,500

40.9

2051467

>30,000

49,000

53.6

683 826

<11,310

8,500

5.1

670 265

11,320-
<36,500
19,500

41.1

2010792

>36,500

56,000

53.8

670279

3 () B amnEmREeEs -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE
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Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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Table 2.10  Socio-economic characteristics of working population®® in different income groups,
2021
W AGH R &
Income group Overall
B E F=EEE/E L FIEEE
+E5r4EH] +E 4R R Zarhill
1st—2nd 3rd — 8th 9th — 10th
decile groups decile groups decile groups
FMERIE Y TIEACIERR (H2oER)
Proportion of working population by sex (%)
5 234 (40.9). 542 (542) 579 (57.9) 48.8 (53.4)
Male
z 76.6 (59.1)) 458 (45.8) 42.1 (42.1) 512 (46.6)
Female
PERIEER (BT B S 305 (692) 1183 (1184) 1374 (1374) 952 (1 144)
Sex ratio (males per 1 000 females)
FRAERRAH BB TAE A CIEERT (EER)
Proportion of working population by age group (%)
15-24 93 (15.0) 57 (5.7) 07 (0.7) 54 (5.8)
25-34 17.6  (9.8) 248 (24.8) 18.1 (18.1) 22.0 (21.5)
3544 28.6 (13.7) 21.6 (21.6) 324 (324) 252 (23.0)
45 - 54 18.7 (19.3)! 229 (22.9) 30.0 (30.0); 235 (24.0)
55-64 16.0 (25.1)) 20.1 (20.1); 16.1 (16.1); 18.5 (19.8)
65+ 9.8 (17.2) 49 (4.9 27 (2.7 54 (5.9
F A B R AE A CIERR (B o0ER)
Proportion of working population by place of birth (%)
EEAERAE 33.1 (58.5) 663 (66.3) 747 (747) 613 (67.2)
Born in Hong Kong
ARSI T H A 66.9 (41.5) 33.7 (33.7). 253 (253) 387 (32.8)
Born outside Hong Kong
JEBART 4 305 (3.7) 33 (33 42 (42 89 (3.5)
Having resided in Hong Kong for less than 7 years
Vatiit 323 1.3 (2.3 1.7 (1.7) 0.6 (0.6) 1.4 (1.5)
Persons from the Mainland
B A 29.1  (1.3) 1.6 (1.6) 3.6 (3.6) 7.5 (2.0
Persons from other places
JEHT EEGL [ 364 (37.8) 304 (30.4) 211 (21.1). 29.7 (29.3)
Having resided in Hong Kong for 7 years or more
HEHEREE (RestsEtesy) ony TE NG
(HEE)
Proportion of working population by educational
attainment (highest level attended) (%)
VIR LT 379 (41.8) 257 (257) 33 (3.3) 237 (22.8)
Lower secondary and below
= 372 (31.3)) 354 (354), 132 (13.2), 31.4 (30.1)
Upper secondary
oG 249 (26.9) 38.8 (38.8) 835 (83.5) 450 (47.1)
Post-secondary
2021 A 1% 32 2021 Population Census
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Table 2.10  Socio-economic characteristics of working population®® in different income groups,
2021 (cont’d)

W A&H A &
Income group Overall
LM B/ E SIEREAE
TEE 4 TEE 4 a2 il
1st—2nd 3rd — 8th 9th — 10th
decile groups decile groups decile groups
TR TIEANOELE (CH5EL)
Proportion of working population by industry® (%)
S 1.7 (2.9) 3.8 (3.8) 2.6 (2.6) 3.1 (3.4
Manufacturing
Jeyiee 32 (5.7 11.0 (11.0) 7.0 (7.0) 8.6 (94
Construction
O - {3 RBEE 11.0 (19.5): 183 (183): 11.3 (11.3); 15.5 (16.9)
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
iy - B~ FBURR IR 64 (11.3); 103 (10.3) 3.8 (3.8) 82 (9.0)
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
15 e a iR E 8.0 (14.1) 85 (8.5) 1.7 (1.7) 7.0 (7.7)
Accommodation and food services
EE R mENE 0.8 (1.4) 3.6 (3.6) 6.2 (6.2) 3.6 (3.9
Information and communications
Bl R PREgE 1.7  (@3.1) 62 (62); 17.8 (17.8) 7.6 (8.3)
Financing and insurance
M ~ FHE PG FHRIGE 11.2 (199) 174 (17.4). 156 (156) 158 (17.3)
Real estate, professional and business services
AT~ HE - NEEE IR R TS 7.8 (13.8); 162 (16.2); 32.1 (32.1); 17.7 (19.4)
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities
FETE L R A RS 477  (7.5) 41 4.1 1.3 (1.3); 123 (3.9
Miscellaneous social and personal services
HAth® 04 (0.7) 07 (0.7 07 (7)) 06 (0.7)
Others®
TEREEO B TEACERS (H 53
Proportion of working population by occupation® (%)
A 0.7 (1.2) 5.1 (5.1)) 324 (324 9.7 (10.6)
Managers
HEANE 1.7 (3.1) 59 (59) 36.8 (36.8)) 11.2 (12.3)
Professionals
LiE YN 6.5 (11.5); 22,5 (22.5) 20.8 (20.8): 19.0 (20.8)
Associate professionals
XELEAR 6.8 (12.0); 193 (19.4) 34 (34) 13.6 (149
Clerical support workers
Y& =IN= 19.8 (35.1): 222 (22.2) 44 (4.4) 182 (19.9
Service and sales workers
TERERAR 2.6 (4.6) 8.1 (8.1) 14 (1.4 57 (6.2)
Craft and related workers
G RIS ERE B R B 4.0 (7.0 57 (5.7) 0.5 (0.5) 43 (4.7
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
JERT T A 57.7 (25.1); 11.0 (10.9) 04 (0.4); 182 (10.4)
Elementary occupations
TR T RN RE ST RBCE 02 (04 02 (0.2) 0.0 (0.0) 0.2 (0.2)
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable
2021 A 1% 25 33 2021 Population Census
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Table 2.10

2021 (cont’d)

2021 FEREW AL TIEA O WOR e i P ® ()

Socio-economic characteristics of working population®@ in different income groups,

FHEEE
TSI 4EH]
Ist—2nd
decile groups

GG
Income group

E X EEC YN

R bl

3rd — 8th

decile groups

I UEZE A
R hil

9th — 10th
decile groups

&t

Overall

5 H EEREEA P8 CBIT)

4,800 (6,000)

18,000 (18,000)

54,000 (54,000)

18,000 (19,500)

Median monthly income from main employment
(HKS)

HRE (1) BE T EEEMRERES -

(2) FESEARVI SRR AE R — 5 3 40 P R S M 2R P

T&AENET -

() FEEtRNBT R T EEEETESE 20 i, RE

RAATHE MR -

(@) TEA, EUfE TR - ARERORE ) TIRBRIRG
TSKEEE - BEIEY)
B R S aEE) ) FITHE > RIEREITTE R RE R

PEEAIERATLRE o T B ARKALRE

A o

(5) FEatRNAVB T ZARE 2021 4 AN CIEEFTERFANREE S

JaRE - FEASR TERREE -

EF WA DT

231 B AN EHEBEWA K RE
ERWAEBRZE 10 FIREETHIE - /£ 2011
FE 202 F£H > EFFRFEARATME (F
BIEANFE X E T ) B 20,200 T8 E L
352% % 27,320 T - (%% 2.11b)

232 EFAEGRBEBRTHREH
EFWAREZE  RFEFLETHE
F (HEFANRINERERITIIEDLE—
HE BB SRIEEKE ) e H A 4 iz
B (AEEIEREFEL) £8E 10 £8
= LT 41.4% > | 2011 &£ /9 24,500 ¢ EFA =
2021 £ 19 34,650 jT - (% 2.11b)

2021 £ A LI 2
ERMEERE © BB PURAS
ERRHIITHE BUSETR

Notes : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

(2) Figures in brackets refer to figures of the same decile group
excluding foreign domestic helpers.

(3) Figures in this table are compiled based on the industry
classification modeled on the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.

(4) “Others” include “Agriculture and fishing”; “Mining, forestry
and quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply;
sewerage, waste management and remediation activities” and
industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.

(5) Figures in this table are compiled based on the occupation
classification adopted in the 2021 Population Census.
Please refer to “Definition of Terms” for further details.

Household income distribution

231
employment, domestic household income also recorded
Between 2011 and 2021,
the median monthly household income (excluding foreign

Similar to individual income from main

growth over the past decade.

domestic helpers) increased significantly by 35.2% from
$20,200 to $27,320. (Table 2.11b)

2.32
by whether there is an economically active person in that

The income of a household is strongly affected

household. For the economically active households (i.e.
households with at least one member working or seeking
work apart from foreign domestic helpers), the median
monthly household income (excluding foreign domestic
helpers) surged by 41.4% over the past decade, from
$24,500 in 2011 to $34,650 in 2021. (Table 2.11b)

34 2021 Population Census
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233 Lt AL Bl sx #r > EE &8 AW
A (R BLFESNFE X BE (1) 7Y 4,000 7T HY
FERMMEASEE 2011 F£69 9.5% FREZE
2016 1 6.3% K 2021 1y 7.7% > M{EF &
A W AAE 40,000 7T 26 PA B /Y (£ 5 B Al 9 EE
R 2011 89 23.1% > #jnZE 2016 F 1Y
30.8% Kz 2021 1y 35.6% - (% 2.11b)

2.34 RBELBEEHEF WA D AE
A AERARE - EFEFHBA (FEE
HMEE R BE R L) (R 4,000 JTHY1E F &K E
BE AT S E e i 2011 £ HY 1.6% Tk =
2016 1y 1.2% - F I+ 2 2021 6y 2.2% 5 1
B A U A 40,000 T = BL B /Y £ P R (S 5 5
EEEEHRIE 27.2% EF-E 37.1% K 43.7% -
EHLE EEFEHAWARR 4,000 5T E
Fa o 77.4% RBIFEEL K EEHAER (M
FIEEF WA KA BRI FE 5 5 B LA &
R B EEE (OB K AL - BFEXE
BE - R E &k 15 TR
H)) e (% 2.11b)

235 1E 40 5 A B & B Al o B SR U A Y
EARGBEEZLEINEFBADAM - I
ANdEikbtkEFNELEEEBERE -
SHERBEFEHES ~ NEEF G2
FTAEEFOEAFE&ER L SETgHKA
SAERERTZE - FEIREKEE TN
BELEE - RK& - BUFSHIWAFHD KR
RTEGLEBINEFERRARSG - EE¥
BYHES 4B W

2021 £ A LI 7
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2.33 Analysed by income brackets, the percentage
share of households with monthly household income
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) below $4,000
decreased from 9.5% in 2011, to 6.3% in 2016, and 7.7%
in 2021, while those with monthly income at $40,000 or
above grew from 23.1% in 2011, to 30.8% in 2016 and
35.6% in 2021. (Table 2.11b)

2.34 A different pattern was observed in the income
distribution of the economically active households over
the period. The percentage share of economically active
households with monthly household income (excluding
foreign domestic helpers) below $4,000 decreased from
1.6% in 2011 to 1.2% in 2016, and increased to 2.2% in
2021, while those with monthly household income at
$40,000 or above increased from 27.2%, to 37.1% and
43.7% respectively over the same period.
among those households with monthly household income
below $4,000 in 2021, 77.4% were economically inactive
households (i.e. domestic households with all members
(excluding foreign domestic helpers) being economically
inactive (e.g. retired persons, home-makers, unpaid carers
and children below the age of 15)). (Table 2.11b)

In fact,

2.35 As described in earlier paragraphs, the
dispersion of employment income will notably affect
household income distribution. In addition, structural
factors such as population ageing and dwindling
household size have led to secular increase in proportions
of economically inactive households and smaller-sized
households, which also would impact significantly on
income distribution. These effects are further analysed in
Chapter 3. Finally, the Government’s various
redistributive policies also affect the actual income a
household receives, which are discussed in Chapter 4.
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Table 2.11a Domestic households by monthly domestic household income (including foreign
domestic helpers), 2011, 2016 and 2021

FEEEFEHUR FrA R EEEF WL EH RO
A GEro) All domestic households Economically active households®"
Monthly domestic 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
household income #HH B #HH Bt #HH B #HH Btk HH B #H BHoLL
(HKS$) Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
< 2,000 85394 3.6 100 629 4.0 119 581 4.5 11204 0.6 11578 0.6 28 665 1.3
2,000 - 3,999 129 332 5.5 38 632 1.5 67 240 2.5 18 622 1.0 10 489 0.5 15 686 0.7
4,000 — 5,999 94 894 4.0 119616 4.8 107 799 4.0 31759 1.6 16 200 0.8 23918 1.1
6,000 — 7,999 121173 5.1 119 574 4.8 120 094 4.5 72 829 3.7 29 810 1.5 27727 1.3
8,000 — 9,999 133 122 5.6 101 666 4.1 107 325 4.0 106 339 5.5 52 876 2.6 39988 1.9
10,000 — 14,999 297 830 12.6 295912 11.8 259 474 9.7 262273 13.5 243850 120 177780 8.4
15,000 — 19,999 265224 11.2 251872 10.0 230235 8.6 248321 12.8 234275 11.5 203 037 9.5
20,000 — 24,999 235695 9.9 220935 8.8 223903 84 223053 11.5 209 156 103 210303 9.9
25,000 — 29,999 181 313 7.7 176 659 7.0 171916 6.4 174 421 9.0 170200 84 164721 7.7
30,000 — 39,999 269 283 11.4 301856 12.0 307442 11.5 259383 133 292422 144 296 731 14.0
40,000 — 59,999 267953 11.3 360529 144 399328 149 259582 134 351159 17.3 389891 18.3
60,000 — 79,999 117 260 5.0 168 441 6.7 211 321 7.9 113 324 5.8 164324 8.1 206 697 9.7
80,000 — 99,999 58 895 2.5 89413 3.6 114 878 4.3 56 878 2.9 87438 4.3 112 619 53
> 100,000 111428 4.7 164 000 6.5 233 625 8.7 106 385 5.5 159 748 7.9 228557 10.7
HaE 2368796 100.0 2509734 100.0 2674161 100.0 1944373 100.0 2033525 100.0 2126320 100.0
Total
FEEFEAWASRNE CET)
Median monthly domestic household income (HKS)
20,500 25,000 27,650 24,810 30,450 35,040

FERE (1) RELREHFEFREREFEFA (BRIMNEZRE Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households
HELIN) EDF—FR ARG - with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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Table 2.11b Domestic households by monthly domestic household income (excluding foreign
domestic helpers), 2011, 2016 and 2021

FEEEFEHUR FrA#EEF RELFEIESD
A GEro) All domestic households Economically active households®
Monthly domestic 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
household income HH B HH Bt HH Bt HH Hoth #HH "L HH Bt
(HKS$) Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %  Number %
< 2,000 96218 4.1 111 614 4.5 131554 4.9 11 665 0.6 12 378 0.6 30193 1.4
2,000 - 3,999 129 827 5.5 45987 1.8 74 380 2.8 18917 1.0 11072 0.5 16 299 0.8
4,000 — 5,999 88 725 3.7 119 763 4.8 106 656 4.0 31903 1.6 15940 0.8 23 478 1.1
6,000 — 7,999 120 182 5.1 118 692 4.7 120 249 4.5 73270 3.8 30 002 1.5 27 581 1.3
8,000 — 9,999 132 578 5.6 94 440 3.8 101 308 3.8 107 255 5.5 54 082 2.7 40 518 1.9
10,000 — 14,999 297930 12.6 293581 11.7 255017 9.5 263731 13.6 247700 12.2 180295 8.5
15,000 — 19,999 265 819 11.2 250710 10.0 230 000 8.6 249379 12.8 234578 11.5 205342 9.7
20,000 — 24,999 237111 10.0 221950 8.8 224197 84 224697 116 210343 103 211766 10.0
25,000 — 29,999 181 800 7.7 176 120 7.0 170 755 6.4 175209 9.0 170563 84 164039 7.7
30,000 — 39,999 269 051 11.4 302487 121 307458 11.5 259302 133 293287 144 297486 14.0
40,000 — 59,999 265 835 11.2 359128 143 398396 149 257652 133 350122 17.2 389227 18.3
60,000 — 79,999 115116 4.9 166 319 6.6 209 300 7.8 111 353 5.7 162359 8.0 204781 9.6
80,000 — 99,999 57 670 2.4 87 195 3.5 114 039 4.3 55636 2.9 85272 4.2 111 857 53
> 100,000 109 340 4.6 160 036 6.4 228 375 8.5 104 404 54 155827 7.7 223458 10.5
HaE 2367202 100.0 2508022 100.0 2671684 100.0 1944373 100.0 2033525 100.0 2126320 100.0
Total
FEEFEAWASRNE CET)
Median monthly domestic household income (HKS)
20,200 24,890 27,320 24,500 30,000 34,650

iR (1) RSB ERZEEEFN (FRIMERE
BB -

HLsN) Z=E—H

2021 F ANOEE

TS © FBOE WA
ERRITRE BN

Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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AEAFoEBNRAZLERENE - &
B AEPEEFWADEY - Rk EH
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AR U A RIEH 10% M ER - F @+
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i ARMETEFEME-F oG ER
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2.37 1£ 2011 £ &= 2021 £ HAR > 55 — (@
T E o HA R AE P A (F &S FE
FEMT) TABETR 23%  F @+
Fod R ERPWARMENNT 174%
M =25+ -FoHHAEF AP
i A 214% = 402% F FHH & - 58
8 ANBESEW A (FEENEREMHELT) B
BHEAR > BEHE 2021 FHA+FoH
B B SR U A o iz BB 2011 A EE I R 1S
44.0% £ 63.6% ~NENHE E -

(F 2.3 k% 2.12b)

2.38 HER > EFWAEEREEW
AR > HAKPFHBEZER NBATE
Ao BUEF WA AR N B 2 E S R Y
ANOE#geAE R EF/NEACH &N R A
FHE BIFEHWABTSREBRRIGZE
HEFEEWARSE

2.39 Wit - HFRNEFBLRTESHEF
W AZBENIHTIAER - SMEBEFR
meE - A +EoENER WA I8
FERE 10 FEREHEE - AIRNEEREDN
WA zEl 2019 HiRmERERNRZE 5
— {8+ F o SR EYE F A P B R R
I0FEHEF 179% B E - (F 2.12b)

2021 4E A1
FREMEHE  FENEPUA ST
EBFITHE BURGETR

Median household income by decile group

2.36 The extent of dispersion in household income
distribution can be studied by comparing the rates of
income change amongst different decile groups. All
households are first ranked by household income and then
divided into 10 equal groups, with the Ist decile group
being the 10% of households having the lowest income,
the 2nd decile group being the next 10% and so on. The
median household income for each decile group is then
estimated.

2.37 Between 2011 and 2021, the median original
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) of
the 1st decile group declined by 2.3%, the 2nd decile group
increased by 17.4%, and the 3rd to 10th decile groups
recorded increases ranging from 21.4% to 40.2%. This
was different from the trend of individual employment
income (excluding foreign domestic helpers), whereby the
median employment income of all decile groups grew in
2021 as compared with 2011, with increases ranging from
44.0% to 63.6%. (Table 2.3 and Table 2.12b)

2.38 It should be noted that household income
mainly comprises employment earnings, and its level
hinges heavily on the household size.  Hence, its
distribution is also significantly affected by the structural
factors of population ageing and shrinkage in household
size. The Government’s various redistributive measures

also affect the actual income a household receives.

2.39 It is therefore also meaningful to focus the
analysis on the changes in the income of the economically
active households only. For these households, all decile
groups exhibited increases in income over the past decade.
Due to the effect of the COVID-19 epidemic on the income
of grassroots families, the median original household
income of the first decile group only increased by 17.9%
over the past decade. (Table 2.12b)
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Table 2.12a Median original monthly household income (including foreign domestic helpers) by
decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021

JEAFEFEHWBRA RS CGET) Es
Median original monthly household income (HK$) Ratio
i) AR HEH T S FrASRE LR BRI ER £
cciie group All domestic households Economically active households® All domestic households ~ Economically active households®
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2016: 2021: 2021: 2016: 2021: 2021:
2011 2016 2011 2011 2016 2011
F— (FEK) 2,290 3,290 2,860 7,000 9,250 8,310 1.44 0.87 1.25 1.32 0.90 1.19
1st (lowest)
F 6,610 7,900 7,630 10,340 13,500 15,000 1.20 0.97 1.16 1.31 1.11 1.45
2nd
B= 10,000 12,000 12,410 14,500 17,750 20,040 1.20 1.03 1.24 1.22 1.13 1.38
3rd
£ 14,010 16,500 18,040 18,000 22,000 25,160 1.18 1.09 1.29 1.22 1.14 1.40
4th
F 18,500 21,650 24,030 22,000 27,950 31,330 1.17 1.11 1.30 1.27 1.12 1.42
5th
£V 23,110 28,400 31,240 27,070 33,990 39,040 1.23 1.10 1.35 1.26 1.15 1.44
6th
Ft 29,700 36,000 40,210 33,300 41,650 48,170 1.21 1.12 1.35 1.25 1.16 1.45
7th
EVAN 38,000 46,250 52,720 42,000 52,250 60,290 1.22 1.14 1.39 1.24 1.15 1.44
8th
Eyil 52,480 63,750 73,210 58,000 70,490 82,750 1.21 1.15 1.40 1.22 1.17 1.43
9th
F+ (&e) 96,480 114,500 131,360 103,480 121,160 145,040 1.19 1.15 1.36 1.17 1.20 1.40
10th (highest)
& 20,500 25,000 27,650 24810 30,450 35,040 1.22 1.11 1.35 1.23 1.15 1.41
Overall

2 () SEFESEREEHERBNEEEE (55 Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

DT RREEF R SELOREEE A (B domestic households (ranked by household income (including
FEIMEREER L) BE51) - SE—E+F 4| foreign domestic helpers) of all domestic households and
FEES HEE O THER - F o\ 5540 economically active households respectively). The Ist decile
AEFEES S - HEE i 2 R ES group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the
AR HE 2nd decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.
(2) PEEKFEEEFRIEREE PN (BRIMERE (2) Economically active households refer to domestic households
BN B F—p BREREEE) - with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.

2021 A 1% 25 39 2021 Population Census
FREMEHS  BEOERRASTE Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong

EFARSITERE BUSSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



W A3 A Income Distribution
#2120 2011 4E ~ 2016 4K 2021 4E3+E 4RI VRS HRAEEFH BABAE (FEFEIE
RERTL)
Table 2.12b Median original monthly household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by
decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
JEAEFFHW AR (BT Bk S
Median original monthly household income (HK$) Ratio
RONFIb AR R EB S A fLR B PO
cclle group All domestic households ~ Economically active households® All domestic households ~ Economically active households®
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021 2016: 2021: 2021: 2016: 2021: 2021:
2011 2016 2011 2011 2016 2011
F— (RE) 2,070 2,560 2,020 7,000 9,230 8,250 1.24 0.79 0.98 1.32 0.89 1.18
1st (lowest)
FE 6,500 7,480 7,630 10,240 13,420 15,000 1.15 1.02 1.17 1.31 1.12 1.47
2nd
F= 10,000 12,000 12,140 14,250 17,500 20,000 1.20 1.01 1.21 1.23 1.14 1.40
3rd
=) 14,000 16,400 18,000 18,000 22,000 25,050 1.17 1.10 1.29 1.22 1.14 1.39
4th
Ehi 18,200 21,290 23,810 22,000 27,500 31,070 1.17 1.12 1.31 1.25 1.13 1.41
Sth
R 23,000 28,000 30,950 27,000 33,440 38,590 1.22 1.11 1.35 1.24 1.15 1.43
6th
£ 29,400 35,500 40,070 33,000 41,000 47,700 1.21 1.13 1.36 1.24 1.16 1.45
7th
EVIN 37,540 45,7750 52,050 41,400 51,450 60,070 1.22 1.14 1.39 1.24 1.17 1.45
8th
Eyl 51,430 62,500 72,120 57,000 70,000 81,210 1.22 1.15 1.40 1.23 1.16 1.42
9th
Bt (FE) 95,000 112,450 130,070 100,310 120,000 142,190 1.18 1.16 1.37 1.20 1.18 1.42
10th (highest)
&F 20,200 24,890 27,320 24,500 30,000 34,650 1.23 1.10 1.35 1.22 1.16 1.41
Overall
R (1) SETEENEEHEBENREES (5 Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

LAFRE R REEF R AL B /EEJJBEJE FIUEA (R
BIRIMERFE ) T3
BFEIES +(l§ﬁ1ﬁZTE’J{EJ5
SELI ELAEAE S (BB - o3 fir 2 R AT {E
o A -

(2) WBLFEENEPBISRIEEF N (BRINEZRIE
HIAN) B AR SR SEEORET) -

domestic households (ranked by household income (excluding
foreign domestic helpers) of all domestic households and
economically active households respectively). The Ist decile
group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the
2nd decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.

— &S5y 4l
FEHES

(2) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.

EEEF AT F A Household income at selected percentiles
2.40 BEPEHEEFRBARDZEZ 2.40 Ranking households in ascending order of
| f&a H‘ BEEEEANMUNERERE household income, the original monthly household income

S N
ALL P10 A% >
*® o WL EHE -

FrEEsULNEAEFSHWK
% A E E oy iz AT EL P20 X

241 #WE 10 £ FrA#EE S 7R
AEFEAWRA (FTEEINFERERI)

at selected percentiles can be obtained. The 10th
percentile of original monthly household income is
denoted as P10 and the 20th percentile as P20, and so on.

2.41
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) at

Over the past decade, the original monthly

¥ EF - (% 2.13b) all selected percentiles increased. (Table 2.13b)
2021 A 1% 40 2021 Population Census
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2.42 Dt E& B EEEFNE » A 2.42 As for the economically active households, the
BEASMNERAEFSHAKRA (KA monthly household income (excluding foreign domestic
INFERIEM L) B E 10 F£19815 33% 2 helpers) at all selected percentiles recorded a notable
44% Y B E T g - (% 2.13b) increase of 33% — 44% in the past decade. (Table 2.13b)

* 2.13a 2011 £ ~ 2016 £}z 2021 SEEF A UEAEFFHBA (EEIMERERL)

Table 2.13a  Original monthly household income (including foreign domestic helpers) at selected
percentiles, 2011, 2016 and 2021

FEAREFERAWRA CGET)
Original monthly household income (HK$)

B _
Percentile FrE R~ wELEEE R
All domestic households Economically active households"

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
10th (P10) 4,300 5,900 5,300 9,000 11,350 12,040
20th (P20) 8,500 10,000 10,040 12,300 15,500 17,540
30th (P30) 12,000 14,490 15,140 16,000 20,000 22,280
40th (P40) 16,000 19,290 20,560 20,000 25,000 28,440
50th (P50) 20,500 25,000 27,650 24,810 30,450 35,040
60th (P60) 26,000 31,650 35,360 30,000 37,740 43,110
70th (P70) 33,000 40,500 46,040 37,500 46,490 53,770
80th (P80) 44,000 53,750 60,950 48,850 60,000 70,040
90th (P90) 66,040 80,000 92,170 72,580 88,250 102,720

R (1) RELREHEFEEREERPAN (BRIMNERE Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households
LN BF R BRERRES) - with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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Table 2.13b  Original monthly household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) at selected
percentiles, 2011, 2016 and 2021
FEAREFGHIA (BT
Original monthly household income (HKS)
Haorfir L i .
Percentile A REES e }@l—/ﬁgjﬂfﬁ( )
All domestic households Economically active households("
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

10th (P10) 4,030 5,650 4,690 9,000 11,250 12,000

20th (P20) 8,300 10,000 10,000 12,070 15,250 17,370

30th (P30) 12,000 14,190 15,040 16,000 20,000 22,040

40th (P40) 16,000 19,000 20,300 20,000 24,870 28,140

50th (P50) 20,200 24,890 27,320 24,500 30,000 34,650

60th (P60) 26,000 31,250 35,140 30,000 37,090 42,630

70th (P70) 32,700 40,000 45,460 37,000 45,900 53,040

80th (P80) 43,340 52,760 60,200 48,000 59,430 69,200

90th (P90) 65,000 79,000 90,710 71,000 86,300 100,350
R (1) RRELREESEF2IEREEFN (BRIMNEREE Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households

BTN B A BB R BEORET) -

T A T E Y * B R E T 1

243

A EWAKFAREEFEHA

with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.

Socio-economic characteristics of households in
different income groups

243
to exhibit different characteristics.

Households with different income levels tend

FR - RETLEE  FAEFUTE D

R EAHER - B — 2% = E+
”ﬁzﬁ?ﬂ = =5 U E 1 % o3 45 5l A

FAEESHE+-FoHEn » 8TFEAD
Wy 7y A A -

244 RBELULLEHTH  FHLEZSE+
&+ F o d A0 A9 N BB S — =5
FodRM % > GBI K > BHRE

WAEHA NER ANBHER - FEES
TEH+FoEMNNFEEREABES @
EHE WA FESHBEWE - FEH AT ER
U HY I A - (% 2.14a )z 3 2.14b)

2021 £ A LI 2
ERMEERE © BB PURAS
ERRHIITHE BUSETR

For the purpose of
comparison, households are categorised into 3 broader
groups, viz. the 1st —2nd decile groups, 3rd — 8th decile
groups and 9th — 10th decile groups, same as in the case of
working population.

2.44
number and proportion of population in the 9th — 10th

According to the above demarcation, the larger

decile groups, as against the 1st — 2nd decile groups, was
due to the difference in household size between these 2
groups. The average household size in the 9th — 10th
decile groups doubled that of the 1st — 2nd decile groups.
More details can be found in the analysis that follows.
(Table 2.14a and Table 2.14b)
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Z@AO2ERMIEFEE - HF 22.7% (M
2EMNBFE 60.6%- FEAOEF > JER
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2.49 EE ISl 5 1 = = R BN o=
B ETFADNEH ZEZBRERAS
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1st — 2nd decile groups

2.45 Households in the 1st — 2nd decile groups were
generally of smaller size, comprising an average of 1.7
members in 2021. 40.9% of these households lived in
public rental housing. (Table 2.15)

2.46 The proportion of elderly aged 65 and over in
the 1st—2nd decile groups reached 46.2%, whereas the
proportion of children aged under 15 was only 6.1%. As
such, the proportion of households comprising adult(s) and
children was low at 8.7%, far lower than the territorial
figure of 24.4%. (Table 2.15)

2.47 There were a large number of elderly in this
group who were retired without employment income, and
the proportion of households without income or with other
cash income only was relatively high at 10.2% and 68.3%
respectively. The corresponding figures of all
households were 2.0% and 18.9%. (Table 2.15)

2.48 The educational attainment of persons in this
group was relatively low, with 34.3% having attended only
primary education and below. Also, a very low labour
force participation rate of 22.7% was found in this group,
as compared to the territorial level of 60.6%. For those
working, a rather significant proportion worked in
elementary occupations. (Table 2.15)

2.49 The distinct features of persons in this group,
as described above, explained a low median monthly
income from main employment of the working population,
at $5,500 (excluding foreign domestic helpers). Coupled
with the small number of working members (only a mere
0.2 person per household on average), a median monthly
household income of only $4,690, which was less than
one-fifth of the territorial median, was observed.

(Table 2.15)

3rd — 8th decile groups

2.50 The average size of households in the 3rd — 8th
decile groups was 2.8, slightly larger than the territorial
average. The distribution of these households by type of
housing was comparatively closer to the overall
distribution, with 34.7% in public rental housing, 17.0% in
subsidised home ownership housing and 47.0% in private
43 2021 Population Census
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permanent housing. 44.9% of the households in this
group owned their residence and their median ratio of
housing cost to household income was 10.1%.

(Table 2.15)

2.51 There was a high proportion of middle-aged
persons in the 3rd — 8th decile groups.  Over half of those
aged 15 and over attended secondary school. The labour
force participation rate of persons in this group was 61.8%.
(Table 2.15)

2.52 There were more income earners in these
households who were better educated and had higher
income from main employment. The median monthly
household income of households in this group was
$27,650, which far exceeded the median of the 1st—2nd
decile groups. (Table 2.15)

9th — 10th decile groups

2.53 Households in the 9th — 10th decile groups
tended to be of even larger size, giving an average of 3.5
members.
was that near 30% of them had foreign domestic helpers.

If foreign domestic helpers were excluded, the average
(Table 2.15)

A distinct feature of households in this group

household size would be reduced to 3.2.

2.54 The vast majority (82.4%) of these households
lived in private permanent housing. Almost two-thirds
of the households in this group owned their residence and
their median ratio of housing cost to household income
was 9.5%. (Table 2.15)

2.55 Households comprising adult(s) with children
constituted 35.9% of all households in this group. It was
also worth noting that the average number of working
These

well-educated

members in these households was high at 2.3.

working members were  mostly
professionals and managers, earning a median income of
$30,000 per month, which was 66.7% higher than the
overall median. As a result, their median monthly
household income also stood high at $92,170.

(Table 2.15)
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Table 2.14a Domestic households by income groups (including foreign domestic helpers), 2011,

2016 and 2021

W AZH A

Income group

A REEF

All domestic households

2011

2016

2021

femgpmEsEsY

Economically active households"
2011 2016 2021

=5 E T F e
Ist — 2nd decile groups
FIEEFFHWBARRE (BT)
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HKS$)

FEEFFHBAT I &)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HK$)

HEEEFEHE

Number of domestic households

EFEREEH

Number of persons involved

EEX | FESESYIN (e S xibill
3rd — 8th decile groups
FEEEFEABARERE &)
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HK$)

FEFEFFHBAIE G&T)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HKS)

HEEEFEHE

Number of domestic households

EFEREEH

Number of persons involved

FIEEEE 4]
9th — 10th decile groups
HIEEE P AU AR (BT)
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HKS$)

FEEFFHBAHIE GET)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HK$)

HEEEFEHE

Number of domestic households

EFREAEH

Number of persons involved

< 8,500

4,300

473 753

896 902

8,500 —
<44,000
20,500

1421279

4344019

> 44,000

66,040

473 764

1 650 738

< 10,000

5,900

501 939

896 477

10,000 —
<53,750
25,000

1 505 842

4 439 421

>53,750

80,000

501 953

1 806 238

< 10,040

5,300

534 829

904 565

10,040 —
<60,950
27,650

1 604 493

4 498 209

>60,950

92,170

534 839

1 873 558

<12,300 < 15,500 <17,540

9,000 11,350 12,040

388 871 406 702 425 255

966 680 951 852 909 361

12,300 — 15,500 — 17,540 -
<48,850 <60,000 <70,040
24,810 30,450 35,040

1166 619 1220113 1275799

3759 295 3842732 3886369

> 48,850 > 60,000 >70,040

72,580 88,250 102,720

388 883 406 710 425 266

1375 266 1484052 1508314

R () EBELOREDEFEEREESN (FRIMERE

HIAN) Z2OE— AR ELORGE) -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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Table 2.14b Domestic households by income groups (excluding foreign domestic helpers), 2011,

2016 and 2021

A REEF e EEEAY

% .
A All domestic households Economically active households(”
Income group

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

P2 E T4 A
Ist — 2nd decile groups

FIEEFFAWAERE )
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HKS$)

HIE(EFERRA TS CET)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HK$)

REEFHHE

Number of domestic households

ERREHH

Number of persons involved

EoE | SECYAN i ae il
3rd — 8th decile groups

KIE(EF TR ARE (GB)
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HKS)

FEFEFEHUWA RS GBT)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HKS)

RELEFHH

Number of domestic households

EFREEH

Number of persons involved

FIUE B AEF 4R
9th — 10th decile groups

KIE(E PR AE (GBT)
Range of monthly domestic
household income (HKS$)

FEEFEHUWA RS GET)
Median monthly domestic household
income (HKS$)

HEFEFEHE

Number of domestic households

EFREEH

Number of persons involved

<8,300

4,030

473 431

877 409

8,300 —
<43,340
20,200

1420320

4263916

> 43,340

65,000

473 451

1496 060

< 10,000

5,650

501 597

840 155

10,000 —
<52,760
24,880

1504 814

4326 823

>52,760

79,000

501 611

1 625 381

< 10,000

4,690

534 332

882 041

10,000 —
< 60,200
27,320

1 603 006

4377 295

>60,200

90,710

534 346

1 697 038

< 12,070

9,000

388 865

963 151

12,070 —
<48,000
24,500

1 166 624

3682815

>48,000

71,000

388 884

1238 891

< 15,250

11,250

406 701

946 155

15,250 —
<59,430
30,000

1220111

3745 828

> 59,440

86,300

406 713

1321213

< 17,370

12,000

425 257

905 726

17,370 —
<69,200
34,650

1275797

3784 678

>69,200

100,350

425 266

1353709

2021 4E A1
FREMEHE  FENEPUA ST
EBFITHE BURGETR

R (D) EREFEREFEEREEFN (FRIMERE
IS B2 DHE—HRR BRI EE) -

Note : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households

with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.
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*215 2021 FEAEW AR REE PRV S B RHE
Table 2.15  Socio-economic characteristics of domestic households in different income groups,
2021
W ASH S =
Income group Overall
S FESE St || EEEEE/E FEIEZEEAE
a2 vl TEE o EH A TEE 4
Ist—2nd 3rd — 8th 9th — 10th
decile groups decile groups decile groups
ESEAEN=RBOPN i 1.7 (1.6) 2.8 2.7 3.5 3.2) 2.7 (2.6)
Average domestic household size
i FEERIE R EE FLLAI
Proportion of domestic households by type of
housing (%)
NEFFER 409 (41.0) 3477  (34.7) 6.1 (6.1) 30.2 (30.2)
Public rental housing
EEEERER 15.7 (15.8) 17.0  (17.0) 10.6 (10.6) 15.5 (15.5)
Subsidised home ownership housing
N AN EE 41.2 (41.0) 47.0 (47.0) 82.4 (82.4) 53.0 (52.9)
Private permanent housing
FfEFTAE RS S Y R FE (SR
Proportion of domestic households by tenure of
accommodation (%)
HE 423 (42.3) 449 (44.9) 65.8 (65.8) 48.6 (48.5)
Owner-occupier
FHAE 543 (54.4) 52.8  (52.8) 322 (32.2) 49.0 (49.0)
Tenant
KIE(E P AR & SEh i C&rT) 5,000 (5,000) 10,000 (10,000) 16,000 (16,000) 12,000 (12,000)
Median monthly domestic household mortgage
payment and loan repayment (HK$)
FEFEFPEFRABESTUE O&T) 1,960 (1,960) 2,910 (2,910) 16,000 (16,000); 2,900 (2,900)
Median monthly domestic household rent (HK$)
FEFEFZO BRI ALLRPAE (H5Eh) 293 (30.3)  10.1  (10.2) 9.5 07 128  (13.0)
Median ratio of housing cost() to household
income (%)
PR ASRIRE T HE P e CErER)
Proportion of households by source of income (%)
EAEUA 10.2  (11.0) - -) - -) 2.0 2.2)
No income
HARZEWA 53 (44 6.3 (6.3) 32 (3.3) 5.4 (5.3)
Employment income only
HAEHMIASIA 68.3 (72.5) 83 (10.0) 1.5 2.3) 18.9 (20.9)
Other cash income only
R A R HAER S UL A 16.3 (12.1) 85.5 (83.7) 95.3 (94.4) 73.6 (71.6)
Both employment and other cash income
R FAHAEER] (Fo3EE)
Proportion of households comprising (%)
DN
Adults and children
—ZRAN 34 (3.7 2.6 3.0) 0.5 (1.0) 2.3 (2.7)
One adult
A 53 (5.1 233 (229 354 (34.8) 22.1 (21.8)
More than one adult
HARA
Adults only
—ZRAN 49.6 (52.2) 146 (15.5) 7.1 7.7 20.1 (21.2)
One adult only
A 409 (38.2) 59.4  (58.6) 57.1 (56.4) 55.2 (54.1)
More than one adult
2021 A 1% 25 47 2021 Population Census
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Table 2.15  Socio-economic characteristics of domestic households in different income groups,
2021 (cont’d)

W A1 GL

Income group O\:/[eurall
E—(EEE X (FEC YN FEIEZEEAE
a2 vl TEE 4 TEE
Ist—2nd 3rd — 8th 9th — 10th
decile groups decile groups decile groups
EFEINEREERE LELE (F53th) 5.2 () 7.1 () 29.4 () 11.2 (..)
Proportion of household with foreign domestic
helpers (%)
P AR RIE Ay NIRRT (E LR
Proportion of population by age group (%)
<15 6.1 (6.3) 11.0  (11.3) 13.5 (14.9) 11.0 (11.6)
15-64 47.7 (46.0) 71.5  (70.7) 77.0 (74.7) 70.0 (68.6)
65+ 46.2 (47.7) 17.5  (18.0) 9.5 (10.4) 19.0 (19.9)
FEEREE 0 15 B EACEES] (E2ER)
Proportion of population aged 15 and over by
educational attainment (highest level
attended) (%)
INEERDLTR 343 (35.0) 18.4  (18.6) 7.5 (7.6) 17.8 (18.2)
Primary and below
HhEL 48.1 (47.4) 52.7  (52.1) 33.8 (29.8) 47.4 (46.2)
Secondary
BiEHE 17.5 (17.6) 289  (29.3) 58.7 (62.6) 349 (35.6)
Post-secondary
ZEAOSER® (Hrth) 22.7 (20.0) 61.8  (60.7) 77.4 (74.7) 60.6 (58.5)
Labour force participation rate® (%)
BEZREE PR TR EEE 0.2 (0.2) 1.4 (1.4) 2.3 2.0) 1.4 (1.3)
Average number of working members per
domestic households
FBCEE Y T NCIERBT (E 538D
Proportion of working population by occupation (%)
g 09 (1.2) 5.1 5.4) 18.9 (21.9) 9.6 (10.5)
Managers
E=53 TN 449 (27.3) 17.6  (13.1) 16.9 34 18.2 (10.4)
Elementary occupations
TAEAOHVEEH FERBEWA R AES GBI 4,950 (5,500): 15,500 (16,000) 30,000 (36,500) 18,000 (19,500)
Median monthly income from main employment of
working population® (HKS$)
R FEHBARE GET) 5,300 (4,690): 27,650 (27,280) 92,170 (90,640): 27,650 (27,320)
Median monthly domestic household income (HK$)
=S (1) EEFCAEHGIR - g - =80 - M REHE - Notes: (1) Housing cost include mortgage payment, rent, rates,
Government rent and management fee.
(2) $51EFFEE E R L EE A LG 15 B &L E AL (2) Referring to the proportion of economically active population
HoEE - in domestic household aged 15 and over.
(3) BRI R EEIEER - (3) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
(4) FESENINE TR R — 5 40 R o N & 2 e (4) Figures in brackets refer to figures of the same decile group
TRRIVET - with foreign domestic helpers excluded.
2021 A 1% 48 2021 Population Census
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2.56 #E T ESAB AN A FEP U
ABRUFTAEFANERA > TEHE+%F
G E PSR ANEEE - £ E% R
FERE I > TS AV U AL EE A E R (E
FRLLE - BasEsR > E+S o080 &
15 10% -

257 £ 2021 4E o i AN B 5 O
T B bS53 B A B R A (B
B U A BT A (& B A 41.2% 5 T % (5 19
s sy BRI GE 0.5% - % A 1 4T OE B
(5 89 00 8 B 3 38.1% R 1.4% -

(£ 2.16b)

2.58 R ELEEHEFE TN+ F
SGHEBINEARFERFER®BRA (REHEINFE
FEMBT) MEEENS > REN+ES54
MBIt EA®E 10 FEE 1.7% THEE
1.4% > Mm% 5473 L E R B 2011
F 38.8% N & 2021 419 38.1% -

(% 2.16b)

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Shares of aggregate household income

2.56 Shares of aggregate household income of each
decile group are computed by dividing the aggregate
income of households in the respective decile group by the
overall aggregate income of all households. In a
perfectly equal situation, the share of income should equal
the share of households; in other words, a share of 10% for
each decile group.

2.57 In 2021, if excluding foreign domestic helpers,
41.2% of the total original monthly household income
accounted for households in the highest group as
compared to 0.5% by the lowest decile group. The
respective proportions of economically active households
were 38.1% and 1.4%. (Table 2.16b)

2.58 In terms of shares of original monthly
household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by
decile group of economically active households, it was
observed that the share of the lowest decile group
decreased from 1.7% to 1.4% over the past 10 years while
that of the highest decile group also dropped from 38.8%
in 2011 to 38.1% in 2021. (Table 2.16b)
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Table 2.16a  Shares of original monthly household income (including foreign domestic helpers) by
decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021

FAREF AW AGEE P ARIEEE

Shares of original monthly household income to total household income

S il
Decile group FrEREE(E PREBELFEEFEF®
All domestic households Economically active households®

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
- (&) 0.7 0.7 0.5 1.6 1.8 1.4
1st (lowest)
<t 2.0 2.0 1.7 2.8 2.9 2.8
2nd
B= 3.1 3.0 2.8 3.8 3.8 3.7
3rd
| 4.2 4.1 4.0 4.8 4.7 4.7
4th
B 5.6 54 53 5.8 5.9 5.9
Sth
R 7.0 7.1 7.0 7.2 7.2 7.3
6th
Ft 8.9 9.0 9.0 8.8 8.9 9.0
7th
EVIN 11.5 11.6 11.8 11.2 11.3 11.4
8th
Cyl 16.1 16.1 16.6 154 15.3 15.7
9th
B+ (EeE) 41.0 41.0 41.1 38.8 38.1 38.1
10th (highest)
& 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Overall

R (1) SETSESsEESHERENEEES (55 Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

DAFTE R EEE P RAE LR ETIEFUA (& domestic households (ranked by household income (including
FEIMEREER L) BE51) - SE—E+F 4| foreign domestic helpers) of all domestic households and
FEESHEE 2 THER  FEl- 5548 economically active households respectively). The Ist decile
AELFELE S5 - R 28 — HEE i 2 R E= - group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the
AL - 2nd decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.
(2) MBELFEEEFBIEREE PN (FRIMEREE (2) Economically active households refer to domestic households
BN BF—ARR AR RIS - with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.
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Table 2.16b  Shares of original monthly household income (excluding foreign domestic helpers) by
decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021

FAREF AW AGEE P ARIEEE

Shares of original monthly household income to total household income

R Zar il .
Decile group FrEREE(E PREBELFEEFEF®
All domestic households Economically active households®

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
E— (&) 0.6 0.6 0.5 1.7 1.8 1.4
1st (lowest)
F 2.0 1.9 1.7 2.8 2.9 2.8
2nd
B 3.1 3.0 2.8 3.8 3.8 3.7
3rd
£ 43 4.2 4.0 4.8 4.8 4.7
4th
B 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.8 6.0 5.9
Sth
R 7.0 7.1 7.0 7.2 7.3 7.3
6th
Ft 8.9 9.0 9.1 8.8 9.0 9.0
7th
CUIN 11.5 11.6 11.9 11.1 11.2 11.4
8th
EIL 16.1 16.1 16.6 15.3 15.3 15.7
9th
B4 (hmr) 41.0 41.0 41.2 38.8 38.1 38.1
10th (highest)
= 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Overall

R (1) SETESEESHERENFREES (55 Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

DAFTA R EEFE P RSB ERIUIA CF domestic households (ranked by household income (excluding
BIEINEREER L) BEF) o SE—E+F 554050 foreign domestic helpers) of all domestic households and
BFEESETEES L TRER % E+5 economically active households respectively). The Ist decile
AR S EEE - HEE S A 2 e E group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the
P dnBbEHE - 2nd decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.
(2) TEEKIFEEE P RIEREE PN (BRIMERE (2) Economically active households refer to domestic households
BN B F—p BREREEE) - with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.
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3. Intervening Factors
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3.1 W A 7K SE R 43 A7 Y H # R E RE (A
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B gEFEREZMAORRE - giit g
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T 5 HE M R T AE A O gt 56 B30 Ay & 1L
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Introduction

3.1 Trends in the level and distribution of income
are closely related to each other and also affected by a
variety of factors which can be broadly classified into two
categories: socio-economic factors and demographic
factors. On the socio-economic side, the major source of
household income (as discussed in Chapter 2) is income
from main employment. Changes in the economic and
labour market conditions as well as the employment
patterns of the working population have significant effects
on household income distribution. On the demographic
side, the ageing population has led to an increase in
In addition, the
increasing prominence of small households has led to an

economically inactive households.

increase in households with fewer working members and
thus lower income. Both have substantial effects on the
level and distribution of household income.

Intervening factors
()  Socio-economic factors

3.2 In tandem with Hong Kong’s changing into a
knowledge-based economy, the shift in labour demand
towards the high value-added sectors tends to widen the
gap between working persons engaged in higher-skilled
and lower-skilled jobs. In this Chapter, the effects of the
changes in the characteristics of the working population
(e.g. industry and occupation) on income distribution will
be further discussed.
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17 36 ;e B SE
3.3 TEAD (A BEENEREMH

T) NEHEZMERA T EH 2016 F
7y 15,500 ¢ 8% fjn & 2021 7Y 19,500 o¢ - b
e Ry 25.8% - FTAEEE O LA E H £ 2K
EWA (FTEFEIIERERELT) £BE SF
#1E 10% = 27% R HE £ -

(%% 3.1b)

3.4 T E R UL AR 3 A 2 OB &R
e & - /£ 2021 £ T A ®TH - &
B ONBEBEFERERETES , BA T
HO - -HBEREEE KBEEAREN
METR > WHEERBABMSLEITFAON
177% - H X2 " e ~ H % K i kB
%, (158%) K Ti#EH O - MBREE

¥ (155%) - (% 3.2)
3.5 IR R AR LR R -

EEHYTSERAERNMEE MG T AEE
EEEMEERANTA B2 UWAZER
PERF R MM E N 2 — - KEMHEEA
B TEAONLEIE 2016 17 20.1% &
T 2021 £ 6y 20.9% - MBI EH % A B/ LE
BIIRE 182% M ZE 19.0% - K2~ » XEX
BANBMLE B 2016 £0y 142% T F 2
2021 8y 13.7% - % 5 FERALE R
GARREE - N R =R & R v SR E N
+ 2 R - (% 3.3)

2021 £ A LI 7
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Industry and occupation

33 The median monthly income from main
employment of the working population (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) increased by 25.8% from $15,500 in
2016 to $19,500 in 2021.
main employment (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
for all selected percentiles increased by 10% to 27%
during the past 5-year period. (Table 3.1b)

The monthly income from

34 The distribution of income from main
employment is affected by the structural change of the
economy.  “Public administration, education, human

health and social work activities” overtook
“Import/export, wholesale and retail trades” to become the
economic sector with the most employed persons,
employing 17.7% of the working population in 2021.
This was followed by “Real estate, professional and
business services” (15.8%) and “Import/export, wholesale

and retail trades” (15.5%). (Table 3.2)

3.5 Hong Kong has been changing towards a
knowledge-based economy. This has led to a shift in
demand from the traditional low-skilled workers to
high-skilled high-income workers, contributing in part to
the widening income disparity over time. The proportion
of managers and professionals in the working population
increased from 20.1% in 2016 to 20.9% in 2021, while the
proportion of associate professionals also increased from
18.2% to 19.0%. On the other hand, the proportion of
clerical support workers decreased from 14.2% in 2016 to
13.7%in 2021. Job upgrading during the past 5 years has
widened the gap between working persons engaged in
higher-skilled and lower-skilled jobs. (Table 3.3)
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#*3.la 2011 4% ~ 2016 4R 2021 AR T H A R MBI TEA DY (BIEIMERERT)
5P EFEBHEBA
Table 3.1a  Monthly income from main employment of working population” (including foreign
domestic helpers) by sex at selected percentiles, 2011, 2016 and 2021
FHEERSEWRA CBIT)
Monthly income from main employment (HKS)
Horfir 2011 2016 2021
Percentile i - ) i Z A £ o &
Male Female Both Male Female Both Male Female Both
SEXCS SCXCS SEXCES
10th (P10) 6,500 3,580 3,700 8,500 4,200 4,250 10,000 4,630 4,800
20th (P20) 8,000 4,000 6,500 10,250 4,750 8,250 12,380 5,100 9,810
30th (P30) 10,000 6,500 8,000 12,250 8,000 10,000 15,000 9,900 12,000
40th (P40) 11,000 8,000 10,000 15,000 10,000 12,000 18,000 12,000 15,000
50th (P50) 13,000 9,500 11,000 16,890 12,000 15,000 20,000 15,000 18,000
60th (P60) 15,500 11,810 14,000 20,000 14,570 17,500 23,750 18,000 20,000
70th (P70) 20,000 15,000 18,000 25,000 18,000 21,000 30,000 21,250 25,540
80th (P80) 27,000 20,000 23,750 32,000 24,000 30,000 39,900 30,000 34,670
90th (P90) 41,000 30,000 36,250 50,000 38,750 45,000 60,000 49,810 54,000
R (1) B EEENREES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
% 3.1b 2011 4% ~ 2016 4R 2021 AR EEH A R MERIRISTAEAOY CREfEINERER
T) SRFEBSERA
Table 3.1b  Monthly income from main employment of working population® (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) by sex at selected percentiles, 2011, 2016 and 2021
g H EERSEA CGEIT)
Monthly income from main employment (HKS)
Horfir 2011 2016 2021
Percentile Ul ES &3 Ul ES & Ul Es &
Male Female Both Male Female Both Male Female Both
SE€XES SEXES SEXES
10th (P10) 6,500 4,900 5,800 8,600 6,500 7,750 10,000 7,000 8,500
20th (P20) 8,000 6,940 7,500 10,250 9,000 10,000 12,500 10,100 11,320
30th (P30) 10,000 8,000 9,000 12,250 10,250 11,250 15,000 12,810 14,000
40th (P40) 11,000 9,300 10,000 15,000 12,000 13,500 18,000 15,000 16,000
50th (P50) 13,000 10,900 12,000 17,000 14,000 15,500 20,000 17,000 19,500
60th (P60) 15,500 13,700 15,000 20,000 16,680 19,000 23,750 20,000 21,250
70th (P70) 20,000 17,000 19,000 25,000 20,000 22,000 30,000 25,000 28,000
80th (P80) 27,000 22,200 25,000 32,000 28,000 30,000 40,000 34,000 36,500
90th (P90) 41,000 33,910 38,940 50,000 42,000 49,000 60,000 53,000 56,000
R (1) B EEENREES - Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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%32 2011 ££ ~ 2016 £ 5 2021 T VEIFN TEAD
Table 3.2 Working population by industry®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
e 2011 2016 2021
- BH Hoth BH Hioth #H B\oth
Industry Number %  Number %  Number %
S 142 973 4.0 142 445 3.8 114 977 3.1
Manufacturing
fegice 275517 7.8 319 877 8.5 317 036 8.6
Construction
I ~ fibgs B 805 269 22.7 710 628 18.9 571 502 155
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
iy - B - FBUOR R 316 597 8.9 331088 8.8 302 501 8.2
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
EREN e EE s 278 939 7.9 306 998 8.2 258 451 7.0
Accommodation and food services
- GireEHIES 116 757 3.3 136 003 3.6 131719 3.6
Information and communications
Bl R E 219 564 6.2 245 141 6.5 279 336 7.6
Financing and insurance
M - BEE R R s E 462 075 13.0 536 661 14.3 580 643 15.8
Real estate, professional and business services
ANHATH - BE ~ NEEFERE R LSS 513324 145 567097 15.1 650572  17.7
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities
FEIE TS AR RS 389 575 11.0 438 933 11.7 451 635 12.3
Miscellaneous social and personal services
(T EFFIPERERL ) (135291) (3.8) (117138) (3.1) (131646) (3.6)
(excluding foreign domestic helpers)
e 27191 0.8 21741 0.6 22 923 0.6
Others®
HaEE 3547781 1000 3756612 100.0 3681295 100.0
Total
R (1) SEHRNIEBGEED, T EREETES R 2.0 Notes : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the industry
i BRI TR S Im 4w - classification modeled on the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.
(2) "HA, ERE TRESE  MRCERORCE | - T BRI (2) “Others” include “Agriculture, forestry and fishing”; “Mining
BRE - TEJIAIMURELIE s FEXK{?EE%/L and quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply;
KR - RSPV KOG A GE S ) AT sewerage, waste management and remediation activities” and

R BRI AR BIAALAE - industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.
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#*3.3 2016 4F-} 2021 4 VRIS TIEA O
Table 3.3 Working population by occupation”, 2016 and 2021
B 2016 2021
O(;(;u ation #H Bkl #H Horth
P Number % Number %
il 387 236 10.3 356 320 9.7
Managers
HEANE 366 906 9.8 412 999 11.2
Professionals
HEhEEANE 683 419 18.2 698 462 19.0
Associate professionals
NEEANER 532 864 14.2 502 599 13.7
Clerical support workers
52556 1IN 727 421 19.4 668 831 18.2
Service and sales workers
TE#ERAMAE 209 480 5.6 208 755 5.7
Craft and related workers
e Stkes iR B L B 164 406 4.4 157 870 4.3
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FERGlT A 680 835 18.1 668 724 18.2
Elementary occupations
(T EFFIERERL ) (359 573) (9.6) (348 897) (9.5)
(excluding foreign domestic helpers)
MR SE NGRS RE 73 JHH IS 4045 0.1 6 735 0.2
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable
4T 3756 612 100.0 3 681 295 100.0

Total

R (1) EEERAAETEERE 2021 £ ADSERRA Note : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the occupation
HURE P ER S - SRS TR, - classification adopted in the 2021 Population Census. Please
refer to “Definition of Terms” for further details.
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(1)  Demographic factors

Population ageing

3.6 Population ageing is amongst the major
intervening factors affecting the household income
distribution in Hong Kong.  With the rapid ageing of the
population, the number of elderly aged 65 and over in
Hong Kong increased by 54.2% from 941 312 in 2011 to
1451514 in 2021.
elderly households (i.e. domestic households comprising

Correspondingly, the number of

all members aged 65 and over) grew substantially. There
were 337 894 elderly households in 2021, a substantial
increase of 69.9% from that in 2011.

(Table 3.4 and Table 3.5)

3.7 Since elderly were mainly retired persons with
no employment income, with the increase in the number
of elderly, the number of economically inactive
households increased drastically. During 2011 — 2021,
the proportion of economically inactive households
increased from 17.9% in 2011 to 19.0% in 2016 and 20.5%
in 2021, an increase of 123 418 households. However,
the number of elderly households which were
economically inactive had already increased by 92 884
during the period. If households with elderly living with
foreign domestic helpers are also included, the increase
was 108 998.
economically inactive households was mainly attributed to

This reflects that the increase in
population ageing.  As most economically inactive
elderly households consisted of retirees with no
employment income, their median monthly household
income ($6,380) was naturally lower than that of all
domestic households in Hong Kong ($27,320). The
increasing number of economically inactive households
tends to increase the overall disparity of household
income. (Table 3.5)
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3.8 Labour force participation rate of the elderly
Although an
increase in the labour force participation rate of elderly
households was seen in the past 10 years, from 5.3% to
13.5%, the average number of working members in these
households was still only 0.2.  As the majority of elderly
households were without employment income, the

was low since most of them were retirees.

household income of these households was at a low level.
Their average original monthly household income was
$12,370 in 2021, which was far less than the overall
average of $44,870 for all households.
number of working elderly in these households, the
majority of them were engaged in elementary occupations
with relatively low income from main employment, which
was associated with the relatively low educational
attainment of the elderly.  (Table 3.5)

For the small

39 Nevertheless, in the past decade, there was a
notable decrease in the number of elderly households with
monthly domestic household income (excluding foreign
domestic helpers) below $4,000, from 119 220 in 2011 to
73 2371in2021. On the other hand, the number of elderly
households with monthly household income between
$4,000 and $39,999 increased notably from 96 014 in 2011
to 288 659 in 2021.
were economically inactive in lack of employment

Given many of these households

earnings, the change in income distribution of elderly
households reflected the effect of the Government’s
recurrent cash assistance. (Table 3.6b)

3.10 It is worth mentioning that among the elderly
households with monthly household income (excluding
foreign domestic helpers) below $4,000, only 2415
households (about 3%) had economically active household
members (excluding foreign domestic helpers) in 2021.
(Table 3.6b)
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3.4 2011 £ ~ 2016 £ 5 2021 FFHE AN O FEZEFE
Table 3.4 Salient demographic characteristics of the Hong Kong population, 2011, 2016 and
2021
BFESNER RE R L EFESMER (L
Including foreign domestic helpers Excluding foreign domestic helpers
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
(EISPN 3
Household size
1 404 088 459 015 541 152 422 676 488 461 570915
(17.1%) (18.3%) (20.2%) (17.9%) (19.5%) (21.4%)
2 597 697 665 840 766 632 615 762 686 023 791 864
(25.2%) (26.5%) (28.7%) (26.0%) (27.4%) (29.6%)
3 575316 611489 641 187 613 468 650 600 672 461
(24.3%) (24.4%) (24.0%) (25.9%) (25.9%) (25.2%)
4 501 845 489 833 456 067 506 134 498 920 461 617
(21.2%) (19.5%) (17.1%) (21.4%) (19.9%) (17.3%)
5+ 289 850 283 557 269 123 209 162 184 018 174 827
(12.2%) (11.3%) (10.1%) (8.8%) (7.3%) (6.5%)
A 2368796 2509734 2674161 2367202 2508022 2671684
Total (100.0%)  (100.0%)  (100.0%) (100.0%)  (100.0%)  (100.0%)
(EIERBOPN it 29 2.8 2.7 2.8 2.7 2.6
Average household size
3 T RIe 41.7 43.4 46.3 42.4 443 473
Median age
65 A EAD
Population aged 65 and over
#H 941312 1163153 1451514 941100 1162467 1450858
Number
AN CIREER (H53EE) 133 15.9 19.6 13.8 16.6 20.5
Proportion to total population (%)
2021 2 A 3545 60 2021 Population Census
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#35 2011 4% ~ 2016 £ % 2021 £ REEFVFEGE
Table 3.5 Summary statistics® on elderly households®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
EEEF PR RIEEF
Elderly households All domestic households
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
FE#HHE 198 840 261421 337894 { 2368796 2509734 2674161
Number of households (223 069) (300 906) (382 595) i (2367 202) (2508 022) (2 671 684)
RRSIEIEPN: & 1.4 1.4 1.4 2.9 2.8 2.7
Average household size (1.4) (1.4) (1.5) (2.8) 2.7 (2.6)
HEREEIE I FERE (Hooth)
Proportion of households by type of housing (%)
NERERR 46.4 44.2 41.2 30.4 30.4 30.2
Public rental housing (42.7) (40.2) (37.9) (30.5) (30.4) (30.2)
EHEHBEEMEE 11.4 14.3 16.8 15.9 15.3 15.5
Subsidised home ownership housing (11.5) (14.1) (16.3) (16.0) (15.3) (15.5)
AR AEFE 40.4 39.3 40.9 52.5 53.0 53.0
Private permanent housing (44.1) (43.6) (44.7) (52.5) (53.0) (52.9)
—EWAREREFLEE] (HoEL) 99.6 99.3 99.3 42.3 44.8 48.9
Proportion of households with 1 — 2 members (%) (99.6) (99.2) (99.1) (43.9) (46.8) (51.0)
REBEEW AR SRR (B 91.2 85.6 83.4 17.1 17.0 21.0
Proportion of households without employment (81.3) (74.4) (73.7) (17.2) (17.0) (21.0)
income (%)
AILEREEFHEPBAT g BT 10,000 12,950 14,980 25,000 30,500 35,300
Median household income of households with (11,040) (14,290) (15,680) (25,000)  (30,990)  (35,840)
working members (HK$)
A TR A PHIEFURA OIS BT) 3,240 5,900 6,380 4,540 6,010 6,350
Median household income of households without (3,300)  (5,780)  (6,380) (4,570) (6,010) (6,350)
working members (HK$)
BEAOSEES (HoLh) 5.3 9.4 13.5 60.7 62.1 60.6
Labour force participation rate® (%) (5.5) 9.4) (13.2) (59.0) (60.0) (58.5)
P TIEREEH 0.1 0.1 0.2 1.5 1.5 1.4
Average number of working members 0.1) 0.1) 0.2) (1.4) (1.4) (1.3)
5 A FERE AT CET) 8,000 10,000 10,000 11,000 15,000 18,000
Median monthly income from main employment® (8,500) (10,000) (10,250) (12,000)  (15,500)  (19,500)
(HKS)

iR (1) Fra(EEREE 65 Bl ERIES -
(2) FEBEARIE R AR MR I NER E R LR T AV
¥ HIEEFARIMER R TLSMIRE S R
RENREES -

(3) FEREEFPRBLIEBALULTA 15 R
DLEANORE ST -

(4) BT EEENA e S -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Households consisting of all members aged 65 or above..

(2) Figures in brackets refer to figures excluding foreign domestic
helpers, hence include domestic households in which all
household members other than foreign domestic helper(s) are
elderly.

(3) Referring to the proportion of economically active population in
domestic households aged 15 and over.

(4) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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% 3.6a 2011 £ ~ 2016 £}z 2021 SR EAFEARA (EEINERERL) BlonREEFR
&
Table 3.6a  Characteristics of domestic households by monthly domestic household income
(including foreign domestic helpers), 2011, 2016 and 2021
N FrARIE(E B EHESD
HEEESEA L&}‘\ (&) _ All domestic households Economic{fﬁf act?ve hjz){us)eiholds“)
Monthly domestic household income (HK$)
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
4,000 7TLLF
Below $4,000
EF%H 214 726 139 261 186 821 29 826 22 067 44 351
Number of households
RSIEIEPN 1 1.6 1.5 1.7 2.0 2.1 2.2
Average household size
P TIEREEH 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.3
Average number of working members
EEFEFEH 108 155 51334 61961 1332 1688 2330
Number of elderly households
4,000 = 39,999 7¢
Between $4,000 and $39,999
EF#H 1598534 1588090 1528188 1378378 1248789 1144205
Number of households
AR SIENEPN ) 2.9 2.6 24 3.0 2.8 2.6
Average household size
P LER B 1.4 1.2 1.0 1.6 1.5 1.3
Average number of working members
REXFHHE 85755 202 151 262 397 10 808 26429 50757
Number of elderly households
40,000 Tkl
$40,000 or above
FEF%H 555536 782383 959 152 536 169 762 669 937 764
Number of households
SBS[ENEVN 3.5 3.5 3.4 3.5 35 3.4
Average household size
P TAER B H 2.2 2.3 22 2.3 2.3 2.2
Average number of working members
A LIERENEFEHE 212146 293233 384 770 211388 292518 384 082
Number of households with two
working members
15 s R LA st E EBE AL
Persons aged 15 and over having
attended post-secondary education
#H 832890 1213881 1433893 817301 1194094 1412917
Number
EeBl CEoEE) 49.9 50.6 50.4 50.2 50.7 50.5
Proportion (%)
&8 TR A S ArE® CGET) 30,000 30,000 34,000 30,000 30,000 34,120

Median monthly income from
main employment® (HK$)

AR (1) EEEEEBEFREREERPAN (FRIMNERE

LS BZDF SR ERBLTNED) -

(2) B EfERREEES -

2021 F ANOEE

FREMH

P EEEFWAS

ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households

with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.

(2) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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% 3.6b 2011 £ ~ 2016 £z 2021 SR EEFEARA (FMEEIINERERL) BIoNRERER
R
Table 3.6b  Characteristics of domestic households by monthly domestic household income
(excluding foreign domestic helpers), 2011, 2016 and 2021
N FrARIE(E B EHESD
HEEESEA L&}‘\ (&) _ All domestic households Economic{fﬁf act?ve hjz){us)eiholds“)
Monthly domestic household income (HK$)
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
4,000 7TLLF
Below $4,000
EF%H 226 045 157 601 205934 30582 23 450 46 492
Number of households
RSIEIEPN 1 1.6 1.5 1.7 2.0 2.2 2.2
Average household size
P TIEREEH 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.5 0.4 0.3
Average number of working members
EEFEFEH 119220 63310 73 237 1411 1795 2415
Number of elderly households
4,000 = 39,999 7¢
Between $4,000 and $39,999
EF#H 1593196 1577743 1515640 1384746 1256495 1150505
Number of households
AR SIENEPN ) 2.9 2.6 24 3.0 2.8 2.6
Average household size
P LER B 1.4 1.2 1.0 1.6 1.4 1.3
Average number of working members
REXFHHE 96014 224786 288 659 11 840 28 193 53316
Number of elderly households
40,000 Tkl
$40,000 or above
FEF%H 547961 772 678 950 110 529 045 753580 929 323
Number of households
SBS[ENEVN 3.2 32 3.1 32 33 3.2
Average household size
P TAER B H 1.9 2.0 1.9 2.0 2.1 2.0
Average number of working members
A LIERENEFEHE 269 535 361152 449778 269 535 361 152 449778
Number of households with two
working members
15 s R LA st E EBE AL
Persons aged 15 and over having
attended post-secondary education
#H 796 091 1149169 1370437 782048 1131438 1351317
Number
EeBl CEoEE) 53.6 53.2 52.7 53.9 533 52.7
Proportion (%)
&8 TR A S ArE® CGET) 31,460 31,500 36,000 31,460 31,500 36,000

Median monthly income from
main employment® (HK$)

AR (1) EEEEEBEFREREERPAN (FRIMNERE

LS DA —RR BRSBTS -
(2) B EfERREEES -
2021 4E A2

TS © FBOE WA
ERRITRE BN

Notes : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households

with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.

(2) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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Household size

3.11 Household income is closely related to
household size. In general, households with fewer
persons have fewer working members and hence usually
have lower household income. Therefore, the increasing
prominence of households with one to two persons would
affect the overall household income distribution. Along
with the continued population ageing trend and the
growing prevalence of people to remain single, coupled
with the low fertility rate, the proportion of one-person and
two-person households (excluding foreign domestic
helpers) increased from 19.5% and 27.4% in 2016 to
21.4% and 29.6% in 2021 respectively.
average household size decreased from 2.7 in 2016 to 2.6
in 2021.

long-term demographic trends.

The overall

The change was associated with the following
(Table 3.4)

3.12 First, the proportion of never married males
and females in the prime marriageable ages both increased
substantially, probably associated with the trend of late
marriage and the tendency to remain single. For males
aged 20 — 49, the proportion who were never-married rose
from 46.8% in 2011 to 49.6% in 2021. The
corresponding figures for females were 38.9% and 38.6%.
(Table 3.7)

3.13 Second, the proportion of divorced/separated
population increased gradually during the past 10 years,
from 4.1% in 2011 to 4.2% in 2016 and 5.1% in 2021.
(Table 3.7)

3.14 Third, the population has been ageing rapidly
during the last 10 years.
in 2011 to 46.3 in 2021. The number of persons aged 65
and over increased by 54.2% from 941 312 to 1451 514
over the period.  As it is quite common for elderly to live

The median age rose from 41.7

alone or with their spouse only, there was a notable
increase of around 70% in the number of domestic
households comprising all members aged 65 and over.
(Table 3.4 and Table 3.5)
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3.15 The combined effects of the demographic
trends were a remarkable increase in the number of
small-sized households and a decline in the number of
large-sized households.  Given that the income of a
household is closely related to (i) the number of working
members in the household, and (ii) the income level of the
working members, a shift from the traditionally large
households with more income earners to small households
with one or even no earner would, to a certain extent, affect

household income distribution.

3.16 In 2021, the average number of working
members (excluding foreign domestic helpers) in the
It is natural that the larger the
household size, the more the number of working members.
In 2021, the average was the smallest for one-person
households with only 0.5 working member, and the largest
for 5 persons and over households with 2.2 working
members. (Table 3.8)

household was 1.3.

3.17 In 2021, among one-person households, 16.3%
had monthly household income below $4,000. This was
associated with the high proportion of singleton elderly
(aged 65 or above) among one-person households (about
one-third in 2021).  Yet, among the working persons who
accounted for around half of the one-person households, it
was observed that their median monthly income from main
employment (excluding foreign domestic helpers), at
$20,000, was similar to the corresponding overall monthly
median income of $19,500 in 2021.

(Table 3.9 and Table 3.10)
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Table 3.7
2016 and 2021

Proportion of population aged 20 — 49 by sex, age group and marital status, 2011,

PR Fieatil

TERGSEHI ANLIELB CE3EE)

Proportion of never married population (%)

HES o EAY IR (H LR

Proportion of divorced/separated population

Sex Age group (%)
2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

A

Male
20 -24 97.0 97.4 97.1 0.1 0.1 0.3
25-29 82.6 83.1 86.7 0.5 0.5 0.7
30-34 50.0 49 .4 57.8 1.8 1.6 1.7
35-39 28.8 28.7 333 33 2.5 34
40 - 44 20.9 20.3 22.9 4.3 3.9 4.7
45-49 14.2 16.0 18.7 4.8 5.0 6.1
/et 46.8 48.5 49.6 2.6 2.3 3.0
Sub-total

2z

Female
20 —24 94.0 94.0 94.2 0.2 0.3 0.6
25-29 69.3 70.9 75.8 1.8 1.6 1.9
3034 37.7 36.8 43.2 4.0 42 43
35-39 22.0 22.0 24.2 6.4 6.5 7.2
40 - 44 17.1 16.3 19.3 8.1 8.5 9.6
45 - 49 14.0 15.5 16.5 9.4 9.9 11.2
/Nt 38.9 38.7 38.6 5.3 5.5 6.6
Sub-total

=t

Both sexes
20 —24 95.5 95.7 95.6 0.2 0.2 0.5
25-29 75.0 76.3 80.9 1.2 1.1 1.3
30-34 42.8 41.9 49.5 3.1 3.1 32
35-39 24.8 24.7 27.9 5.1 49 5.7
40 - 44 18.7 18.0 20.7 6.5 6.6 7.6
45-49 14.1 15.8 17.4 7.3 7.9 9.1
i 42.3 42.9 434 4.1 42 5.1
Total
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Table 3.8 Average number of working members per household by household size, 2011, 2016
and 2021

ERAE

Household size

BIESNER FE R T

PSP TIER BB E

Average number of working members per household

Including foreign domestic helpers

TR NEE AR FE (L

Excluding foreign domestic helpers

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
1 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
2 1.1 1.1 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
3 1.5 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.6 1.5
4 2.0 2.1 2.1 1.9 2.0 1.9
5+ 2.6 2.7 2.6 23 23 2.2
=5 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3
Overall
%39 2011 48 ~ 2016 £ R 2021 FHHEF ABBISTIERE VS A EERERA P8
Table 3.9 Median monthly income from main employment of working members® by household
size, 2011, 2016 and 2021
FH EERERA T CBT)
Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
(EISPN 3

Household size

BIRINERER L

Including foreign domestic helpers

ANEFEINE R EE T

Excluding foreign domestic helpers

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
1 15,000 18,000 20,000 15,000 18,000 20,000
2 14,000 15,000 18,440 15,000 16,000 20,000
3 11,000 14,500 17,500 12,500 15,500 19,500
4 10,240 14,500 18,000 11,500 15,000 20,000
5+ 10,000 14,000 17,000 10,000 14,500 18,000
=r 11,000 15,000 18,000 12,000 15,500 19,500
Overall

R (1) B erEmmisE

2021 £ A LI 7
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,
fis

E =

Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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% 3.10 2021 FEREEFEBRWARER ARESNEFEE
Table 3.10  Domestic households by monthly domestic household income and household size, 2021
(LR AR
SR SRR Household size
(#5E) 1 2 3 4 5+ st
Monthly domestic Total
household i HK
ouschold income (HKS) WEH EA O WME Eok ®E 5ok WE Bok WE E5 WME 5ok
Number % Number % Number % Number %  Number % Number %
<2,000 55685 103 44301 58 13260 2.1 5091 1.1 1244 0.5 119581 4.5
2,000 — 3,999 32301 60 26069 34 6082 09 2052 04 736 03 67240 2.5
4,000 — 5,999 67592 125 26928 35 8532 13 3297 07 1450 0.5 107799 4.0
6,000 — 7,999 68430 126 40655 53 7232 1.1 2761 0.6 1016 04 120094 45
8,000 — 9,999 38034 7.0 50855 6.6 13436 2.1 3458 0.8 1542 0.6 107325 4.0
10,000 — 14,999 74838 138 108556 142 52974 83 17800 39 5306 2.0 259474 9.7
15,000 — 19,999 45965 85 84703 110 61791 9.6 28175 62 9601 3.6 230235 8.6
20,000 — 24,999 34163 63 70093 9.1 70649 110 34979 7.7 14019 52 223903 8.4
25,000 — 29,999 18183 34 45711 60 56939 89 35707 7.8 15376 57 171916 6.4
30,000 — 39,999 29851 55 72980 9.5 106109 165 67212 147 31290 11.6 307442 115
40,000 — 59,999 34246 63 79895 104 120564 188 105923 232 58700 21.8 399328 149
60,000 — 79,999 18862 3.5 42648 5.6 52932 83 58803 129 38076 141 211321 79
80,000 — 99,999 7492 14 24440 32 26286 4.1 32031 7.0 24629 92 114878 43
> 100,000 15510 2.9 48798 64 44401 69 58778 129 66138 246 233625 8.7
43 541152 100.0 766632 100.0 641187 100.0 456067 100.0 269123 100.0 2674161 100.0
Total
EEEHE Household members composition
3.18 br 7 =R N E SR EEI) - EF 3.18 Apart from the change in the household size,

B & A E A DR A &4
g —HUBENBEEBE AOS K
bt REEFHEHE B W® M- £ 2021
£ BENESEILE 188569 A - # 10 ££ i
Wi 58.0% - WALl ERE —EEENE
FRHEZE M >t 2011 5y 79464 F
BTt 87.9% & 2021 1y 149325 - Kl o
REEFRIFRFLETHER -

(= 3.11)

3.19 BT REFEFZH > £ 65 BRLLT
WAERENN — AEFEEES 23.0%H)
WE - f 2011 4E A 283 813 =i fin & 2021 4¢
iy 349062 = » G5 BB W £ AR F R -
(1) BRI 2 B 5 ay ECREETT 0 PR (1) B
R LT - (% 3.1D)

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
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the composition of household members has also changed
as a result of the demographic shifts in the population. A
notable trend was the increasing number of elderly
households as a result of the ageing population. In 2021,
there were 188 569 adults aged 65 and over living alone,
increasing by 58.0% over the past 10 years. A more
noticeable increase was observed for households with two
or more elderly persons living together. The number of
these households rose by 87.9% from 79 464 in 2011 to
149 325 in 2021.

economically inactive households.

Most of these elderly households were
(Table 3.11)

3.19
one-person households in the younger age group of below
65 also recorded an increase of 23.0% from 283 813 in
2011 to 349 062 in 2021.
with two main factors: (i) the prevalence of spinsterhood
and bachelorhood, and (ii) the increase in divorce rate.
(Table 3.11)

Apart from elderly households, the number of

This was probably associated
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3.20 BMEREBEEPNZE ADOSHRK
A1 2011 4y 5.3% L 7H 2 2021 F#y 13.5%
RABEWRANEEERH 2011 F47 91.2%
TRECE 2021 511y 83.4% - H T{ER BN EH
EENERFBARATMERS £ 2011
R 2021 443 [ B 10,000 7T K 14,980 7T -
GoJim o RATERENREER &£
2021 FHIEFEHRA T E L 63807T
EE 2016 4£#9 5,900 7T & 2011 42 3,240 7T H
Bt Bt - 35 AT AE B3 P BUR 3R £ 18 A 9 D
A - (F35)
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3.20 With the increase in labour force participation
rate of elderly households, from 5.3% in 2011 to 13.5% in
2021, the proportion of elderly households without
employment income dropped from 91.2% in 2011 to
83.4% in 2021. Of those elderly households with
working members, their median monthly household
income was higher, at $10,000 in 2011 and $14,980 in
2021. On the other hand, the median monthly household
income of elderly households without working members
was $6,380 in 2021, increasing from $5,900 in 2016 and
$3,240in2011. This may be associated with the increase
in the Government’s social benefits in cash during the
period. (Table 3.5)
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#3.11 2011 £ ~ 2016 £} 2021 S F R RA BT NIREEFEHE
Table 3.11  Domestic households by household members composition, 2011, 2016 and 2021

EFREAE 2011 2016 2021

Household members composition #H Btk #®E Btk #H Bttt
Number % Number % Number %

—% 65 A B A 119 376 5.0 152 536 6.1 188 569 7.1

One adult only aged 65 and over

%44 65 B LA RN 79 464 3.4 108 885 4.3 149 325 5.6

Two or more adults aged 65 and over

—% 65 BRI TR 283 813 12.0 304 116 12.1 349062  13.1

One adult only aged below 65

ZHA (FERTR 65 FRLALE) 1132874 478 1244350  49.6 1327856 49.7

Two or more adults (not all aged 65 and over)

— R B 65 307 2.8 59 470 24 62 808 2.3

One adult and child(ren)

ELB AN 687962  29.0 640377 255 596 541  22.3

More than one adult and child(ren)”

= 2368796 100.0 2509734 100.0 2674161 100.0

Overall

HE (1) giEFREREEE 18 mUTATHEE Bl Note : (1) Including 1202, 3 525 and 4 564 households comprising all
FEE#HEE 2011 F£19 1202 {F - 2016 4F1y members aged below 18 in 2011, 2016 and 2021 respectively.
3 525 (@ Rz 2021 6 4 564 {F -

#3.12 2011 ££ ~ 2016 £ 2021 FFFEFREEGE T HI IR TEREEH
Table 3.12  Average number of working members per household by household members
composition, 2011, 2016 and 2021

FHER IIFRERE

B AR o Average number of working members per household
Household members composition

2011 2016 2021
—%4 65 B LA R 0.1 0.1 0.1
One adult only aged 65 and over
%44 65 L EREA 0.1 0.2 0.2
Two or more adults aged 65 and over
—%4 65 FREL A 0.7 0.7 0.7
One adult only aged below 65
WA (FERTR 65 R LA E) 1.8 1.8 1.7
Two or more adults (not all aged 65 and over)
— AN B 0.6 0.7 0.6
One adult and child(ren)
EZLIN: Uik 1.8 1.9 1.8
More than one adult and child(ren)®
=5 1.5 1.5 1.4
Overall

HE (1) aiEpARESEE 18 U T AR - A Note : (1) Including 1202, 3 525 and 4 564 households comprising all
EEEE 2011 4E6y 1202 {8 - 2016 4y members aged below 18 in 2011, 2016 and 2021 respectively.
3 525 {5 2021 £/ 4 564 (& -
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Table 3.13  Median monthly domestic household income by household members composition,

2011, 2016 and 2021

FEPREES

REEE P HWB AR E CET)
Median monthly domestic household income (HK$)

Household members composition TR FEREERETES
P All domestic households Economically active households®

2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021

—% 65 BB A 3,000 5,650 6,290 8,730 10,250 11,820

One adult only aged 65 and over

%44 65 R LA EECA 5,000 6,990 9,890 11,540 14,490 17,950

Two or more adults aged 65 and over

—%4 65 LA T A 12,500 14,750 15,750 15,500 18,500 20,040

One adult only aged below 65

2N (FJEEER 65 Ll E) 24,540 30,000 34,040 26,400 32,000 37,170

Two or more adults (not all aged 65 and over)

—HR N B 8,710 12,000 13,720 10,000 13,350 17,780

One adult and child(ren)

EZIN T 25,000 34,000 40,270 26,000 35,150 42,600

More than one adult and child(ren)®

=t 20,500 25,000 27,650 24,810 30,450 35,040

Overall

iR (1) RSB ERZEEEFN (FRIMERE

WIS ZE— AR AR BLORES) -

() BEFAREERE 18 BT ALAES AR
EFBEE 2011 419 1202 {F - 2016 411y

3 525 {@R 2021 4 4 564 {F -

2021 £ A LI 7
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Notes : (1) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)
being economically active.

(2) Including 1202, 3 525 and 4 564 households comprising all
members aged below 18 in 2011, 2016 and 2021 respectively.
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4. Effect of Taxation on Household
Income Distribution
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Concepts

4.1 The analyses of income distribution in
Chapters 2 and 3 are based on the original household
income and take no account of the redistributive effect of
taxation and social benefits.
income” should not be the only measure to reflect the
economic well-being of a household since a range of
public policies has not been taken into account.

“Original household

4.2 Apart from the original household income, the
concept of household income taking into account
taxation (termed as “post-tax household income™) has
been employed in studying the economic situation of
households in many countries/territories (e.g. Australia,
Canada, the United Kingdom and the United States).
The post-tax household income, defined as original
household income minus salaries tax, property tax, rates
and Government rent, is illustrated in Chart 4.1.

43 In this study, only taxes that can be reasonably
Since the data
collected in population census/by-census pertain to

allocated to households are covered.

household/individual rather than company, profit tax is
hence not allocated.  Details of the concepts and
methodology adopted for taxation are presented in

Technical Note C.
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& 4.1
Chart 4.1

JEAE P ARIERIR R (E P BRI

Concepts of original household income and post-tax household income

FEREFBRAD

Original household income®

B

Taxation

A

el - YIEIR - Z Bt
Salaries tax, property tax,
rates and Government rent

FREEIREFUA

Post-tax household income

iR () BIREEFFHWA - SRR LIFEERMA -
HBREEEEN - RERFIE - A - JE
{EF R E S THIRURS -

M5
HrIEHR Y FE

4.4 MEEEBEN RN ANESR
WHZ— - BEFEROBRE - KEE K
EWAMIMEAEE - VWEKRANABHNA
HEWAWYIEEE -

4.5 T B A0 P 3 B AE B P 3 oy AR
WATTHBHEEREMEN - BE 10 F > £
B +FoHMNER AR EZHN A F
SO ERMNYIER - EF BT H &
TE P E AR E &R +FESENE
mENTESENZEHZDENYN  EHZ
{8 4 55 o3 4H 3 By 2 7 A B3 0 AR & U
AKFEW) & - &mE+F o0 EFE
2011 A& 2021 4 HA B B0AT T % K ER o3 BY Hr
BRI FER - (% 4D
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Note : (1) Referring to monthly domestic household income which includes
income from work, recurrent cash social benefits, dividends and
interest, rental income, regular contributions from persons
outside the household, etc.

Taxation

Salaries tax and property tax

4.4
mechanisms for redistributing income in Hong Kong.

The tax system is one of the most important

Salaries tax rate in Hong Kong, in general, is progressive
On the other
hand, property tax is only applicable to property owners

with the increase in employment income.
receiving rental income.

4.5
considerably to

Salaries tax and property tax have contributed
achieving a more even income
distribution. Over the past decade, households in the
lower decile groups paid zero or minimal amount of
salaries tax and property tax. The average monthly tax
payment increased progressively from the lowest decile
group to the highest decile group, in line with the level of
employment income and rental income of households in
the respective decile groups. Households in the highest
decile group contributed to the largest share of salaries tax

and property tax throughout 2011 —2021. (Table 4.1)
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#4.1 2011 48 ~ 2016 £} 2021 Fiz+E04H 5] VRIS HIE B QUSRI R YsER 1
Table 4.1 Distribution of salaries tax and property tax payment per month by decile group®,
2011, 2016 and 2021
2011 2016 2021
Fefg HET HFTAEEFREH RISk h) A EFEH e iSIEE-(h] fEATEEFEH
it KR @ SRR kR SRR ek mER EANE i
GBIT)  WEERAEELEE GBIT)  WEERESELEE GBIT)  YISERAERILEE
v hl Average Share of Average Share of Average Share of
Decile group salaries tax and total amount of salaries tax and total amount of salaries tax and total amount of
property tax paid salaries tax and  property tax paid salaries tax and  property tax paid salaries tax and
per month®  property tax paid per month®  property tax paid per month®  property tax paid
(HKS) per month by (HKS) per month by (HKS) per month by
all households all households all households
F— (&) — — — — — _
1st (lowest)
B — — _ _ _ _
2nd
= * 0.0% * 0.0% * 0.0%
3rd
g 20 0.1% 30 0.2% 40 0.2%
4th
£ 50 0.3% 100 0.4% 90 0.3%
5th
R 120 0.7% 250 1.1% 240 1.0%
6th
F£t 330 2.0% 460 2.1% 510 2.0%
7th
AN 810 4.9% 1,080 4.9% 1,280 5.2%
8th
EVN 2,420 14.6% 2,960 13.4% 3,400 13.7%
9th
H (e 12,780 77.3% 17,310 78.0% 19,290 77.6%
10th (highest)
&at 1,650 100.0% 2,220 100.0% 2,480 100.0%
Overall

g (1) BETFENEEHERBENREES (MR
REFWATEFN) » 8-+ o E i BEES
HEESLZ TER > B El o dh s
FEEE Ml B2 56 A o L Z TR S A

fe -
(2) EHETERI S R AT+ S5 BINATA
HIFE -
7 ] R AR

4.6 = 8 2 BL 55 E Y R U HY B OE
R BE T -MEEER - ZamEERYE
HY JE SR 2= g FHE SR DL — (B B o R
> ZHEEERXVEEREZEL HME
To RGN EEFEHMERE - By
s ERHER S ENER RS
EmE SRS - 55— J7m > #HEK
N ZH 18 B S B R AR 0 DL EUAE 22

2021 £ A LI 7
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Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

domestic households, ranked by original household income.
The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the
10th and 20th percentile, and so on.

(2) The denominator used in computing the average value includes
all households in the decile group concerned.

Rates and Government rent

4.6
levied on properties.

Rates are one of Hong Kong’s indirect taxes
Rates are charged at a percentage
of the rateable value which is the estimated annual rental
value of a property assuming that the property was then
vacant and to let. In other words, households living in
properties with higher rental value pay higher amount of
rates. On the other hand, Government rent is paid by the

Government lessee to the Government in return for the
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right to hold and occupy the premises for the term
specified in the lease document. The basis of assessment
of the rateable value for Government rent is the same as
that for rates. Rates are paid by all households, no matter
whether they live in public or private housing; whilst

Government rent is paid by the majority of the households.

4.7 Over the past years, the change in average rates
and Government rent along the decile groups showed a
similar trend as that of average salaries tax and property
tax, i.e. in general, the higher the decile group, the larger
This is closely related to
the characteristics of households in the respective decile

the rates and Government rent.
groups. For households in the lower and middle decile
groups, a certain proportion of them lived in public rental
housing with relatively lower rental value and therefore,
As for households
in the higher decile groups, the majority of them resided in

paid less rates and Government rent.

private housing with higher rental value which was subject
to higher rates and Government rent.
(Table 4.2 and Appendix A6)

4.8 In overall terms, the average rates and
Government rent paid by households increased notably
during the period from 2011 to 2021 and the pace of
increase was relatively slower between 2016 and 2021.
This was in line with the property market situation over the
period. On the share of rates and Government rent paid
by households per month, it was observed that the
contribution of households in the 10th decile group was
still more than twice that of the 1st decile group in 2021,
though the disparity had narrowed down compared with
10 years ago. This was partly attributable to the faster
increase in private housing rent for smaller flats than larger
flats over the past decade.

(Table 4.2 and Appendix A6)
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®4.2 2011 48 ~ 2016 £} 2021 EH-S 4R ORI a9 B SN 2= a0 R A s 1A
Table 4.2 Distribution of rates and Government rent payment per month by decile group®,
2011, 2016 and 2021
2011 2016 2021
PHEEAST  EFAREFEAH PHEEAST SRR EFEH SPHEEAMN ASFRAERFEA
EEREHFD B R EEFHFY S AR AR BRI
(G&T) ko e (BT HEEAIELEE (G&T) HEEAHIELEE
R vl Average rates and Share of ~ Average rates and Share of  Average rates and Share of
Decile group Government rent total amount of ~ Government rent total amount of ~ Government rent total amount of
paid per month® ratesand  paid per month® rates and  paid per month® rates and
(HK$)  Government rent (HKS$) Government rent (HK$)  Government rent
paid per month paid per month paid per month
by all households by all households by all households
F— (f&) 220 5.1% 540 8.1% 600 8.4%
1st (lowest)
£ 220 5.1% 420 6.3% 470 6.5%
2nd
H= 250 5.8% 430 6.5% 480 6.7%
3rd
s 280 6.6% 470 7.0% 530 7.4%
4th
o5 310 7.3% 540 8.1% 560 7.8%
5th
ES7N 340 8.1% 590 8.9% 610 8.5%
6th
Ht 400 9.2% 640 9.7% 670 9.2%
7th
VAN 470 10.9% 720 10.8% 760 10.6%
8th
E 600 14.1% 880 13.2% 940 13.1%
9th
Ft s 1,190 27.8% 1,430 21.4% 1,580 21.9%
10th (highest)
=1 430 100.0% 670 100.0% 720 100.0%
Overall

R (1) BETESENEEHESENREFXE (MR Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

AEFUCATET) o S —(E1-2 0 40 B 5 domestic households, ranked by original household income.
TEE AL TEIES - B8 AR The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
TEE A R 8 —AHEE s e 2 M= > b percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the
HE - 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.

(2) FTREEEE S N EEAR SR NATA (2) The denominator used in computing the average value includes
B - all households in the decile group concerned.
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ol sk &S
4.9 EA R MR - 2 e

HE S H R > B G i+ %0
HHE R ARSI EEREN T ES
A EF SRR E A D RS
N+ E ol ER - &8+ %085
WEFE 2021 £8P E A RAKZHE
20870 T - B m P & K E A+ F o A A EY
6007t - BEAEBE 10FH - A +EF o4
AV SE & H Bt — &R A B
B &S 8+ % o il B £ B R BRI
e CHEl 4.2 &0 8% AS)

4.10 5 LU3E 5 oyl #E oy /YRR RS S
P A B EE AV B (B oy AT > 15 Ay R
PR S H R A AT - FE 2021 £ 0 2B
— flil 2= 5 T 1+ % oy 45 Bl AY 5 AT R K 4R
X EaEdERMAERPNBRMAELH PR
% - 1 55 L AE A1 EE A+ -+ 5 oy &8 A RS
TEI 7% - Cffif g% AS)

Total tax payments

4.9 Adding together payments on salaries tax,
property tax, rates and Government rent gives total tax
payment by decile group. It is natural that households in
the lower decile groups paid, on average, a smaller amount
of tax than those in the higher decile groups. The average
monthly tax payment of households in the highest decile
group was $20,870 in 2021, which was far higher than that
of $600 of the lowest decile group. While over the past
10 years, the average monthly tax payment of all decile
groups generally increased, a larger magnitude of increase
was observed among households of the higher decile
groups. (Chart 4.2 and Appendix AS5)

4.10 In terms of change in the share of tax payment
by decile group, a similar pattern as that of average tax
payment was observed. Households in the 1st— 5Sth
decile groups together paid less than 9% of the total tax
payment of all households in 2021, whilst those in the 9th
and 10th decile groups contributed some 79%.
(Appendix A5)

4.2 2011 48 ~ 2016 ££ ) 2021 S+ F 4 RIRI P9 H ST ek
Chart 4.2 Average total tax paid per month by decile group, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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Post-tax household income

4.11 Post-tax household income is obtained by
subtracting the total tax payment from the original
household income. Redistribution of income arises as
households with higher income pay more tax while those
with lower income pay less or even zero tax. Analysed
in terms of the ratio of average post-tax monthly household
income to the average original monthly household income,
it is noted that for the 2nd — 9th decile groups, the ratios
remained largely stable during 2011 to 2021 and ranged

between 94% and 98%. (Table 4.3)

4.12 The post-tax household income was, on
average, lower than the original household income by
around 7% to 8% during 2011 to 2021. However, the
effect of taxation on household income was more apparent
for households in the highest and lowest decile groups.
Since households in the highest decile group paid the
largest amount of tax, the corresponding ratio was
comparatively low, slightly below 90%, throughout the
past decade. On the other hand, it was observed that the
corresponding ratio for households in the lowest decile
group was also comparatively low at 74.2% in 2021,
declining notably from 89.8% in 2011. The
comparatively low ratio was due to the relatively large
amount of rates and Government rent paid by households
in this group as compared with their household income.
During the past 5 years, their household income decreased
amidst an increase in rates and Government rent.

(Table 4.3 and Appendix A6)
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*43 2011 4% ~ 2016 4} 2021 £Ei%+E4y 4R VRIS R PR EREFE T HBA
Table 4.3 Average post-tax monthly household income by decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
2011 2016 2021
SPEERRRES  ASPEEAES CPERBGRER (SPEEAMER CPERBRRERES ASPEEAERS
R vl BRHWBA CET) SABRANEZIE SRWA CEt) SHRANESLE SARA Gt  SAWANEZEE

Decile group

Average post-tax

Percentage to

Average post-tax

Percentage to

Average post-tax

Percentage to

monthly  average original monthly  average original monthly  average original
household monthly household monthly household monthly
income (HK$) household income income (HK$) household income income (HK$) household income
F— (&) 1,940 89.8% 2,290 81.0% 1,730 74.2%
1st (lowest)
£ 6,300 96.7% 7,530 94.7% 7,310 94.0%
2nd
F= 9,870 97.5% 11,690 96.4% 12,050 96.1%
3rd
EAUY 13,770 97.9% 16,150 97.0% 17,460 96.8%
4th
A 18,040 98.0% 21,210 97.1% 23,350 97.3%
Sth
R 22,810 98.0% 27,450 97.0% 30,570 97.3%
6th
B 28,730 97.5% 34,950 96.9% 39,400 97.1%
7th
AN 36,810 96.6% 44,830 96.1% 51,060 96.1%
8th
Ew) 50,320 94.3% 60,760 94.0% 69,980 94.2%
9th
F (e 120,370 88.5% 144,850 88.1% 161,680 87.6%
10th (highest)
& 30,900 93.2% 37,170 92.6% 41,460 92.4%
Overall

g (1) BETFENEEHERBENREES (MR
REFWATEFN) » 8-+ HFEoE i BEES
HEESLZ TIER B ElHE A s
PSS Ml B2 5 A o L Z TR (E S - AEES

Note : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of
domestic households, ranked by original household income.
The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th

i

2021 F ANOEE

TS © FBOE WA
ERRITRE BN

percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the
10th and 20th percentile, and so on.
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5. Effect of Social Benefits on
Household Income Distribution

&

5.1 FEEPHEEBRER T ZHEBEZE

Sho RZHABIMNNHGEANEZE > M
EEEMNLEABEERRAELBAS - &
2 2 S /AN O Y g 3 /N ol S S i =

o> AR ER B KR EEEMNTE
F/NE - Aurge Lt A & H R T (E
?E’J/Aﬁi%ﬂi;ﬁ%?ﬁﬁ ° H Y G IR A M
EIMEEE{}%E‘*L i o AUEZE R g Ikt
G R A Y A B S B0 A R TR B SR

HEFRFALCHWREY > TETER -

Concepts

5.1 Apart from taxation, the economic well-being
of a household is affected by social benefits provided by
the public funding which are not included in the original
household income. To account for the various types of
social benefits allocated to a person from the public
funding, attempt has been made to quantify and allocate
these  benefits to households/persons. Only
public-funded benefits that can be reasonably attributed to
Public expenditure on

non-social benefits, such as capital works expenditure and

households are allocated.

expenditure on the maintenance of law and order, is not
allocated in this study as there is no clear conceptual basis
to do so.

Chart 5.1 Concepts of original household income and post-tax post-social transfer household

Original household income®

FEREFBAD %

Taxation

FrEEN - YRR - ZE A FOtAE
Salaries tax, property tax,
rates and Government rent

A\ 4

5.1 JRAE W AR R f & FUARIBES
income
HEEH®

Social benefits®

BRETREFUA

Post-tax household income

#EH - BERBEE
Education, housing and
medical benefits

BUN—R 4T R FE
Government’s one-off relief
measures

(+)

—»

A 4

BRAE BRI R AL P UA
Post-tax post-social transfer
household income

AR (1) ED?FEGE)ﬁH WA ELFERE TAEREIRIA ~ R
%Ti\%?aa*' BRAE ~ HEBA - FEEFREER]
S THIFIH 2?

(2) BFELEYIEAREEN (BE3RE - BRI
FBURF—RIEAT &I -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Referring to monthly domestic household income which includes income

from work, recurrent cash social benefits, dividends and interest, rental
income, regular contributions from persons outside the household, etc.

(2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing and
medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
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BHEER

5.2 — ki E > E A EF & o BRI
BEF BH RS A 4 H s R R 2
B AEVRMG - 2021 F > F={HZ5
TE+EFEoENNESFEEHESKEDN
HEEMEZEHM T FESHEHNAMHER S
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BSBBERZHFZHER R ZER S H
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Education benefits

5.2 Generally speaking, education benefits
allocated to a household are closely related to whether it
has full-time students and the type of school attended. In
2021, the average monthly education benefits allocated to
households in the 3th —10th decile groups more than
doubled those in the other decile groups. This was
largely because most households with children studying
full-time that benefited from the Government’s education
spending were found amongst the middle to higher decile
groups. On the other hand, due to the considerable
number of elderly households in the Ist and 2nd decile
groups, they had a smaller number of full-time students.

(Table 5.1)

53 During the past decade, the average monthly
education benefits allocated per household increased from
$1,910 in 2011 to $2,720 in 2021, consequential to the
Government’s continuous allocation of resources to
education. (Table 5.1)
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5.1 2011 £ ~ 2016 £} 2021 EfF+E o 4H R O 1 A B S B BP9
Table 5.1 Distribution of education benefits® allocated per month by decile group®, 2011, 2016
and 2021
2011 2016 2021
g A& fEFTA R Sy R A& ST I sE P HESEL LA ERE
HWEENS &) BHES #EENS GET) BREST #HEEN® GET) FHES
Average education ~ HEBFEFIMLLE  Average education  #EEEEFIMIELE  Average education U EEFIHIELE
il benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of
Decile group ~ Per month® (HKS) total amount of per month® (HK$) total amount of  per month® (HK$) total amount of
education benefits education benefits education benefits
allocated to allocated to allocated to
all households all households all households
per month per month per month
F— (&) 620 3.2% 790 3.7% 1,360 5.0%
Ist (lowest)
o 1,640 8.6% 1,010 4.7% 1,000 3.7%
2nd
F= 2,200 11.5% 2,380 11.1% 2,350 8.6%
3rd
Eau| 2,480 13.0% 2,770 12.9% 2,990 11.0%
4th
Ehin 2,380 12.5% 2,590 12.1% 3,500 12.9%
Sth
ESYay 2,310 12.1% 2,580 12.0% 3,380 12.4%
6th
Et 1,950 10.2% 2,520 11.8% 3,240 11.9%
7th
EYIN 1,930 10.1% 2,400 11.2% 3,200 11.8%
8th
Eyil 1,860 9.8% 2,330 10.9% 3,100 11.4%
9th
E (&S 1,720 9.0% 2,050 9.6% 3,050 11.2%
10th (highest)
= 1,910 100.0% 2,140 100.0% 2,720 100.0%
Overall

R () FEHESEIEEHEERENREESE (DUR Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

KEFUWATI) o E—E+F 4 BETES domestic households, ranked by original household income.
HEE S FTHER > 8 (E-+E54naiE The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
TR 558 — A E s ez MY = 20t percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the
e - 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.

(2) 4/£2016 A A D455t % 2021 FE A &G - (2) Information on education benefits in cash was directly obtained
EEFEER ST ANAEEFNER - 6 in the 2016 Population By-census and the 2021 Population
TERERAFEFUAF o TR Fia A% E H Census, and already reflected in the original household income.
HA A Ot > RGA I ESIEER  #E In previous rounds of population -censuses/by-censuses,
TER AR TGRS o BT EIER EEMSHY allocation of education benefits was solely based on
bhi » FEHRIINEEEN SRS RNEY administrative data since such information was not separately
FRATIEF - SR (E4R BRI B EFES 1% collected. To enable comparison over time, education benefits
BUg AR » BpERE » ARREAEEWATIIA presented in the table include both benefits in cash and in kind.
EYIHTEF] - Nevertheless, when computing post-tax post-social transfer

income, only in-kind benefits were added to the original
household income to avoid duplication.

(3) stRHEER S BEEAR TS AR NATE (3) The denominator used in computing the average value includes
B - all households in the decile group concerned.
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Housing benefits

5.4 Public rental housing is the most prominent
housing benefits provided in kind by the Government.
Given that income of households living in public rental
housing at the time of application must not exceed a
maximum limit, it is natural that households at the higher
decile groups were allocated with less housing benefits
than those at the lower decile groups. Households in the
2nd to the 6th decile group were allocated the higher
average monthly housing benefits, ranging from $1,310 to
$1,490 in 2021.
gradually towards the highest decile groups.  The
average housing benefits of the Ist decile group were
lower than that of the 2nd decile group.
attributable to a smaller proportion of households in the 1st
decile group living in public rental housing.

(Table 5.2 and Appendix A6)

The average housing benefits decreased

This was

5.5 Changes in housing benefits allocated to
households over time were affected by the target group of
households eligible for public rental housing, the property
market situation and changes in the population
characteristics. There was a marked increase in housing
benefits across all decile groups from 2011 to 2021. The
average monthly housing benefits increased significantly
from $420 per month in 2011 to $1,060 in 2021. This
was mainly related to the increase in the rent of private

housing during the period. (Table 5.2)
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#52 2011 £ ~ 2016 4} 2021 fEf5+Foy40 A1 VEI 0 E A L B BRI
Table 5.2 Distribution of housing benefits allocated per month by decile group®, 2011, 2016
and 2021
2011 2016 2021
PR H AR PR H hFTEER SR H AR
RBEEA® ) FHENE BERHN® GET) FHENE BEFEA® GET) (SIEELZa
Average housing ~ #FEEFIVELE  Average housing — #FEEFIAILEE  Average housing  #EFEMEFIIELE
TR benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of
Decile group per month® total amount of per month® total amount of per month® total amount of
(HKS$) housing benefits (HKS$) housing benefits (HKS$) housing benefits
allocated to allocated to allocated to
all households all households all households
per month per month per month
F— (RE) 390 9.2% 680 7.5% 940 8.9%
1st (lowest)
F 680 16.2% 1,330 14.7% 1,450 13.7%
2nd
F= 660 15.7% 1,360 15.0% 1,480 13.9%
3rd
i 610 14.5% 1,270 14.1% 1,390 13.1%
4th
£S5 560 13.2% 1,180 13.1% 1,490 14.0%
Sth
EEVAN 480 11.3% 1,100 12.1% 1,310 12.4%
6th
£t 390 9.3% 960 10.6% 1,160 11.0%
7th
ESVAN 290 6.8% 720 8.0% 870 8.2%
8th
EN 130 3.1% 350 3.9% 450 4.3%
9th
Bt (&) 30 0.6% 70 0.8% 60 0.6%
10th (highest)
aEt 420 100.0% 900 100.0% 1,060 100.0%
Overall

R (1) SEHESENEEEERENFEES (DU Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

AEFUCATET) « S —(E1-2 0 403 B 5 domestic households, ranked by original household income.
HHEE AL THER - S E-F A R The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
TR 558 —AHEE oz MR = 20t percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the
e - 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.
(2) FTE R B EE A S RN A (2) The denominator used in computing the average value includes
HIEF - all households in the decile group concerned.
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Medical benefits

5.6 Medical benefits allocated to an individual are
closely associated with his/her age. Generally speaking,
young children and elderly consume relatively more
medical services. Therefore, the average medical
benefits allocated to a household hinges on the household
members composition. Given the high concentration of
elderly in the lower decile groups, the 2021 average
monthly medical benefit allocated to households in the
Ist—2nd decile groups was the highest at $3,750 and
$4,270 respectively.  Besides, the share of average
monthly medical benefits allocated to households in the
Ist —2nd decile groups stood high at 14.5% and 16.5%
respectively, as compared to that in the 6th — 10th decile
groups, each at less than 9%.

(Table 5.3 and Appendix A6)

5.7 Population ageing is a key factor for the
notable increase in the average medical benefits allocated
to households in the past 10 years. Population aged 65
and over increased by 54.2% from 941 312 in 2011 to
1451514 in 2021. Correspondingly, the average
monthly medical benefits allocated to households
increased more than double from $1,230 in 2011 to $2,590
in 2021. (Table 3.4 and Table 5.3)
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%53 2011 4 ~ 2016 4R 2021 £EH+F5y 48R OB HIE A S BB BB A
Table 5.3 Distribution of medical benefits allocated per month by decile group®, 2011, 2016
and 2021
2011 2016 2021
PR H i AR PR H hFTEER SR H AR
BRI GBI FHED SRaEf? GET) FHEDE SFaEA® GET) (SIEELZa
. Average medical — EFMEMIIEEE  Average medical — HMEEIEFIEILEE Average medical — #HEIEMEAINIELE
TR benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of  benefits allocated Share of
Decile group per month® total amount of per month® total amount of per month® total amount of
(HKS$) medical benefits (HKS$) medical benefits (HKS$) medical benefits
allocated to allocated to allocated to
all households all households all households
per month per month per month
H— (&) 2,040 16.6% 2,630 16.1% 3,750 14.5%
1st (lowest)
F 1,530 12.5% 2,580 15.9% 4,270 16.5%
2nd
F= 1,350 11.0% 1,760 10.8% 2,860 11.0%
3rd
U 1,320 10.8% 1,890 11.6% 2,710 10.5%
4th
v 1,280 10.5% 1,530 9.4% 2,890 11.2%
Sth
EEVA 970 7.9% 1,360 8.3% 2,280 8.8%
6th
Ehw 950 7.7% 1,200 7.4% 1,940 7.5%
7th
EVIN 970 7.9% 1,110 6.8% 2,040 7.9%
8th
El 940 7.6% 1,090 6.7% 2,100 8.1%
9th
o () 930 7.6% 1,120 6.9% 1,070 4.1%
10th (highest)
&Et 1,230 100.0% 1,630 100.0% 2,590 100.0%
Overall

g (1) BETFENEEERBENREES (MR
REFWATEFN) » S8+ FEoE i BEES
TEED AL TR - SR ERE
FEEE Ml B2 56 A o L Z TR (E S - AEES

i
2

~

B -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

SRR o AR AR E S R ATE

Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of domestic
households, ranked by original household income. The 1st decile
group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the 2nd
decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.
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(2) The denominator used in computing the average value includes all
households in the decile group concerned.
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Government’s one-off relief measures

5.8 In 2021, the Government rolled out various
one-off measures to relieve people’s financial burden.
Estimating the effects of these measures on the household
income distribution in Hong Kong could reflect the actual
economic position of the households in full.
Nonetheless, the analysis presented in this Chapter only
covered those one-off relief measures implemented in
2021 that could be reasonably attributed to households.
These measures included:

(i)  Disbursement of $5,000 electronic consumption
vouchers to each eligible person;

(i) Rates waiver for four quarters at $1,500 per
tenement for first two quarters and at $1,000 per
tenement in remaining two quarters;

(ilf)  One-off tax rebate of 100% for both salaries tax and
tax under personal assessment with a ceiling of
$10,000;

(iv) A subsidy of $1,000 to each residential electricity
account;

(v)  Additional half month of Comprehensive Social
Security Assistance, Old Age Allowance, Old Age
Living Allowance and Disability Allowance;

(vi) One-month rent waiver for public rental housing
tenants;

(vii) Electricity Charges Relief Scheme commenced in
2019;

(viii) Programmes under the Community Care Fund such
as “Subsidy for Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance Recipients Living in Rented Private
Housing”, “Special Care Subsidy for the Severely
Disabled” and “One-off Living Subsidy for Low-
income Households Not Living in Public Housing
and Not Receiving Comprehensive Social Security
Assistance”;

(ix) Granting cash subsidy to persons engaged in
selected industries through Anti-epidemic Fund,

(x) Paying examination fees for school candidates
sitting for the 2021 Hong Kong Diploma of
Secondary Education Examination; and

(xi) One-off extra allowance to recipients of the
Working Family Allowance and Individual-based
Work Incentive Transport Subsidy.
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5.9 In overall terms, each household, on average,
received extra monthly social benefits of $1,920 from the
Government’s one-off relief measures implemented in
2021. The amount of extra social benefits received
increased when moving from the lowest decile group to
the highest decile group. This was closely associated
with the socio-economic characteristics of various decile
groups. Households in the higher decile groups
generally paid more salaries tax and lived in private
residential flats with higher rateable value and therefore
benefited more from the tax rebate and rates waiver.
(Table 5.4)

#5.4 2011 £F ~ 2016 £} 2021 S-S540 R VRIS 0S8 A R BCRV B ML & 1 E R 234
Table 5.4 Distribution of average extra social benefits allocated per month by decile group®,
2011, 2016 and 2021
2011 2016 2021

RRSISIEKEE (arig=iE= RR=ISIEKEE TEFrAEER SEHE A EATAES
HEEf@ Gt FHEN HEEA® CET) FRENE HEEr® G FHE
Average extra ARSM L ETRFIAELARR Average extra ML EEFILEEIN Average extra HIMLEIEFIZEERN
sy am amount of social fbE amount of social EbE amount of social tbE
T benefits allocated Share of benefits allocated per Share of benefits allocated per Share of

Decile group per month® (HK$) total extra amount of

social benefits
allocated to all

month® (HKS$) total extra amount of
social benefits
allocated to all

month® (HKS$) total extra amount of
social benefits
allocated to all

households households households
per month per month per month

F— () 1,120 6.5% 370 4.2% 1,240 6.4%
1st (lowest)
F- 1,270 7.4% 480 5.5% 1,330 6.9%
2nd
F= 1,380 8.0% 380 4.4% 1,470 7.7%
3rd
gt 1,480 8.6% 370 4.2% 1,600 8.3%
4th
Rl 1,630 9.4% 400 4.6% 1,760 9.1%
Sth
VN 1,750 10.1% 520 5.9% 1,850 9.6%
6th
Bt 1,880 10.9% 640 7.3% 2,030 10.5%
7th
CAN 2,070 12.0% 980 11.2% 2,280 11.9%
8th
EVIN 2,280 13.2% 1,760 20.1% 2,670 13.9%
9th
1 (EE) 2,380 13.8% 2,850 32.6% 2,990 15.6%
10th (highest)
& 1,720 100.0% 870 100.0% 1,920 100.0%
Overall

g () BEFESENESHERBENREES (MR
REFFRBAZSD © H—E+F B a1
EFHEE AL TEMES > {85 45
BFEESEE RS HEE A Z R ES - 4
IEE2EHE -

SRR BRSO ERINR A
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2

~

Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of domestic
households, ranked by original household income. The Ist decile
group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the 2nd
decile group covers those falling between the 10th and 20th
percentile, and so on.

(2) The denominator used in computing the average value includes all
households in the decile group concerned.
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Total social benefits

5.10 Total social benefits allocated are obtained by
summing up education benefits, housing benefits, medical
benefits and Government’s one-off relief measures
allocated. Households in the middle decile groups were
allocated with higher social benefits on average in 2021.
Households in the 10th decile group were allocated with
the least social benefits. (Chart 5.2)

5.11 In general, there was a notable increase in the
average benefits allocated across all decile groups
between 2011 and 2021. This was in line with the
Government’s increased spending on education, housing
and medical services, and Government’s one-off relief
measures. (Appendix AS)

5.2 2011 4 ~ 2016 4R 2021 £EF7+S5y4H AR A4 A B Tt g Em]
Chart5.2  Average social benefits') allocated per month by decile group, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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Average social benefits allocated per month (HKS$)
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Note : (1) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing and
medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
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Post-tax post-social transfer household
income

5.12 Post-tax ~ post-social ~ transfer  monthly
household income is estimated by adding the total social
benefits allocated to and deducting tax payments from the
original monthly household income. The average
monthly post-tax post-social transfer household income
was $49,750 in 2021, which was higher than the average
original monthly household income by 10.9%. The
social benefits were more concentrated among lower
decile groups. The ratio of average post-tax post-social
transfer household income to original household income
reduced progressively when moving from the lowest
decile group to the highest decile group. (Table 5.5)

5.13 The implementation of Government’s taxation
and the abovementioned social transfer measures helped
redistribute income from households at the upper end of
the income distribution to households at the lower end.
In 2021, the percentage share of the highest decile group
decreased from 35.0% to 34.2% after taking into account
Government’s policies on taxation, social benefits
provided in-kind (including education, housing and
medical) and Government’s one-off relief measures. On
the other hand, the percentage share of the lowest decile
group increased from 0.9% to 1.1%. (Table 5.6)
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5.5 2011 4 ~ 2016 4R 2021 £S5y 40RO HI L BRAR BARFIER Ok P EHBRA
Table 5.5 Average post-tax post-social transfer® monthly household income by decile group®,
2011, 2016 and 2021
2011 2016 2021
PRI AR (EPEEALER VERREFERE ASPEEAE S IR SR (BPEEARER
BEFFABRA FHEWANESTE BEFBHBA SFHERANE ST BEFEABRA FHWRANESTE
s 4R ] GBI Percentage to GBI Percentage to (7T Percentage to
Decile group Average post-tax ~ average original ~ Average post-tax ~ average original =~ Average post-tax ~ average original
post-social transfer monthly post-social transfer monthly post-social transfer monthly
monthly household income monthly household income monthly household income
household income household income household income
(HK$) (HKS) (HKS$)
F— (&) 6,100 282.4% 6,750 238.6% 9,020 385.4%
1st (lowest)
£ 11,420 175.3% 12,930 162.6% 15,350 197.4%
2nd
F= 15,460 152.7% 17,570 144.9% 20,200 161.1%
3rd
EAUY 19,660 139.8% 22,450 134.8% 26,140 145.0%
4th
E£H 23,880 129.8% 26,910 123.2% 32,990 137.5%
5th
VN 28,320 121.7% 33,000 116.6% 39,400 125.4%
6th
Bt 33,910 115.1% 40,270 111.7% 47,770 117.7%
7th
AN 42,060 110.4% 50,040 107.3% 59,440 111.9%
8th
Ew) 55,530 104.1% 66,290 102.6% 78,300 105.4%
9th
F (e 125,470 92.3% 151,460 92.2% 168,860 91.5%
10th (highest)
&i 36,180 109.2% 42,770 106.6% 49,750 110.9%
Overall

R () SEHEENEESHERENREXS (MR
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10th and 20th percentile, and so on.
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Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of
domestic households, ranked by original household income.
The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
percentile, the 2nd decile group covers those falling between the

(2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing
and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
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#&5.6 2021 FE+ESHEB ORISR AE SR BRA KRB KAEFEEOREFERRAETS
Pkl
Table 5.6 Percentage distribution of original monthly household income and post-tax post-social
transfer® monthly household income by decile group®, 2021
Rl FEAEFFHBA PR B MER R EF AU
D ) 1 Original monthly household income Post-tax post-social transfer monthly
ectie group household income

B (k)
1st (lowest)

o

B
2nd

Spse —

g
3rd
|
4th
BH
5th

=N

7N

6th

o

7th

CEAN

8th

Fh

9th

Et (=)
10th (highest)

PN
o

Overall

0.5% 1.1%
1.7% 2.6%
2.8% 3.9%
4.0% 5.2%
53% 6.7%
7.0% 8.2%
9.0% 9.9%
11.8% 12.2%
16.6% 16.1%
41.1% 34.2%
100.0% 100.0%

R (1) BE+ SR EEEEEENREES > 57510 Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of

JEAAE WA FAEF RS 1R S U AHR - domestic households, ranked by original household income and
B+ s A B RS E E S i TR E post-tax post-social transfer household income respectively.
P B E T E R E RS E A EE The 1st decile group includes households falling below the 10th
S Z PR - AR - percentile, the 2nd decile group includes those falling between
the 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.
(2) aEMEYERENEN (BERE - BFEKE (2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing
) KRB —RIMEAT &G - and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief
measures.
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6. Income Dispersion
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6.1 The Gini Coefficient (GC) is more
widely-known among the various measures of the degree
of dispersion in income distribution. It is defined by
referring to the Lorenz Curve (which is obtained by
plotting the cumulative percentages of household income
against cumulative percentages of number of households,
starting from households with the lowest income). The
GC, which takes a value between 0 and 1, is obtained by
taking the area between the Lorenz Curve and the line of
equality and dividing it by the total area under the line of

equality.
6.2 In general, the higher the GC, the more the
disparity it implies. It should be noted that GC measures

the income dispersion but not the income level. There is
no direct relationship between the extent of poverty and
GC.

6.3 Household  income
employment earnings, and its level hinges heavily on the
and whether the household has

The Government’s

mainly  comprises
household  size
economically active member(s).
various redistributive measures also affect the actual
income a household receives. The post-tax post-social
transfer GC based on per capita household income of
economically active households thus represents the most

relevant aspect of the income distribution situation.

6.4 Discounting the impacts of demographic
structural changes (including shrinking household size and
increasing prominence of economically inactive
households), the GC based on post-tax post-social transfer
per capita monthly household income for economically
active households was 0.376, down by 0.026 and 0.023
from 0.402 in 2016 and 0.399 in 2011 respectively.

(Table 6.1)

6.5 If not discounting the impacts of increasing
prominence of economically inactive households, the GC
based on post-tax post-social transfer per capita monthly
household income for all domestic households was 0.397,
down by 0.023 and 0.017 as compared to 2016 and 2011
respectively. (Table 6.1)
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6.6 HEBWZE  ®EZMHIALR
AR BEEFREANNZ TR E RS
o BAAZITHE S &EANRENT
AN BHERIE > FENUWAEZEBE AR
26 F 9 5E BLAE R ORI R SRS Bh AT 5 AV UL A
ARy R

6.7 WA A K H TIESN NS E
FUWRAMEREZE ' SHEFBZEFLR
EEEFAAOFPRHRAGRENEE R
REAEE - Rk EAERER > FENE
e Z% & 0376 - Birfos (2021 £ ) Y
0385 % -

6.8 12 R Sl = N I N = 2 T 7 el
AN AR A B BE 28 > £ 2021
FHIE T R 0.466 - FFEEEAYE % BT L
RAEAENERH WA ZENZE -

6.6 It should be noted that Hong Kong is an open
economy with a strong agglomeration of service sector
activities which are highly developed and well diversified,
employing workers with multifarious experience and
skills.  Given this nature, income disparity in Hong Kong
tends to be greater than those places with a much greater

preponderance of manufacturing and agricultural
activities.
6.7 Singapore publishes GC based on household

income from work per household member!, which should
be largely comparable to Hong Kong’s GC based on per
capita income for economically active households. On a
post-tax post-social transfer basis, the GC of Hong Kong
was 0.376, similar to that of Singapore, at 0.385 (in 2021).

6.8 On the other hand, the Mainland of China
publish GC based on per capita disposable income. The
figure in 2021 was 0.466. It is worth noting that the
figure does not account for the effect of social transfers on
income disparity.

1

Singapore Department of Statistics. Key Household Income Trends; available from

www.singstat.gov.sg/find-data/search-by-theme/households/household-income/visualising-data/key-household-income-trends
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6.1 2011 £ ~ 2016 452 2021 F2EMZE 4R
Chart 6.1 Lorenz Curve, 2011, 2016 and 2021
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R (1) ERDEYPAREREN (BREAE - BER Note : (1) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing

B ) BB — AT SR - and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
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%6.1 2011 ££ ~ 2016 £ 52 2021 FFERBLRE

Table 6.1 Gini Coefficient, 2011, 2016 and 2021

2011 2016

2021

LIEEN i

(32 NP R () %R e HRAGTE)

Gini Coefficient
(based on per capita post-tax post-social transfer(!
monthly household income)

iR EEEA®

Economically active households®

FrEREERFEF
All domestic households

0.399 0.402
——

+0.003

0.414 0.420
N AN

0.376

-0.026

0.397
J

Y

+0.006

Y

-0.023

R (1) EEUEYARMTEN (BEEE - BER
R ) R — AT G I -
(2) EBELEEHEFEREREESA (FRINESE
LS ZOF R BB EE) -
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Notes : (1) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing
and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.

98

(2) Economically active households refer to domestic households
with at least one member (excluding foreign domestic helpers)

being economically active.
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Definition of Terms in Chinese (in order of number of strokes)

THESRN IR T RIS R SRR TR S St

Number in square brackets indicates the corresponding reference number for Definition of Terms in English
(1) A (Population) : 52F5 (14) ¥ "FEAO - [28]

) +E5r4H5] (Decile group) : +E 4 FIRIELUAIEFHYIE - 775 10 (EHSFHEMEESE (BFIOEF
WA BI—fEEER] - B4 EERRY 10% - WA TRl SRR AR 2/ DERs% 5 B 10
o ATV EME - [3]

3) Tfe AL (Working population) : 552F% (33) H " &BEEHF S - [35]
(4) i (Age) : FE (A ANHAERAEECEER - BEHDEFEFERSE - [1]

() TP LB (Median age) © BUR ALY EHAY TR » AR S0%IEEF 2 | THERHY 50%
FEEFHRZT - [17]

(6) Bz (Percentile) : (553 (25 4CBIRFFHRY & 0 By— E{EAHZAERIRVEER & (FIOEFYA) AyHEH
—0r o EPEEEREER 1% - B E T RSB R P10 - i ir8EiEs 50 {1 5 o Ay ikl
EaC ks PS5O > ANRLEHE - [27]

() 7% (Industry) : fE NCIEERFIRY 7 RN > 2358 LIERRE EZEEBENR] - AT AERITEAVSETE
7o HoBURDL T EEEAETEM 2.0 i, REATRE @ B2 2016 S A IS8R AT 08
[F] o AT BTG R EfEAVEE T ¢ [14]

G5 (Manufacturing) - AATSEERE DB SULERTTE - WEAEL - WY E EAH PR pORT E A
FE AR E) ~ SRR — At [F USSR - ATSRE G R TR s AR R s i Y SR P4
BERIRE - RTENPIT A RMEBIEHE - BORBIESE ~ EIRSE « BT EmBUEE -
HVERE R 22585

&5 (Construction) © KATEEFEMFF e TR TREMY— il i R HPTR IS EE) > NUiE L
12~ BhE ~ R RIUE ~ R THIIRE ARG E TG KRR R S TR BN AT 4 - AT
SEHIPI T AR TREE - DARTRE - RV R RESE) - R - BERIRES -

T ~ #ZRFESE (Import/export, wholesale and retail trades) © FATHEETESFEE AL
#BNEFE (IPAKUEEENHEE ) MIHErE MR - b8 N FE TR m &Y i
BIZFF - ATENFITFEELOE 55 - e RTEXE - /NRE -

iy~ B~ FIRRFEPERE S (Transportation, storage, postal and courier services) * BITE
BIFEEESRRS ~ A~ 7K bR zE sl T 2R At BHEN E ARV B i > DU R BhES)
WL ~ 150H ~ (FHE - YR - BF - BBUCEIES > JNVEREEDE IR E R A SN B
BRI E BV ERRHEE - AT A R S sE - K LS - 22E - G5 KiEE
FHENIR TS 2E ~ BB RIRVEEN S -

1FIEREZEBREH (Accommodation and food services) : AAT /B FEFEHE M EIRE TIR
B B TEEIEERH - KMTENFIFAEE - EEEMRE -~ HEEE - HIEH
JET ~ mnEEE S

BN R FEFE (Information and communications) - AAT3E R ERRE S LA SnH TR f 88 1T
DR SR A BRER AT iE S A o B RN 70 INVEFEERE R - EERHUEE) - BRI K
HMEIRBIEE) - AMTROBITHECE - B REGERE - Bk - BANREREE - B
AR -

el R (g~ (Financing and insurance) - AAT GGG RARES EWHENEE) (BEREES
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FOBRES) - FrABENES) - AHER A ~ (556 ~ B RH MG T AVEERE ART
% o KTENFITHERIT - IWERERAE - Rl ~ S7E0RS - BT -

i~ BEER IR (Real estate, professional and business services) ' A{TsE%E (F)
P B A MR EE) - () BOR BB R el DA SR F A A8 S R il Ry (5 A S R (AR 1Y
g1 K (N) FERETRE e ONESIRZBREREEF) HEEEN S G R
fiL - RATHENPI AR ESRE - MEKL LM - HEREEM - BETYHER - graiptsE
PR~ BT - RERATY R M ERTF R - BEE R TSHEAE - BFIRGEHEE) - kK
TR~ IRE R EEES) - BV K IR AR EE) - BER - WAETER TR -

INIEFTIRE ~ 2B~ NIFE R R 7 1% %) (Public administration, education, human health
and social work activities) = AITEGTEEUNFITEUERE ~ 78¢5 618 FIHE T8 Stk & BUR AU
T DURHERF AP RIL 2 IV AL - RITHEINEFE TR FR M SR E s SIS B
AL R F R E N FA R R TAERIEIE BN - RATENGI A BUFIR - Bl R EMEER
B MG AL - BB S ORiBARTS - s ~ RIS -

FRIEH B RIGAMZTE (Miscellaneous social and personal services) ' A{TEAIEAINE K FHE
G ®) ~ SL/ES) ~ RIEE) - lBEEE) - WL FEEE) - DU EIEE A IRBEEIE A HY
AR EIED) - AATENERAZENEF R ERBEE) - AMTENGTHESEE K EYE -
FRELEE ~ B T0 - SRR - BUBKHRE - A RREM G (PIRADIEMER) B4R - 7%
WRRHZF TS ~ A R ERGERE - REEF LS -

Hft (Others) - EE 23 ~ MEFORE |~ T RBRBRGE |~ "B RIRRMIE - T BAOKH
FE& 5K ~ BEEVIEE RO SR aRRES K o FTH o RORRA TSR e B A A e -

(8) £ A% (Household size) : {5REFEFTHIALEHE - [13]

9) FEFE4HE (Household members composition) : {1:/7 1k B4H & ZARE L PR BHVFERE RS -
HEFA > £t 18 BRRLLERE (R BHKFER 18 sl TRE (BERE) fVH - BRER
& - SMEFPKREMESWOT - [12]

—5 65 FHRLLFFEA (One adult only aged 65 and over) : {£F7 N WA —Z BB 65 5L
At e

%565 gERLLFEA (Two or more adults aged 65 and over) : {FFNBWZELLE 65 5% KDL
EAL—EREE -

—% 65 FFLUTHA (One adult only aged below 65) : (£ R AH—BIEAT 65 s T AL -

ZZ A (FEEEE65 gERLLE) (Two or more adults (not all aged 65 and over)) : (FFENE W
HE LA B 18 R A (HIESER 65 kR PA ) At e

— SN (One adult and child(ren)) © (EFNHE—% 18 Bi bl E BV —F 18 5%
DU AERFIE -

25k A H 7 E (More than one adult and child(ren)) : (EFPNAEWSELL E 18 5L E A+
BIR/DA—44 18 LA AL[EHE »

(10) EHFEBEWA (Monthly income from main employment) : ¥ g5k 5 & EEE KR - B2
bre 2 B SR T T B SE B RTRSAIUL A » B e B2ER - HIEFE1E 2 TIEFTREI M 25U A - EtEiE
BE ~ fEAL ~ < ~ IIPEERRE - FBEERRE - /N R AR R AL (HRNEREFELTCAL N ERE - 2011 & -
2016 5 2021 FRrELeET 0L 2011 42 6 A ~ 2016 4F 6 A K 2021 45 6 MU AGTE - [23]

(1) H X BB A B8 (Median monthly income from main employment) : 5 5 F R UG A AT —
FEEIE » S0%M TEALD CREREERRERES) HEZEBREWA SN EET  mHEER 50%HY £ 2
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)
(17)
(18)

FWABRERT - F2E% (10) H " FAEERSERA - [20]

HMIREUWA (Other cash income) : 55K HIHEUA ~ BB RAIE ~ /L FHBKE - RIBFEE - 47
Bt G RERD) - SRS Ml SR AR T SRR - iIEAE A LERSG TR
I ~ ZERIAEIRED ~ FERSRREEAL ~ DU ARy 55 B AL A Sl S A ~ AR
fb ~ B AHRR AV BUR R G R BURF LU SR A - ZRE %2 BT RTR 2 ~ B0 B~ 3 - BRU
AREE BRI AARETRAERN < 2011 4 - 2016 5 2021 FRracesHr 5L 2011 4 6 7 ~ 2016
6 AR 2021 F 6 HALAGTE - [26]

[EFTHEHE (Tenure of accommodation) : f5{(EFHUERALFEER - SHBMERWT © [32]

HE & A E B (Owner-occupier, with mortgage payment or loan repayment) -
EFHEA R EALAVERE - W B BB R IS E EER -

& » JEE AR EEE#H (Owner-occupier, without mortgage payment and loan
repayment) (X FHEA EBEALRYERE » (HEZHR0Z BB g B RAE SR -

2/ (Sole tenant) - (X [EJEFHIRAI N LA BMEEA G E - A 0H > BANtgaHAt
IS -

Z# (Co-tenant) - F{EELEA_EAIEF SRR ERY AR AT A LAH B AL E(E -
. (Main tenant) : 35 A &R AIRRAY A A R EER AL - MAE > BRAL A T HARES -
=/ (Sub-tenant) - (£ FEFE—BA AL AR EE -

FEXHE (Rent free) A{EFREARUNERE (FmEGEEELERE) B EinERE R4
[EFTEIEF -

HifET#E# (Provided by employer) - BiJEE{L F{E PR BRI(R EFTHEMHE - TREFEIREEIL AR
ERMBRARIES - {E5E (e EHEAt R BT AT EEE - R E L] -

% A0 (Hong Kong Resident Population) : Z& ACEFE " HEER 1 T AFER - T EEER
TR L « (—) EREZZmm 6 AN > EEEEA 3 (HH  EERERZI > %17 6 {E
AN EHEEERD 3 HENEEKAMER > NmERERZIMMESEEEE & (Z) REVERZ]
SHEFEBNEEIEAAMERE - R E TEERE ) WEEKAMER » WM ESERZ] 2 /iR 6 {E
AW fEEEE R 1 ([HAEDR 3 @A - NEHEEERZI 2 %0y 6 (PN > EEEE RV 1 EAHED
3 A N ERERZMMEESEEE > giAeEh "RBER, - [11]

IR EL R EEfEF (Economically inactive household) : 55 2 (£ FAFRIMNERE (R T4h » FrARKE
IR ES) (FIURR AL RIS - mIEEEE RATA 15 AT AL) - 552F%E (33) |
TEEEE T o [7]

EE{ES (Elderly household) : JSFTA (E PR BT 65 B LIS «  [9]

MERIELSR (Sex ratio) : BMH BT T4 o PEfEEIR - [31]

FESER (Type of housing)  J5 (&R R B FT BRI - %5 BT R RS B (B 1
B TRIAOAT » AT ¢ [34]

LB E (Public rental housing) * EEFTA NVETEFREENL - AEMHEREEA AT
HEEZEY (FEY) MoRBEAMTEFREEN  DREEFRERSG (Fih) AyHHEAm
RELEEETEINTHEERAL -

BHE EEPTFE (Subsidised home ownership housing) - GFEFTH &R E AL - EEHHIER
frEfEFZGHETENELY  FEERERE - LASEER - PEARREFEE - v[HTE
SHEIFIEAEETENEA BT EHE - ROBEEEHENEhHEFEHEENE

2021 A 1% 25 102 2021 Population Census
FREMEHS  BEOERRASTE Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
BERITERE BUSYstER Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



RO R R R Definition of Terms in Chinese

(19)

(20)

(21)
(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)

fi » DR HRFE L EFETEREA - IEAHTSEEZER THEARREFETE/
MASRER A A EE ] ER B HES ] (EER G SO R E#HY
Bz (AERES =Mt EBr R SESCCRMENEA) R ALAETERA - WA EMHEE
B ERLA -

HAFKANESFE (Private permanent housing) - SIEFTE RN ETEL ~ FrERIEE E&E#
AR - A SO SRESAY) MR DRFEETLES - AAFTZEAaERAT
LR FEE AN BT ERNEN LR EREREMN (AR TEEEN
BEAL)

JEEEHf7E (Non-domestic housing) - EFEFTAIFETHETNNET BRI K ATA HER A
AT B -

EiFEfEE (Temporary housing) © BIFERTA EEIS EFEEAr -

Bf R e R = E A (Post-tax post-social transfer household income) : 53 F2% H{HIxR
JE(¥ P A WA B £ R B RTS8 annT#H B ~ Y25 - 22 eI s B I0 L PR B IS 14 EY)
AVt &R BN —RYEAT R - B2 EE (24) H "REFFERWA ) f1E 34) H "#utg
@Fl,  [30]

BRI {EFWA (Post-tax household income) : f5{: 525 H {305 (X = & AU ABEE PR AT
SRONRERT R - PIER ~ ZmAIHAEEE - H2EF (24) H "REERFSABA - [29]

EA&EFUWA (Original household income) : 8155 (24) 15 " FESEEEHWA ) MHE - [25]

KEEER (Domestic household) : —BEEAE—#E K SATEFBAIAL > M ZFA—ERHER% -
HCEBZHAEEBENALIRE /—F > Bl THEAER - GE  REEFREVA KB FEDE
ER - AARBERNEFIERFERRERES - ) [4]

FEEFFIAE (Average domestic household size) - FHEREF: A AL - SHEIVARERERE
FARIACREERUREEFREE - [2]

FEEFSH WA (Monthly domestic household income) : 5= Fhk S 19480 A (CBEEMFIEEFTE TAE
JERHVE B A KA EUA) - 2011 £ ~ 2016 £ 5 2021 FEATECEE AL 2011 42 6 H - 2016 4 6
AR 2021 4 6 AU AGTE - [21]

KEEESHWATAE (Median monthly domestic household income) : {3545 H U A —FE 1S
{8 o S0%MEFHARIRERET - THER SO%MU AEIEET - BAEEE 0 WEFIMEETEZ
W E2ES 24) H TRETEFERKA .- [18]

XEXEEAEBRERXRREEEZ (Monthly domestic household mortgage payment and loan
repayment) : 5t HEAHEEREETFTERA AIRETFR 2021 £ 6 H{y hHEFT (e ia itk
FSASEERCE - BERE 1 - B - BEEFEEHAM A RIE 0 S E T B AR ARG & E
HIFOHE - (H N EfEZE ~ iH - K& - B - JRNEE - EEEKEHEE T ANEEEIFRETEFRE
XTSRS EERK o [22]

XEFLEAEBESRRESER T8 (Median monthly domestic household mortgage payment
and loan repayment) : ZXFE(Y P15 H S IR S B AT —EN9HE - S0%EH A BEAIEE G E
FEAAIRET P A HEF TR S EER S EE T - MHER 50% M AEER 1Y
B R B BB RN ER T - HEEEFRE BEEF 0BRSS EZHE 0 (AR EIER
FE (¥ PR S N AR R R B EE R RPN EEES RN - 552 EF (26) H 'REAFSAK
Bt fEEER - [19]

RELEEEEE (Economically active household) : $55FE (X F NIRIMNEREF TN E VA | ZKE
RBELFEH) - /52 ES (33) H T EEEHE S - (6]

BELE (Gini Coefficient) : HFEUASMIVEEZ — - B ERE MR - [10]
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(30)  HHERE (Educational attainment) : SE Rt HE L RREERIZE © (8]

(a) REHEERE (Highest level attended) : {525 & EF EEBREN R E KV Ao
fth, A GSERZIIE - sHRBEEER - REMEIEZE - ARV B —(E24E - B
ERFEERA T AGE (NEEEE G RETIMAIEEN B AT ) > DU
s aEREHL R ETEF -

(b) R SERERE (Highest level completed) : 15573 FH LAz (B B SR & = B H K
o ANEmftl S A AR R BB o A EREIEAERE - HIZASD B —(E 22
£~ BIEEREERA A (FMEEEENE REEMAVIERA 2 W5t ESRE)
PR R Bl Ba ERRHZ R

BERRE T
FZ# B (No schooling) - IS A EHTBTEZGRIRMN AL -
Ei# & (Pre-primary) * GG 4HHERE K450 LHEER ©
NEE (Primary)  BIEFTA/INEHT— R RFER
#JF (Lower secondary) * EIfEFTE FEHT—E=F4

/&4 (Upper secondary) * EiERTA "PEZEEE2MHIHT U 2 T8 FORr R HIIAY T 2 S R 4R ek F] 25
R BT E]FOESUBLI R TEREEHE -

HEEE (& EZE) (Post-secondary (diploma/certificate)) : GiEFTARENSE,
BIRENS R EEE SR, HERE REGEYRNEETEEBER R T2
HEAEsl s 2k HEH 2 RIAE2ER R RS SURR
SR FEESENEL T REISERIE E IR R EMSUR, EEEE IR

H LEE (GZHr#RFE)  (Post-secondary (sub-degree course)) : F4E K52/ WZEG S5
e E SR BESUR RIS RIRB e NEEE b L E SR
2~ R EIZEEGEINHMAZIERA RS - B T2, HAUE ESGEE iy e L
BmmdasEsSPCUR BECER BIE LRI EEREI R - HME 2R
GRSl BHESUR EIRRIR BEF SRR - BARRERE (FIEBH
BT BVIRRAEE - ELIISIERALRE - TR SR AL SRS R BRI E TSR -

B LHE (SHIHEFE) (Post-secondary (degree course)) : GUHEAMN R IEAH e E+
R T N PR E e ey P o
(31)  BEHAL (Labour force) : FH2EE (33) 1 EIEHES - [15]
(32)  BEHADILEER (Labour force participation rate) : (£FLCHHERN AL (EIZEHALL) 15 15 FRLLEA
CIAGEER] - [16]
(33)  @FHEBSS (Economic activity status) : A CTTT#15 5 TSRS AL, (EIBHIAC) & TIER
HUPSEB AL, WAKE - [5]

LT E) A [T (Economically active population) : EFEFEN T (BITIEAL) REEA
e

TAEANCHERE LN RO 15 BRI EAL : () FEACISERTHY 7 RIVAREELIE
BRECHEN AR 2 (Z) FEAOEERY 7T KRANA— IR TE - TIEAORIEHES 77

(Employment status) #1575 :

2021 A 1% 25 104 2021 Population Census
FREMEHS  BEOERRASTE Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong

EFARSITERE BUSSETERE Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



RO R R R Definition of Terms in Chinese

S (Employee) - RJRHU T ~ sz ~ s ~ NEBEYRITAEE (RAL
BB ) LA - EFEREMEL ~ SN TASCHRENES -

fEL (Employer) - (ARG IER Wk EIG K Bk UM e i T0F - &/ (e —
AR ETAEHIA

HEEFE (Self-employed) - (EFARLFEFS / MhSERT Ry R HUF B 2 F iy 0 -
WA e A B2 @R AR -

HEB R /EER A (Unpaid family worker) - Jy /5 B 5 i 246 1 TAF (B A e
A TREIEREAL - WA EfERE AR S AEE -

EHA [T (Unemployed population) © KA B 15 sl EAL (B FEACEERIT 7
KWL > B B EEEETI A TAE - (2) HFEAOSERAY 7 KA T
E5 K () fFEAOEERAY 30 RNAEHRZTIE -

(5F + AOEE /AN COEET ATV RSE A LR B R R YR - BRI RGE - 1
W FEFUESRSERF > B F A AR R TE > DU R IERER S TE - AO%EE/dil
AT AR EHEER SN RETTRE R TAF - B RO M e R 558 A IR DU 2
15 Rl AR TR RIRE © fETR SRR - A BB BUS Rt RE T &G
EFFETRE ) B RIRE - NOEE PHEIACERETREFE R FEAN DR ARINE £ 22 A
PR TESBEOREE AL ) (B8N A L) » 28 AR N R ARS8 ALIAHRK - )

FEIEHLTTEEENA [T (Economically inactive population) © ¥5E NG RHIRY 7 KGR ALIR
WTAERIA » (EAREFEIEZ T RNIEEREFIZZERI A « B R AL ~ BEEREE - TS
KFTA 15 AN ALRIEHEEA -

FHEXR 4 (Home-maker) - NS FET ARSI -

Jr i (Unpaid carer) - ZASERHIREUR A S AL (BERIIFEE - BENFR
FLHIAL) BN -

4 (Student) - FEBERCHEEE 2 HAERIEAIA (B0 2021 FEAOEEN S - BAERHEE
2021 fF EAEREEE HHERERA > S ACEE (B 2021 4 6 H) ZIRHYSRFHE
FiEEEHHERE) - HE ~ ER3EIMESEREHEIFIEAMRE SRR EZE - WAL A &R
Y7 RN TAERY ARG ARLE] - FERER AR AE RSB A L > BOL BRI
AR -

BIRA 1= (Retired person) © DIFiA TAE - (EIRFEZMIHEE TIERA

HOFF 482 (Of independent means) : SEJE By 5T TAERI A » fFI0AS T @ (R 5E0L
o f#E - EWEEEUEEE -

HAM I FEZCITEN A+ (Other economically inactive person) = HAth A7 53 AT EE 4K
FEENA L - WIEZEF B TS  URAEEREEEM AR T ES0ZAKRE T/E
I »

(34)  #E+tEIEF] (Total social benefits) : F5{E (= I ECBUN A — R 4T EHE M R VIV AR E - FE
(REEAEHERR) MBS T mbe AV EFRGEsE - [33]

(35) W3 (Occupation) : 1E A EFTHI7 RN ZHEHFTIEER TAEED - 7£20164F I A CI4RET5 EAE
2021 NI E S R TORTHIIE U705 - (2 R T BIPRERERSE  BUR 200848/ | - Ky )5 &
{EHEEER - ATIA201 148 A L SRR B 0y LA A D ARHYEHE IR E g mfhst - 2R
Y EZLH I/ R AR E T ¢ [24]
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#EE (Managers) - RIEILAR S - BUNERE & ~ JNEIEET « F B E S R AT B ~ RsEIRES
SCPE ~ ATEUACEE ~ P EE R IGACHE - BUSSRACH] - HUESRACH - (L R g ASH - B ERR)
R ps e - SRR aEH - B - TS ~ BRI sREHEE -

NS (Professionals) - BFEEETHI A EAT - TIEEEAR - B4 - FEilE L R HAREE
BENE (BIAGEMeEs - 258 - SER0ED - Bt - BB ) ~ 380 - RE R E L2 - 212
B R AT ZER NS ~ KRN ~ SeatAl - SOREN © SRR IR - R ERREBE R
DA~ HEREHEEANRS -

A E A 5 (Associate professionals) - BIE TR E ~ 8UEEE - @EEE - S5l LK
HirBEEEipHEAE (TS - fcgEs - A E) - AR A - BEIH - GatiiHE -
LS E ~ (REEEEM AR E - Bl SOoEs T A & ~ i e ~ [TE R BRL
F - CEIRAEE BRI A B - 1 TIEBNE - f2hT - TRIENSE -

XZZLIEA A (Clerical support workers) - BFE—fEHFAE & ~ Gt LHEL LA ~ A
=2 HUTHEER - BEE PR E - BEERES

MRFERHEAN S (Service and sales workers) < EFEGHE A& ~ iRIEARS B K CE R ~ BIET - (F7E
4 - THEZAT - SEAAD - [EAGEM T/EANER - LEHBEEERAE - 1% TIEAB KZENEH -
BFREZE - #Him TEANES -

TE#RAHAA (Craft and related workers) - WEFEFARITHETA ~ BER T REHS -
BES BT NS L B AR - M EET S B B ERTE T A - BT -

15 RIEESEEES REN S (Plant and machine operators and assemblers) * G5 &) KA fHEL
iR IRE S - BB EE S -

FEREHI T A (Elementary occupations) - BFEFEEL ~ FETANFEB LA ~ B EFHFIHE
EEMEEES -

B SERAE T A RABE S EN TR (Skilled agricultural and fishery workers, and occupations

not classifiable) < BFEFESEE T ~ BEIFR T ~ FEET A ~ RERFHAVBCE R REPE A B0 2 -
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Definition of Terms in English
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Definition of Terms in English (in alphabetical order)

FIHESR N HIE T Ry b SR R R AR R R R

Number in square brackets indicates the corresponding reference number for Definition of Terms in Chinese

(1) Age (£E#5) : Age is the number of complete years a person has passed since birth. It is derived from
month and year of birth. [4]

2 Average domestic household size (FEEFFEGAE) ¢ The average number of persons per domestic
household. It is calculated by dividing the total number of persons who were living in domestic
households by the total number of domestic households. [23]

3) Decile group (+Z434H5]) : A decile group is a proportion of a set of data (e.g. household income)
that has been ranked and divided into 10 equal groups, with each group comprising 10% of the estimated
population. An income decile group is the division of the population ranked by income into 10 groups,
with each comprising the same number of units. [2]

4 Domestic household (ZfEFF) : A domestic household consists of a group of persons who live
together and make common provision for essentials for living. These persons need not be related. Ifa
person makes provision for essentials for living without sharing with other persons, he/she is also regarded
as a household. In this case the household is a one-person household. (Note: A domestic household
must have at least one member who is a Usual Resident. Households comprising Mobile Residents only
are not classified as domestic households.) [22]

5) Economic activity status (&% EE1.54>) ¢ The population can be divided into two main groups,
economically active population (i.e. the labour force) and economically inactive population as follows :
[33]

Economically active population (#5485 75%#) A1) :  This comprises the employed (i.e. the
working population) and the unemployed.

The working population refers to persons aged 15 and over who should (a) be engaged in
performing work for pay or profit during the 7 days before the Census; or (b) have formal
job attachment during the 7 days before the Census. The working population can be
distinguished by the employment status (7347 ) as follows:

Employee (&) : A person who works for an employer (private companies
or Government) for wage, salary, commission, tips or payment in kind.
Domestic helpers, outworkers and paid family workers are also included here.

Employer (g7 ) : A person who works for profit or fees in his/her own
business/profession and employs one or more persons to work for him/her.

Self-employed ( 5 &1F:£2%) : A person who works for profit or fees in
his/her own business/profession, neither employed by someone nor employing
others.

Unpaid family worker (#HFRE#3#5S ) : A person who works for no pay in
a family business is also considered as employed. Food and lodging and
pocket money are not counted as pay.

Unemployed population (%3 A7) : Refer basically to persons aged 15 and over who
should (a) have not had a job and should not have performed any work for pay or profit
during the 7 days before the Census; (b) have been available for work during the 7 days
before the Census; and (c) have sought work during the 30 days before the Census.

(Note: Estimates of the unemployed based on population censuses/by-censuses are likely
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to have a lower degree of accuracy. This is because the measurement of unemployment
isnot simple. For instance, in identifying an unemployed person, account has to be taken
of a person’s availability for work and whether he or she is actively seeking work. A
large quantity of temporary field workers were employed to undertake the enumeration
work in the population censuses/by-censuses, and they could not be expected to have a
full understanding of the labour force framework and the required skills in asking
screening questions, particularly those on the activity related to work seeking. Studies
on unemployment should therefore be primarily based on the data of the General
Household Survey conducted by the Census and Statistics Department. Inclusion of the
questions for identifying unemployed persons in the population censuses/by-censuses
mainly serves to complete the enumeration of the entire economically active population
(i.e. the labour force). This is because the economically active population is composed
of the working population and the unemployed population.)

Economically inactive population (FE{#FEZ5ZE) A7) :  This comprises persons who have
not had a job and have not been at work during the 7 days before the Census, excluding persons
who have been on leave/holiday during the 7-day period and persons who are unemployed.
Persons such as retired persons, home-makers, unpaid carers and persons aged below 15 are
thus included.

Home-maker (#FEZEZ) @ A person who looks after the home without pay.

Unpaid carer (#ERIZETZ ) : A person who is engaged in unpaid care to family
members or other persons (including persons with chronic diseases / disability and
old/young persons).

Student (£4 ) : A person who is studying full-time in educational institution (as for
the 2021 Population Census, students refers to those who had been studying in the first
half of 2021 and would continue to study full-time in the academic year after the Census
[i.e. June 2021] ). Persons who are self-studying, or studying informal courses in
miscellaneous training institutes or studying evening courses and were not working during
the 7 days before the Census are also included in this category. Student workers are
classified as economically active persons and are not included in this group.

Retired person (3E/fA+) : A person who has worked previously but is not currently
working because of old age.

Of independent means (#57/7432%) :  Aperson who does not have to work for a living.
The cost of living is generally borne by rental receivable, savings, investment returns or
remittances.

Other economically inactive person ( H i FE¥FEi82%F# A + ) : Economically
inactive person not elsewhere classified, e.g. unpaid religious worker and person who
cannot work or do not seek work because of permanent sickness or disablement.

(6) Economically active household ({EZEEEEFHHESE) : This refers to a domestic household with at
least 1 member (excluding foreign domestic helpers) being economically active. Please see Economic
activity status in (5). [28§]

@) Economically inactive household (FEfEELEEEMF:Z) ¢ Economically inactive household refers to
a domestic household with all members (excluding foreign domestic helpers) being economically inactive
(e.g. retired persons, home-makers, unpaid carers and those below the age of 15). Please see Economic
activity status in (5). [15]

(8) Educational attainment (ZFFE%E) : This comprises the highest level attended and the highest level
completed. [30]
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(a) Highest level attended (FSEtEZE ) : Highest level attended is the highest level of
education ever attained by a person in an educational institution, regardless of whether
he/she had completed the course. Only formal courses are counted as educational
attainment. A formal course shall be one that lasts for at least 1 academic year, requires
specific academic qualifications for entrance (except sub-degree/degree/postgraduate
courses offered by the Hong Kong Metropolitan University) and includes examinations or
specific academic assessment procedures.

(b) Highest level completed (FE52f2E ) ¢ Highest level completed is the highest level
of education completed by a person in an educational institution, regardless of whether
he/she had passed the examinations or assessments of the course. Only formal courses
are counted for the highest level of education completed. A formal course shall be one
that lasts for at least 1 academic year, requires specific academic qualifications for entrance
(except sub-degree/degree/postgraduate courses offered by the Hong Kong Metropolitan
University) and includes examinations or specific academic assessment procedures.

Educational attainment is classified as follows:

No schooling (F#(Z#;%& ) : Including those who had never attended a formal course.
Pre-primary (£57#;% ) : Including all classes in kindergartens and child care centres.

Primary (/)2 ) : Including Primary 1 — 6 in all educational institutions.
Lower Secondary (#/77) : Including Secondary 1 — 3 in all educational institutions.

Upper Secondary ( & ") : Including Secondary 4 —7 of old academic structure,
Secondary 4 — 6 of new academic structure or equivalent in all educational institutions,
Project Yi Jin/ Yi Jin Diploma and craft level.

Post-secondary (diploma/certificate) ( 2 L # E ( X #& & Z ) ) : Including
diploma/certificate courses in Vocational Training Council / Clothing Industry Training
Authority / Construction Industry Council / Metropolitan University / School of
Professional and Continuing Education of UGC-funded Universities / former Polytechnics
/ other statutory or approved post-secondary colleges / other colleges providing
post-secondary courses / former Teacher Colleges / commercial schools, nurse training
courses / dental training courses / distance learning courses / other courses at
diploma/certificate level.

Post-secondary (sub-degree course) (Z L& (52777 )) : Including all higher
certificate / higher diploma / professional diploma / associate degree / pre-associate degree
/ endorsement certificate / associateship or equivalent courses in universities / Vocational
Training Council, other sub-degree courses in universities funded by University Grants
Committee, higher certificate / higher diploma / professional diploma / associate degree /
pre-associate degree or equivalent courses in former Polytechnics / other statutory or
approved post-secondary colleges, higher diploma / professional diploma/ associate degree
/ pre-associate degree or equivalent courses in other colleges providing post-secondary
courses, sub-degree courses in the Education University of Hong Kong (former Hong Kong
Institute of Education), sub-degree level nurse training courses / dental training courses,
distance learning sub-degree level courses and other sub-degree level courses.

Post-secondary (degree course) (2 | #HE (Z{y:f#)) : Including all first degree,
taught postgraduate and research postgraduate courses in local or non-local institutions.

9 Elderly household (E3&{¥XF) : Household consisting of all members aged 65 or above. [16]
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(10) Gini Coefficient (BYE48;) : Itis one of the measures to examine the distribution of income. Further
information is at Technical Note A. [29]

(11) Hong Kong Resident Population (JE3# A1) : The Hong Kong Resident Population at the reference
moment covers “Usual Residents” and “Mobile Residents”. “Usual Residents” refer to two categories of
people: (1) Hong Kong Permanent Residents who had stayed in Hong Kong for at least 3 months during
the 6 months before or for at least 3 months during the 6 months after the reference moment, regardless of
whether they were in Hong Kong or not at the reference moment; and (2) Hong Kong Non-permanent
Residents who were in Hong Kong at the reference moment.  For those Hong Kong Permanent Residents
who were not "Usual Residents"”, they were classified as "Mobile Residents" if they had stayed in Hong
Kong for at least 1 month but less than 3 months during the 6 months before or for at least 1 month but
less than 3 months during the 6 months after the reference moment, regardless of whether they were in
Hong Kong or not at the reference moment. [14]

(12) Household members composition ({:FEE4H &) ¢ Household members composition is derived with
reference to the age of members in the households. It shows the structure of the household in terms of
the number of members aged 18 and over (termed as adults) and the number of members aged below 18
(termed as children). The different categories of household members composition are as follows: [9]

One adult only aged 65 and over (—% 65 pERL{ [/ A ) : A household comprising one
person aged 65 and over living alone.

Two or more adults aged 65 and over (27 65 gERLL LA ) :  Ahousehold comprising two
or more persons aged 65 and over living together.

One adult only aged below 65 (—# 65 gEL{ /4 A ) : A household comprising one person
aged between 18 and 65 living alone.

Two or more adults (not all aged 65 and over) (54 (FEEE565 Ll L)) @ Ahousehold
comprising two or more persons aged 18 and over (but not all aged 65 and over) living together.

One adult and child(ven) (—&pE A £1572 ) :  Ahousehold with one person aged 18 and over,
living together with at least one person aged below 18.

More than one adult and child(ven) (26 A #1157 ) : A household with two or more
persons aged 18 and over, living together with at least one person aged below 18.

(13) Household size ({XF= A#8) : Household size refers to the number of persons living in the domestic
household. [8]

(14)  Industry (f7%) : The major activity of the establishment in which a person worked during the 7 days
before the Census. The classification adopted for statistics on industry in this report is modeled on the
Hong Kong Standard Industrial Classification Version 2.0. It is the same as that adopted in the 2016
Population By-census. The brief descriptions and coverage of the industrial sectors of this industry
classification are given as follows: [7]

Manufacturing ( #4742 ) : This industry sector includes the physical or chemical
transformation of materials, substances, or components into new products. Substantial
alteration, renovation and reconstruction of goods are generally considered to be manufacturing.
Also included in the industry sector is specialised repair and maintenance of industrial and
commercial machinery and equipment. Examples of this industry sector are food product
manufacturing; wearing apparel industry; printing industry; manufacturing of electronic
products; and repair and installation of machinery and equipment.

Construction (#7#Z5) : This industry sector includes general construction and specialised
construction activities for buildings and civil engineering works. It includes new work, repair,
additions and alterations, the erection of prefabricated building structure on the site and also
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construction of a temporary nature. Examples of this industry sector are building construction;
civil engineering; building services installation and maintenance activities; and decoration,
repair and maintenance for buildings.

Import/export, wholesale and retail trades (47~ #z7ZRZEEZ) : This industry sector
includes wholesale and retail sale (i.e. sale without transformation) of any type of goods, and
rendering services incidental to the sale of merchandise. Wholesaling and retailing are the
final steps in the distribution of merchandise. Examples of this industry sector are import and
export trade; wholesale and retail trade; and peddlers.

Transportation, storage, postal and courier services (Efy - E/#E ~ BB R IFERFEFE) :
This industry sector includes the provision of passenger or freight transport, whether scheduled
or not, by rail, road, water or air and associated activities such as airport, terminal and car park,
loading and unloading of freight, storage, and postal and courier activities etc. ~Also included
are sightseeing transport and renting of transport equipment with or without driver or operator.
Examples of this industry sector are land transport; water transport; air transport; warehousing
and support activities for transportation; and postal and courier activities.

Accommodation and food services ({FiFREZEEMRF %) . This industry sector includes the
provision of short-stay accommodation for visitors and other travellers and the provision of
complete meals and drinks fit for immediate consumption. Examples of this industry sector
are hotels; guesthouses and boarding houses; restaurants; bars and lounges; and coffee shops.

Information and communications ( ZFAR # iz ) : This industry sector includes the
production and distribution of information and cultural products, the provision of the means to
transmit or distribute these products as well as data. Also included are broadcasting,
communications and information technology activities, as well as the processing of data and
other information service activities. Examples of this industry sector are publishing industry;
radio and television broadcasting; telecommunications; information technology services; and
news agencies.

Financing and insurance (2R 7= ) : This industry sector includes financial service
activities, including insurance and pension funding activities, and activities to support financial
services. Also included are the activities of holding assets, such as activities of holding
companies and the activities of trusts, funds and similar financial entities. Examples of this
industry sector are banks; investment and holding companies; insurance; security brokerage;
and fund management.

Real estate, professional and business services (HE + HHERZFG#H%) : This industry
sector includes (a)all real estate activities, (b)all activities requiring a high degree of
professional training, and serve users with specialised knowledge and skills; and
(c) establishments mainly engaged in performing various support activities for the day-to-day
operations of other enterprises (some also supporting households). Examples of this industry
sector are real estate development; real estate brokerage and agencies; real estate maintenance
management; offices of lawyers, accountants, auditors, architects, surveyors; advertising and
market research companies; specialised design activities; travel agencies, security and
investigation activities; cleaning activities; office administrative and support activities.

Public administration, education, human health and social work activities (2 NE7T7H ~ Z0E
NFEFEEMER T 58 ) : This industry sector includes government administration,
establishments engaged in formulating and implementing the economic and social policy, and
units maintaining public order and safety. This industry sector also includes establishments
mainly engaged in the provision and support of education and training and establishments
mainly engaged in providing human health care and social assistance. Examples of this
industry sector are government services; educational institutions and other establishments
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(15)
(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

engaged in educational and training services; medical and health services; elderly homes; and
welfare institutions.

Miscellaneous social and personal services (FEZEERIFAAZE) : This industry sector
includes creative and performing arts activities; cultural activities; betting activities; sports,
amusement and recreation activities; and all other services activities including personal services
activities. This industry sector also includes activities of households as employers of domestic
personnel. Examples of this industry sector are libraries and museums; theme parks; fitness
centres; religious organisations; political organisations; repair of personal and household goods
(such as motor vehicles and computers); laundry and dry-cleaning services; beauty and body
prettifying treatment; and domestic helpers.

99, ¢

Others (Af) : Including such industries as “Agriculture, forestry and fishing”; “Mining and

quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply; sewerage, waste management and
remediation activities” and industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.

Labour force (&) A) : Please sce Economic activity status in (5). [31]

Labour force participation rate (&) A 1283 ) : The proportion of labour force in the total
population aged 15 and over. [32]

Median age (4F@H{rE) : The average age so calculated that 50% of the total number of persons
were above that age and the other 50% were below it.  [5]

Median monthly domestic household income (ZEEFEHUWAHTfrE) : The average monthly
domestic household income so calculated that 50% of the total number of domestic households had
incomes above that figure and the other 50% had incomes below it.  Zero income households are included
in the calculation. Please see Monthly domestic household income in (21). [25]

Median monthly domestic household mortgage payment and loan repayment ( ZZRE{E 54 H xRt
KRAEEERTALE) ¢ The average monthly mortgage payment and loan repayment so calculated that
50% of the total number of domestic households owning the quarters they occupy with mortgage or loan
paid more than that amount and the other 50% paid less than that. Households with zero mortgage
payment and loan repayment by household members (i.e. with mortgage payment and loan repayment by
non-household members only) are excluded in the calculation. Please see Monthly domestic household
mortgage payment and loan repayment in (22).  [27]

Median monthly income from main employment (&H FERBZEU A TArE) : The average income
from main employment so calculated that 50% of the working population, excluding unpaid family
workers, had income above that figure and the other 50% had income below it. Please see Monthly
income from main employment in (23). [11]

Monthly domestic household income (FFEMFSFHEHUA) ¢ The total income (including earnings in
cash from all employments and other cash incomes) of members of households. The amount recorded
for 2011, 2016 and 2021 refers to the income for June 2011, June 2016 and June 2021 respectively. [24]

Monthly domestic household mortgage payment and loan repayment (RER: /R FBERRES
#B|xx) :  This is the amount paid by a domestic household owning the quarters it occupies with mortgage
or loan on mortgage payment and loan repayment on its accommodation in June 2021. It includes
payments for first mortgage, second mortgage, home equity loan or some other special payment schemes
in order to redeem the quarters occupied but excludes payments for rates, government rent, water,
electricity, gas, telephone and management fees. Mortgage payment and loan repayment paid by
non-household members are also excluded.  [26]

Monthly income from main employment (£ H FZERBZUA) ¢ For employers or self-employed
persons, this is the amount earned excluding expenses incurred in running their main business. For
employees, this is the total amount earned from their main employment including salary or wage, bonus,
commission, overtime allowance, housing allowance, tips and other cash allowances. New Year bonus
and double pay are excluded. The amount recorded for 2011, 2016 and 2021 refers to the income for
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June 2011, June 2016 and June 2021 respectively. [10]

(24) Occupation (B ) : This refers to the kind of work a person performed during the 7 days before the
Census. A new occupation classification scheme was introduced in the 2016 Population By-census and
fully adopted in the 2021 Population Census, which follows “International Standard Classification
Occupations 2008 (ISCO-08)” more closely. To facilitate comparison, a backcasting exercise was done
to re-compile a set of figures on the distribution of working population by occupation for the 2011
Population Census in this report. The brief descriptions and coverage of the major groups of this
occupation classification are given as follows: [35]

Managers (#6#7) : Including legislators; senior government officials; foreign diplomats;
managing directors and chief executives; business services managers; administration managers;
sales and marketing managers; manufacturing managers; construction managers; supply and
distribution managers; information and communications technology service managers;
professional services managers; school principals; hotel managers; retail and wholesale trade
managers; etc.

Professionals (23 A &) : Including accountants and auditors; engineering professionals;
medical doctors; registered nurses and other healthcare professionals (e.g. registered Chinese
medicine practitioners, dentists, pharmacists, midwives, veterinarians); lawyers; university and
post-secondary college lecturers; school teachers and other teaching professionals; actuaries;
statisticians; economists; financial and investment advisers; software and applications
developers and analysts; social and religious professionals; etc.

Associate professionals (#/Z#A 5 ) : Including engineering technicians; manufacturing
and construction supervisors; enrolled nurses and other healthcare associate professionals (e.g.
dental assistants, dispensers, postnatal care workers); law clerks; actuarial assistants; statistical
assistants; securities traders; insurance consultants and underwriters; information and
communications technology technicians; real estate agents and property managers;
administrative and specialised secretaries; inspectors and similarly ranked staff in disciplined
services; social work assistants; photographers; chefs; etc.

Clerical support workers (X Z5# A 5) . Including general office clerks; accounting and
bookkeeping clerks; personal secretaries; bank tellers; client information workers; storekeepers;
etc.

Service and sales workers (JRER#EAS) : Including salespersons; travel attendants and
guides; cooks; waiters; barbers; beauticians; personal care workers; rank and file staff in
disciplined services; child care workers and teachers’ aides; building security guards; transport
workers; etc.

Craft and related workers (T ZR A A S ) : Including building and related trades workers;
machinery mechanics and repairers; electrical, electronic and telecommunication equipment
installers and repairers; bakers and other food processing workers; tailors; etc.

Plant and machine operators and assemblers (5 RIEHEIFSRZENS ) :  Including food
and related products machine operators; drivers and mobile plant operators; etc.

Elementary occupations (FE#Z#Hi T A ) : Including domestic helpers; cleaners and labourers;
food preparation assistants; messengers and deliverers; etc.

Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and occupations not classifiable (@35 T AR

REE7 27 ¥ ) ¢ Including vegetable farm workers; gardeners; fishery workers; and
occupations unidentifiable and inadequately described.

(25) Original household income (FEA{EFUA) : This is the same as Monthly domestic household
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income in (21). [21]

(26) Other cash income (HAIREULA) ¢ This refers to income generated from rent income, dividend and
interest, regular/monthly pensions, insurance annuity benefits, Comprehensive Social Security Assistance,
Old Age Allowance, Normal/Higher Old Age Living Allowance, Normal/Higher Disability Allowance,
regular contribution from persons outside the household, regular contribution from charities, Working
Family Allowance, Individual-based Work Incentive Transport Subsidy, Public Transport Fare Subsidy,
education-related Government subsidies and other Government subsidies. Income from lottery/gambling
winnings, loan obtained, compensation, inheritances, loan payment received and proceeds from sale of
assets are excluded. The amount recorded for 2011, 2016 and 2021 refers to the income for June 2011,
June 2016 and June 2021 respectively. [12]

(27) Percentile (F43fiz) : A percentile is the division of a set of data (e.g. household income) that has been
ranked and divided into 100 equal groups, with each comprising 1% of the estimation population. The
highest value in the tenth percentile is denoted P10. The median or the top of the 50th percentile is
denoted P50 and so on. [6]

(28)  Population ( A1) : Please see Hong Kong Resident Population in (11). [1]

(29) Post-tax household income (E&#R#&{EFUA) ¢ The monthly domestic household income of a household
less the imputed value of salaries tax, property tax, rates and Government rent paid by members of the
household for the reference month. Please see Monthly domestic household income in (21). [20]

(30) Post-tax post-social transfer household income ([ Kk EFEEEZEFEUWA) ¢ The monthly
domestic household income of a household less the imputed value of salaries tax, property tax, rates and
Government rent paid by members of the household plus total in-kind social benefits and Government’s
one-off relief measures allocated to members of the household for the reference month. Please see Monthly
domestic household income in (21) and Total social benefits in (33). [19]

(31) Sex ratio (f4:R(EE®) :  The ratio of the number of males per 1 000 females. [17]

(32) Tenure of accommodation ( EFFH{ERE) ¢ The terms or conditions under which accommodation is
held by a domestic household. The different terms are defined as follows: [13]

Owner-occupier, with mortgage payment or loan repayment ( & & HiZHGHE (S EE ) :

A household which owns the quarters it occupies with mortgage payment or loan repayment for

the quarters.

Owner-occupier, without mortgage payment and loan repayment ( & & JZHIZIEIEE R (HE

#70) : Ahousehold which owns the quarters it occupies without any mortgage payment and

loan repayment for the quarters.

Sole tenant (£#4) : A household which rents the whole quarters it occupies from someone

who lives outside the quarters without sharing it with other household(s) or subletting.

Co-tenant (Z#) : Two or more households each of which rents part of the quarters from

someone who lives outside the quarters.

Main tenant ( — /% ) : A household which rents the whole quarters it occupies from

someone who lives outside the quarters and sublets part of it to other household(s).

Sub-tenant ( =/57% ) : Ahousehold which rents part of the quarters from someone who lives

in the same quarters.

Rent free (Z 7% ) : Ahousehold which occupies an accommodation free, with or without

the owner’s permission. This excludes households occupying accommodation provided by

employers.
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Provided by employer (/1 Z#Z1%) : A household which occupies an accommodation
provided by the employer of one of the household members. This also includes households
occupying quarters leased from employers at a nominal rent. If a household member uses
housing allowance given by his/her employer for renting accommodation, the tenure is not
considered as provided by employer.

(33) Total social benefits (483t &%E#]]) : This refers to total social benefits allocated to individual household
through in-kind benefits for education, housing (pertaining to public rental housing only) and medical services,
and one-off relief measures provided by the Government. [34]

(34) Type of housing ( 5E¥EAY ) : This refers to the nature of housing for the unit of accommodation. The

different types are determined based on the type of quarters of the unit of accommodation as follows :
[18]

Public rental housing (2 2 Z/FE) . Including all public rental housing units. Public
rental housing units including public rental housing flats and interim housing flats of the Hong
Kong Housing Authority (HA); and rental flats and flats under the Senior Citizen Residences
Scheme of the Hong Kong Housing Society (HS).

Subsidised home ownership housing ( E4)5 &/FHr /7 ) - Including all subsidised sale
flats. Subsidised sale flats include flats under the Tenants Purchase Scheme (TPS) of the HA;
flats under the Home Ownership Scheme (HOS), Private Sector Participation Scheme (PSPS),
Middle Income Housing Scheme (MIHS), Buy or Rent Option Scheme (BRO) and Mortgage
Subsidy Scheme (MSS) of the HA; flats under the Flat-For-Sale Scheme (FFSS), Sandwich
Class Housing Scheme (SCHS) and Subsidised Sale Flats Projects (SSFP) of the HS; and flats
under the subsidised sale flat scheme of the Urban Renewal Authority.
HOS/PSPS/MIHS/BRO/MSS/TPS/FFSS/SCHS flats that can be traded in the open market (i.e.
flats sold prior to HOS Phase 3B or flats with premium paid) are classified as private permanent
housing and are excluded from subsidised sale flats.

Private permanent housing (# Ak X F#EfFE ) :  Including all private residential flats; all
villas / bungalows / modern village houses; all simple stone houses / traditional village houses;
and all units of staff quarters. Private residential flats include all flats and apartments in
multi-storey blocks or houses built by the private sector mainly for residential purpose and all
former subsidised sale flats (i.e. those flats that can be traded in the open market).

Non-domestic housing (FE/+ZE/H/FE) : Including all units of quarters in non-residential
buildings and all units of collective living quarters.
Temporary housing (fg#7#/7) . Including all units of temporary quarters.

(35) Working population ( TfEAO) : Please see Economic activity status in (5). [3]
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A. Compilation of Gini Coefficient
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This Technical Note describes the compilation method of
the Gini Coefficient (GC). The compilation requires
income data in ordinal form. As such, changing the
categorical income variables into interval variables is
required. Details of the estimation method are contained
in Technical Note B.

As in other literatures analysing income disparity, the GC
has been adopted in this report to measure the degree of
disparity in household income because it is relatively
simple to interpret. It should be highlighted that income
alone is not a perfect tool to measure the economic
well-being of people. Rather, it provides a reasonable
proxy reflecting the economic resources available to
people.

The Lorenz Curve is obtained by plotting the cumulative
percentages of household income against the cumulative
percentages of the number of households, starting from
households with the lowest income. A specimen of the
Lorenz Curve is shown in Chart 1. For an absolutely
equal distribution of income, the Lorenz Curve would be a
line of equality. The degree of income disparity is
reflected by the extent to which the Lorenz Curve is
concave against the line of equality. In other words, the
closer the Lorenz Curve is to the line of equality, the
smaller is the degree of income disparity.
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REARAHUBZHEEMEZMGELER ZHEH The GC, which takes a value between zero and one, is
mfE (HIE — " ABC, YA R ) BRBLFEE calculated by taking the area between the Lorenz Curve

GLUTHHEmE (B " ABD, WVHEITE ) T and the line of equality (i.e. area “ABC” in Chart 1 above)
FHERE EHBEHNFO0HE 1R - HiHE and dividing it by the total area below the line of equality

B TERREFRASAEEFYE > A (i.e. area “ABD”). A value of “zero” indicates absolute
EEBEEFEAE2TFEFRFRANE—%F equality in the household income distribution, which
gy e BEE T — o AR H—EE 5 B means every household has an equal share of the total
FrAEF WA > T EAMEF RTZ YA - household income. A value of “one” means complete

disparity where one household earns all the household
income while the remaining households earn nothing.

HELE BERBIREL Mathematically, the GC can be expressed as
BY 2 2 8 = 1 §|x._x.| GC:{ 1 }zn:|x._x.|
e on2x it ! n?X it
Hf n EFRFRHHE where n is the number of households;
X BEFPHEFERA: R X is the mean household income; and
Xi B X 25 i 6l & MEEFE X; and X; are the household income of the i"
FUgA - and j™ households.
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B. Estimation Method of the Upper
Open-ended Category
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In order to preserve the data confidentiality of
respondents and uplift the response rate, data on sensitive
questions (e.g. income related question) are sometimes
collected in categorical form, with an upper open-ended
category.

The mean value of the upper open-ended category, X,
is estimated using the Pareto Curve with the following
formula :

where

X = lower limit of the open-ended category;

L1 = lower limit of the category preceding the
open-ended category;

fr = number of households in the open-ended
category; and

fra = number of households in the category

preceding the open-ended category.

In this study, the above formula is used to estimate the
mean value of the upper open-ended category for the
employment income and household income respectively,
which are then used to compute the GC.
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Background

In income related studies, when compared with original
household income, the concept of household income after
taking into account the effects of Government’s policies
on taxation and social benefits is more relevant to reflect
the economic well-being of households.  To this end, this
study makes use of the data available from the 2021
Population Census and relevant administrative
information to estimate the effects of taxation and social
benefits on household income distribution and compute
post-tax post-social transfer household income and the
corresponding Gini Coefficients. The results of two
similar studies conducted in the past using data from the
2016 Population By-Census and the 2011 Population
Census are also presented for comparison.

Unit of analysis

Expenditure on many items such as food, housing and
electricity is usually jointly shared by members of a
household. It is therefore difficult to apportion these
expenditure amongst individual household members.
Hence, domestic household (termed as household
thereafter) is adopted as the unit of analysis in this study.

A household is defined as a group of persons who live
together and make common provision for essentials for
living. These persons need not be related. If a person
makes provision for essentials for living without sharing
with other persons, he/she will be regarded as a one-person
household.
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Coverage

This study covers all domestic households in the 2021
Population Census. The post-tax household income and
post-tax post-social transfer household income are
computed at household level.

Concept of household income

In population census/by-census, monthly household
income refers to the total cash income received in the
reference month, including employment income (before
deduction of the employee’s contribution to the Mandatory
Provident Fund) and other cash incomes. For the present
study, household income based on the above income
sources is regarded as “original household income”.

Employment income mainly covers wages, salaries and
related allowances; and other cash income includes rental
income, dividends and interest, regular/monthly pensions,
insurance annuity benefits, social security allowances
(including Comprehensive Social Security Assistance, Old
Age Living Allowance, Old Age Allowance and Disability
Allowance), other government subsidies (e.g. student
travel subsidy and school textbook assistance) and regular
contributions from non-household members, etc.

The original monthly household income (MHI) is
computed using the following formula:

MHI = MEI + SEI + OCI

where

MEI = income from main employment received by all
members in the reference month;

SEI = income from secondary employment received by
all members in the reference month; and

OCIl = other cash incomes (including rental income,
dividends and interest and cash transfer from the
Government/organisations/non-household
members) received by all members in the
reference month.

The diagram in Exhibit 1 shows the relationship between
different concepts of household income in the study.
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Exhibit 1 Concepts of original household income, post-tax household income and post-tax
post-social transfer household income

FEREFBAD

Original household income®

%

Taxation

FrEIR - YISEIR - Zn FOtA
Salaries tax, property tax,
rates and Government rent

A 4

HErEr® iR ERWA
Social benefits® Post-tax household income

BE - BEKEFEE
Education, housing and
medical benefits

(+)

BUN— 4P RIS
Government’s one-off relief
measures

A 4

BREE R RIS R FUA
Post-tax post-social transfer
household income

R (D) BIREEFFEHBA - SRR TSR - Notes : (1) Referring to monthly domestic household income which includes
EEHet g - BRERFIE - A ~ JE income from work, recurrent cash social benefits, dividends and

PR E IS TIIFES - interest, rental income, regular contribution from persons outside

the household, etc.

() EIELEYREEN (BERE - FEX (2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing

B ) BN — AT S I - and medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.
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Scope of taxation and social benefits

Income data collected in the population census/by-census
only covers “money” received by a person through
employment and various kinds of transfer. In real life,
there are various types of benefits allocated to a person that
may not be reflected in the income data. These benefits
can be provided by the public sector (e.g. free education
provided by public funding), and by the private sector (e.g.
quarters provided by employers). It is difficult to
quantify all the benefits allocated to each individual in
money terms given the large number of recipients and
providers involved, and also the unavailability of data.
The scope of benefits covered in this study confines to
Government intervention provided to individuals directly
through public mechanism/institutions. The study
allocates those publicly funded benefits and taxes paid that
can be reasonably attributed to households. It does not
attempt to allocate non-social Government expenditure
such as capital works expenditure and expenditure on the
maintenance of law and order to households as there is no
clear conceptual basis for allocation; nor does it attempt to
allocate company/corporation tax to households as it
would be technically too difficult.

As far as taxation is concerned, salaries tax and property
tax paid by household members as well as rates and
Government rent by households are covered in the study.
An imputed amount of salaries tax, property tax, rates and
Government rent paid by household members is deducted
from the household income.

As for social benefits, attempts have been made in the
study to allocate an imputed amount of the benefits for
education, housing and medical services, and one-off relief
measures provided by public funding to individual
households. The imputed amount is added to derive the
post-tax post-social transfer monthly household income as
follows:
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Post-tax post-social transfer monthly household income
= MHI - TX - RR + EB+12 + HB+12 + MB+12 +
OR=+12

where

MHI = original monthly  household
June 2011 / June 2016 / June 2021;

TX = the imputed monthly amount of taxes paid by all
household members based on monthly income of

income in

individual members;

RR = the imputed monthly amount of rates and
Government rent paid by the household in
2011/2016/2021;

EB = the imputed amount of education benefits enjoyed
by members who were studying full-time in
kindergartens, primary secondary
schools, vocational and UGC-funded institutions
in school year 2010-11/2015-16 /2020-21;

HB = the imputed amount of housing benefits enjoyed
by the household in
2010-11/2015-16/2020-21;

MB = the imputed amount of medical benefits enjoyed
by all household members in financial year
2010-11/2015-16 / 2020-21; and

OR = the imputed amount of Government’s one-Off
relief measures enjoyed by all household
members in 2011/2016/2021.

schools,

financial  year

Estimation methods of taxation and social
benefits

I. Taxation

(i) Salaries tax and property tax

No data on salaries tax are collected in population
census/by-census. The amount of salaries tax paid by
each employed household member is estimated following
the calculation of salaries tax adopted by the Inland
Revenue Department but with some simplifications. As
constrained by data availability, the assessment years used
for the study are 2010-11, 2015-16 and 2020-21 for 2011
Population Census, 2016 Population By-census and 2021
Population Census respectively.
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In deriving the “Net chargeable income” for calculating
salaries tax, the household head is considered as being
qualified for selected types of deductions/allowances in
addition to the basic allowance. These include deduction
from mandatory contributions to a Mandatory Provident
Fund scheme (MPF) or recognised occupational
retirement scheme and single parent allowance. In
addition, the household head or his/her spouse is assumed
to be entitled to married person’s allowance!, child
allowance? and dependent brother/sister allowance?,
whoever has the higher income. All other household
members are assumed to be qualified for the basic
allowance, married person’s allowance, deduction from
mandatory contributions to a MPF or recognised
retirement scheme and single parent allowance.
Regarding the dependent parent/grandparent allowance?,
the household members with the highest income after
deduction of other allowances or deductions are
considered to be qualified. The owners of the quarters
are also entitled to the deduction of home loan interest®.
Owing to data constraint, the remaining allowances and
deductions such as disabled dependent allowance,
deduction from self-education expenses, deduction from
donations to charities and deduction from elderly
residential care expenses are not incorporated in the
calculation.

Salaries tax charged under progressive tax rates should not
exceed the tax charged at the standard rate on the net total
income (i.e. total assessable income after deductions but
before allowances). The salaries tax paid by the entire
household is then derived by summing up the tax paid by
all household members.
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! Applicable only if the household head is married and his/her spouse
has no income from employment.

2 Based on the number of children living together, their respective

marital status and age, and whether studying full-time if aged 18 —

24.

Based on the number of brothers/sisters living together, their

respective marital status and age, and whether studying full-time if

aged 18 —24.

4 Based on the number of parents/grandparents living together and
their respective age.

5 Applicable only to households with mortgage or loan on his/her
owner-occupied quarters.

126 2021 Population Census

Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region



Rt RN

Technical Note C

FEAEH - AOEHEfHAOGEEIAE#
EVEBRONER - WL P33 £ F &
KHEIEBRGRB LHEBKWHEWARE
T R ADEE G BN 4 ST
o AESHE —EANHEHERAZER
e A Lot - A YE > B2 W AT
FHWA - T ARG ERIAMAMEE
WABFHXMER - £FEBES - H
WA G AMEAABRKSEAYER
syl Et B o AR R R K R A -

(i) ZE 8 S st Al

ZWMERFEVERBRNKE  E&FEH
- fEREER e RS FEZSENY
EH AR EZE - S5 —HH > BAENLA
T E =BT L A, B BRI
A (pifg "EHE, ) HTAREAN (%
T) - FMAREET EBRNHERKEEE
R BT SN T & 0 DU AL E b 4 st 6y
5 F = A R -

A Zam kM HNREZREAOEE
TN DS at By B8 - 102 2= ) Sk
{8 s 5y & i fF -

2021 £ A LI 7
TN - T EPUAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Similarly, no information on property tax is collected in
population census/by-census. Therefore, the amount of
property tax paid by a property owner is imputed based on
the reported rental income. Since the rental income of a
person collected in census/by-census cannot be
distinguished from income from land let, property let and
vehicle let, it is assumed that all rental incomes are subject
to property tax.  In the imputation process, rental income
is treated either in elected personal assessment or under
property tax, whichever yields lower tax.

(if) Rates and Government rent

Rates are one of Hong Kong's indirect taxes levied on
properties.  Generally, properties in all parts of Hong
Kong are liable to rates assessment. On the other hand,
all privately owned land in Hong Kong is leased from the
Government by way of a “land grant” known as
Government lease (formerly Crown). All owners have
covenanted under Government leases to pay a rent to the
Government in return for the occupation or use of the land
leased.

The imputation of rates and Government rent is performed
based on the census/by-census data and with reference to
the information from the Rating and Valuation
Department.
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Il. Social Benefits

(i) Education benefits

Education benefits are imputed based on the average
Government subventions by school type and education
level provided by the Education Bureau and the University
Grants Committee.  Full-time students studying in
Government subsidised schools® are assumed to be
enjoying education benefits. In the 2021 Population
Census, information on school type of students studying in
was collected and the education benefits were randomly
imputed to each full-time students according to school
type by education level. In previous rounds of
population census/by-census, such information was not
collected. When imputing education  benefits,
Government subsidised schools are identified based on the
schools’ geographical area reported in population
census/by-census. In areas where there are both
Government subsidised schools and non-Government
subsidised schools, the education benefits are imputed to
households with the lower per capita household income
according to the student enrolment figure in Government
subsidised schools in the respective areas. The rationale
of this is that the majority of students studying in
non-Government subsidised schools most probably come
from households with higher household income.
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6 Government subsidised schools refer to schools with Government

recurrent subventions, including Government, aided, Direct
Subsidy Scheme, English Schools Foundation, and institutions
funded by the University Grants Committee.
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Furthermore, the eligibility of full-time students for
applying various education subsidies and financial
assistance schemes are also assessed individually using
population census/by-census data. In the 2021
Population Census and 2016 Population By-census,
information on education subsidies/financial assistance
was collected and the cash benefits were already reflected
in the original household income. In previous rounds of
population census/by-census, such information was not
separately collected and the cash benefits were randomly
imputed to the eligible students according to
administrative records. The education subsidies and
financial assistance allocated to each full-time student are
taken as his/her education benefit’.
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7 As education benefits in cash are already reflected in the original
household income, when computing post-tax post-social transfer
income, only in-kind benefits were added to the original household
income to avoid duplication.
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(i) Housing benefits

Since there is no actual transfer of payment or expenses
incurred for housing benefits for households living in
public rental housing units, a marginal analysis approach
is adopted by estimating the opportunity cost to the
Government if a public rental housing unit is leased in a
hypothetical open market, which is then taken as the
household’s housing benefits.

For each of the public rental housing units, a market rent
is imputed on the basis of the average market rent of public
rental buildings provided by the Rating and Valuation
Department. The difference between the imputed market
rent and the rent paid by the household is taken as the
housing benefits allocated to that household.

(iii) Medical benefits

By making reference to the results of the Thematic
Household Survey conducted in 2009, 2014 and 2020 (the
latest round), Government expenditure on doctor
consultation and hospitalisation services is allocated to
household members randomly according to utilisation
rates by personal characteristics (including age, sex, type
of housing and household income).

In addition, the two student medical services which have
relatively high enrolment rates, namely student health
service and dental care service, are also included in the
estimation of medical benefits in the study. Since
information on who has enrolled in the services concerned
is not available in population census/by-census, the
imputation is done randomly by making reference to the
enrolment figure of each service.

Furthermore, the elderly health care voucher scheme,
which was converted to a recurrent support programme for
the elderly in 2014, is also included in the estimation of
medical benefits in the study. Since information on the
use of elderly vouchers is not available in population
census/by-census, the imputation is done randomly by
making reference to statistics on their usage from the
Department of Health.
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(iv) Government’s one-off relief measures

Since the details on the one-off relief measures actually
enjoyed by individual households are not collected in
population census/by-census, the amount of extra social
benefits arising from these measures had to be imputed
with reference to the information collected in population
census/by-census.  Nonetheless, the imputation only
covered those one-off relief measures that could be
reasonably attributed to households.
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Appendix

s E Detailed tables
Al 2016 Rz 2021 4FE#eM: B R B 2E S Ay TAE A O Al Working population by sex and occupation, 2016
and 2021
A2 2016 R 2021 FHTERBEIEE (HRe=lEE A2 Working population by industry and educational
&) & T/EAD attainment (highest level attended), 2016 and
2021
A3 2016 5 2021 FHATHRAGEE (EEiksE A3 Median monthly income from main employment
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* AL 2016 4 & 2021 4R g VRIS TEA O
Table A1 Working population by sex and occupation, 2016 and 2021
2016 2021
] TR #H Horth #H Bt
Sex Occupation Number % Number %
£ Male A 252 964 133 206 651 11.5
Managers
HEANE 180 239 9.5 197 284 11.0
Professionals
HEHEEANE 416 728 21.9 399 327 222
Associate professionals
NEZBEBANE 165 333 8.7 158 994 8.9
Clerical support workers
MR s E A B 347 424 18.3 309 785 17.3
Service and sales workers
TERAMAR 191 774 10.1 190 250 10.6
Craft and related workers
G SRS R R R 156 608 8.2 148 327 8.3
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
R TA 189 321 9.9 179 528 10.0
Elementary occupations
TR SERNGR T RO RE S JEAIBCE 2 878 0.2 4716 03
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable
{5 1903 269 100.0 1794 862 100.0
Total
% Female st 134272 7.2 149 669 7.9
Managers
HEANE 186 667 10.1 215715 114
Professionals
HBNECEAN B 266 691 14.4 299 135 15.9
Associate professionals
XNEXEANE 367 531 19.8 343 605 18.2
Clerical support workers
MR K E A B 379 997 20.5 359 046 19.0
Service and sales workers
TEHEAMASR 17 706 1.0 18 505 1.0
Craft and related workers
G SRR R SRR 7798 0.4 9543 0.5
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FERtT T A 491514 26.5 489 196 25.9
Elementary occupations
TG TN RN RE T SRR S 1167 0.1 2019 0.1
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable
HEEt 1 853 343 100.0 1 886 433 100.0
Total
&5t Both Sexes 4K 387 236 10.3 356 320 9.7
Managers
HEAER 366 906 9.8 412999 11.2
Professionals
LIS YN 683 419 18.2 698 462 19.0
Associate professionals
XEXZEANE 532 864 14.2 502 599 13.7
Clerical support workers
IR¥s K E AN B 727 421 19.4 668 831 18.2
Service and sales workers
TEHEAMAR 209 480 5.6 208 755 5.7
Craft and related workers
TG RIS R B R & 164 406 4.4 157 870 43
Plant and machine operators and assemblers
FERT T 680 835 18.1 668 724 18.2
Elementary occupations
TR TN RN RE T SRR 4045 0.1 6735 0.2
Skilled agricultural and fishery workers; and
occupations not classifiable
HEE 3756 612 100.0 3 681295 100.0
Total

SR (1) HEtRNEBTRIRE 2021 4 ACX &R

HBE R - RS2 TR -
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Note : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the occupation

classification adopted in the 2021 Population Census. Please
refer to “Definition of Terms” for further details.
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= A2 2016 5 2021 FETEOREFEE (REEEE) $omTEAD
Table A2 Working population by industry” and educational attainment (highest level
attended), 2016 and 2021
BEEE (ReEEs)
Educational attainment (highest level attended)
173 WA = HEHE HaEst
Industry Lower secondary ~ Upper secondary Post-secondary Total
and below
WH "otk #H E%tt #H Eﬁ-}tt #H Eﬁ-}tt
Number % Number Number Number
2016
Bl 45 813 4.6 51133 4.2 45499 2.9 142 445 3.8
Manufacturing
feyviiE 151215 153 92 960 7.6 75702 4.9 319877 8.5
Construction
HEHICT - fE3E B 147904 15.0 283622 232 279102 18.0 710 628 18.9
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
g~ A~ EBROR IR S 126622 129 124890 10.2 79 576 5.1 331088 8.8
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
{18 B E R 7 146485 149 108 953 8.9 51560 33 306 998 8.2
Accommodation and food services
B BomEE 4273 0.4 25137 2.1 106 593 6.9 136 003 3.6
Information and communications
SRt R SR 7 181 0.7 58 993 4.8 178967 11.6 245 141 6.5
Financing and insurance
e - R IRASE 145986 14.8 142916 11.7 247759 16.0 536661 143
Real estate, professional and business services
ANFATE ?)’ZE NIFBE B OR M Rt 5] 60907 6.2 138981 11.3 367209 237 567097 15.1
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities
HETE € K (E AR 140704 143 191353 156 106 876 6.9 438933 117
Miscellaneous social and personal services
Hofth 8225 0.8 5816 0.5 7700 0.5 21741 06
Others @
HaE 985315 100.0 1224754 100.0 1546543 100.0 3756612 100.0
Total
2021
Bl 28 413 33 39 548 34 47016 2.8 114977 3.1
Manufacturing
feviEE S 126 706  14.5 96 538 8.4 93 792 5.7 317 036 8.6
Construction
HEHIT - L3 R B 120049 13.8 235335 204 216 118 13.1 571502 155
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
i~ B - EBRORIE AR E 106550 122 118343 103 77 608 4.7 302 501 8.2
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
{118 M iE B R 112157 129 95296 8.3 50998 3.1 258 451 7.0
Accommodation and food services
B BomE e 3750 0.4 22 806 2.0 105 163 6.4 131719 3.6
Information and communications
el bR 5752 0.7 54 553 4.7 219031 132 279 336 7.6
Financing and insurance
e - R IRSE 149856 17.2 152197 132 278590 16.8 580643 15.8
Real estate, professional and business services
AFATE ~ E - NEERIRE R TES) 62 568 7.2 141808 123 446196  27.0 650572 177
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities
ETE € K E AR 148 650 17.0 191797 16.6 111 188 6.7 451635 123
Miscellaneous social and personal services
HAh® 7782 09 5541 05 9600 0.6 22923 0.6
Others @
HaEE 872233 100.0 1153762 100.0 1655300 100.0 3681295 100.0
Total

R (D) SFERHRAVEGEEE D T EBEETE I 2.0
R By BEARIITSE T I AR

@ rHﬁtJ s TSR MEROEE ) TR
WAy~ TEIFIRRALE, - T EAOKALRE
Eﬂﬂffi m%#@LEE&/Gﬂ—:rE/D/é@J E1T
% NI SE N A B

2021 £ A LI
TRt B PRASA
ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the industry

@
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classification modeled on the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.

“Others” include “Agriculture, forestry and fishing”; “Mining
and quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply;
sewerage, waste management and remediation activities” and
industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.

2021 Population Census
Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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% A3 2016 £ & 2021 FHHTEORBERE (REpEEE) 808 H TEBERA
iz g
Table A3 Median monthly income from main employment® by industry® and educational
attainment (highest level attended), 2016 and 2021
BEEE (REEEeg)
Educational attainment (highest level attended)
o5 T B LR OB
In(/ll\lstry Median monthly income from main employment (HK$)
MR RT = HEHE g
Lower secondary Upper secondary Post-secondary Total
and below
2016
Bl 12,000 15,000 21,250 15,000
Manufacturing
feyiEE S 15,000 15,000 25,000 15,500
Construction
HEHICT ~ b3 T 11,000 14,500 20,000 15,000
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
i~ B~ EBUORIR AR E 11,600 14,000 19,500 14,000
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
EE R E e IR 10,750 12,250 13,050 11,750
Accommodation and food services
B somEHE 15,000 16,500 25,000 22,000
Information and communications
Bl bR 12,000 19,000 31,250 26,100
Financing and insurance
M ~ B R ARG 9,500 13,000 23,000 14,040
Real estate, professional and business services
NFATE ~ BE ~ NEERIRE R TES) 11,250 15,500 28,000 20,310
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities
BETETL € R (8 AR 4,210 4,210 4,210 4,210
Miscellaneous social and personal services
HAtr® 12,000 14,910 30,000 15,500
Others @
L=t 10,250 13,000 22,000 15,000
Total
2021
By 14,000 17,000 24,000 18,000
Manufacturing
JeyieE S 18,000 18,500 26,250 20,000
Construction
HEHICT - L3 R B 13,000 15,500 21,250 17,000
Import/export, wholesale and retail trades
s - A - B IR S 14,070 16,500 21,000 16,500
Transportation, storage, postal and courier services
EE R IR s 13,000 15,000 16,000 15,000
Accommodation and food services
B BomE g 15,000 20,000 30,000 26,000
Information and communications
SRl R PR 15,000 20,000 40,000 31,250
Financing and insurance
e - BEE K IR 11,140 15,000 26,000 17,000
Real estate, professional and business services
NIATE - BE - NEBRRERL TS 14,140 20,000 31,250 25,000
Public administration, education, human health and
social work activities

FETE L R A AR TS 4,750 4,750 5,000 4,800
Miscellaneous social and personal services
HAthr® 13,500 19,500 31,250 20,000
Others @
L=t 12,000 15,000 26,250 18,000
Total

A (1) SEtRANVBEE R T EERETESE 2.0
HR ) REEARHITSE M 4w -

Q) BT ORI R -

(3) Il BUEE TR - MRERORSE - T ERERAR
B BRI | T EAOKELE ; 55Kk
B - BEEVVET RS AIAE | SiTE 0 R
FRHIT TSR RS R 2 -

2021 £ A LI
TN - T EPUWAS
ERRITRE BINSEE

Notes : (1) Figures in this table are compiled based on the industry

classification modeled on the Hong Kong Standard Industrial
Classification Version 2.0.

(2) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

29, 6

(3) “Others” include “Agriculture, forestry and fishing”; “Mining
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and quarrying”; “Electricity and gas supply”; “Water supply;
sewerage, waste management and remediation activities” and
industrial activities unidentifiable or inadequately described.

2021 Population Census
Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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= A4 2021 FEHBERE (REHEEE) - SRR - WA RIS TEAOO
Table A4 Working populationV) by educational attainment (highest level attended), age group,
income groups and sex, 2021
W AZH A dEst
Income group Total
F—{8 % {8 +F 5545 s (CEYAN (i e Wl ER (e i e bl
1st — 2nd decile groups 3rd — 8th decile groups 9th — 10th decile groups
il 5 28 5 % 5 % 5 28
Educational
attainment Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
AR HWHE HHEoh BHESE BHESE BHEot WHESE HHEHBEIL HHBEIL
Age group Number % Number %  Number %  Number % Number % Number %  Number %  Number %
Ly Y
Lower secondary
and below
15-34 5168 3.0 31424 5.6 27055 23 10684 1.1 678 0.2 233 0.1 32901 1.8 42341 23
35+ 65131 38.0 176764 31.4 315634 264 213727 212 19935 4.7 3391 1.1 400700 224 393882 20.9
JNET 70299 41.0 208188 37.0 342689 28.7 224411 222 20613 49 3624 1.2 433601 242 436223 232
Sub-total
=
Upper secondary
15—34 14820 86 56961 10.1 104104 8.7 68991 6.8 3850 09 1630 05 122774 69 127582 6.8
35+ 39018 22.7 162437 289 327690 274 279865 277 59994 14.1 31790 103 426702 238 474092 25.2
JNET 53838 314 219398 39.0 431794 362 348856 34.6 63844 15.0 33420 108 549476 30.7 601674 32.0
Sub-total
HEHE
Post-secondary
15-34 27142 158 61832 11.0 220387 18.5 241433 239 66163 156 65410 21.1 313692 17.5 368675 19.6
35+ 20329 11.8 73236 13.0 199023 16.7 194201 19.2 274326 64.6 206869 66.9 493678 27.6 474306 252
JNET 47471 277 135068 24.0 419410 35.1 435634 432 340489 80.1 272279 88.0 807370 45.1 842981 44.8
Sub-total
Hast
Total
15-34 47130 27.5 150217 26.7 351546 294 321108 31.8 70691 16.6 67273 21.7 469367 262 538598 28.6
35+ 124478 72.5 412437 733 842347 70.6 687793 68.2 354255 83.4 242050 783 1321080 73.8 1342280 714
gzt 171 608 100.0 562 654 100.0 1193893 100.0 1008901 100.0 424946 100.0 309323 100.0 1790447 100.0 1 880 878 100.0
Total

HE () BETEEENRERES -

2021 H A LG

TS © FEOE WA
ERRITRE BN

Note : (1) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.
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= A5 2011 £ ~ 2016 55 2021 i HS4AR1 VB 1E ARG S H RS B AT e @@
Table A5 Distribution of tax payment per month and social benefits® allocated per month by
decile group®, 2011, 2016 and 2021
k g (BT s =P
2 7
g fr‘i?“ﬁr% Average (HKS) Share to total
ccrie group 2011 2016 2021 2011 2016 2021
FHBBZH
Tax payment per month
;ﬁt (‘1( %ﬁt)) 220 540 600 1.1% 1.9% 1.9%
st (lowes
,Z%E 220 420 470 1.0% 1.4% 1.5%
n
,3%(15 250 440 490 1.2% 1.5% 1.5%
T
%}llm 300 500 570 1.4% 1.7% 1.8%
%ﬁi 370 640 650 1.8% 2.2% 2.0%
%ﬁ? 460 850 850 2.2% 2.9% 2.6%
%}F 730 1,100 1,170 3.5% 3.8% 3.7%
%}/l\ 1,280 1,800 2,050 6.1% 6.2% 6.4%
?’;}7114 3,020 3,850 4,340 14.5% 13.3% 13.5%
%%j}; ((h%% 9 13,970 18,740 20,870 67.1% 64.9% 65.1%
ighes
”gé 1 2,080 2,890 3,210 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
vera
g H &S S rEF]
Social benefits allocated per month
'i?ﬁr(l( H%i'fﬁit)) 4,160 4,460 7,280 7.9% 8.0% 8.8%
st (lowes
;ﬁg 5,120 5,400 8,040 9.7% 9.7% 9.7%
n
gﬂgdf 5,590 5,880 8,150 10.6% 10.6% 9.8%
I
%ﬁq 5,890 6,300 8,680 11.2% 11.4% 10.5%
?Zhﬂ 5,850 5,700 9,640 11.1% 10.3% 11.6%
%ﬁi 5,510 5,540 8,820 10.4% 10.0% 10.6%
?’?}‘F 5,170 5,320 8,370 9.8% 9.6% 10.1%
'{?;Ig{}/l\ 5,260 5,210 8,380 10.0% 9.4% 10.1%
;ﬂ%ﬁL 5,210 5,530 8,330 9.9% 10.0% 10.0%
B (s 5,060 6,090 7,180 9.6% 11.0% 8.7%
10th (highest)
EE)TEf 1 5,280 5,540 8,290 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
vera
SRS EEFIRES ARG LW
Social benefits allocated per month minus
tax payment per month
?"5:(1( ﬁﬁt)) 3,940 3,920 6,680 12.3% 14.8% 13.1%
st (lowes
;E 4910 4,980 7,570 15.3% 18.7% 14.9%
n
26(15 5,340 5,440 7,670 16.7% 20.5% 15.1%
T
iﬁig—q 5,590 5,800 8,110 17.5% 21.8% 16.0%
;ﬂ%hﬂ 5,480 5,070 8,990 17.1% 19.1% 17.7%
2%?? 5,050 4,700 7,970 15.8% 17.7% 15.7%
%ﬁi 4,450 4,220 7,200 13.9% 15.9% 14.2%
%}/1\ 3,980 3,410 6,330 12.4% 12.8% 12.5%
g%?d 2,190 1,680 3,990 6.8% 6.3% 7.8%
?%j}‘l ((}fl'azf? )t) -8,910 -12,650 -13,690 -27.9% -47.6% -26.9%
ighes
gﬁ il 3,200 2,660 5,080 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
vera

i (1) BETEIENEEHEREREES (PURER
EFUAFF) » S+ 4 A FEAES +E
DALZTHER - B E - SE o E A REES T
FEZAEE 2 EEES - A -

SO on.
(2) BEUEYPRENEN (BERE - FRAE
) RBURF— RIS BT -

Notes : (1) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of domestic
households, ranked by original household income.
group covers households falling below the 10th percentile, the 2nd
decile group those falling between the 10th and 20th percentile, and

The 1st decile

(2) Including in-kind social benefits (including education, housing and
medical benefits) and Government’s one-off relief measures.

2021 £ A LI
TN - T EPUWAS
ERRITRE BINSEE
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Table A6 Socio-economic characteristics of domestic households in decile group®®, 2021
e Sarzhill
Decile group
F— F ¥= EL| B EEVA £t F\ FL Ft =5
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  Overall
FEEE A 1.7 1.7 2.1 2.5 2.8 3.0 32 33 3.4 3.6 2.7
Average domestic household size (1.7) (1.6) 2.1 (2.4) (2.8) (2.9) 3.1) (3.1) (3.2) (3.2) (2.6)
14 s BRI E R e P RG] (kD)
Proportion of domestic households by type of housing (%)
NEMERERE 31.0 50.8 45.6 39.4 394 33.8 28.9 20.9 10.9 1.4 30.2
Public rental housing (31.2) (50.8) (45.6) (39.4) (39.4) (33.8) (28.9) (209  (10.9) (1.4)  (30.2)
B HEREEE 17.2 14.2 13.0 15.4 16.7 18.6 19.8 18.7 15.7 5.5 15.5
Subsidised home ownership housing (17.3)  (142) (13.0) (154) (16.7) (18.6) (19.8) (18.7) (15.7) (5.5) (15.5)
AR AEE R 48.7 337 39.8 43.8 42.8 46.4 50.3 59.3 72.5 923 53.0
Private permanent housing (48.4) (33.6) (39.8) (43.8) (42.7) (464) (50.3) (59.3) (72.5) (92.3) (52.9)
FEFT A REE D E R P EEBT (HE)
Proportion of domestic households by tenure of accommodation (%)
HE 50.7 34.0 32.6 384 41.2 47.0 52.2 57.9 64.6 67.1 48.6
Owner-occupier (50.6) (34.0) (32.6) (38.4) (412) (47.0) (522) (579 (64.6) (67.1) (48.)
GiEkER 44.8 63.8 65.0 59.3 56.6 50.7 45.7 39.7 333 31.1 49.0
Tenant (44.9)  (63.8) (65.0) (59.3) (56.6) (50.7) (45.7) (39.7) (333) (31.1) (49.0)
FIEE g it SRR i C&o) 4,670 5,000 7,000 7,450 8,500 9,500 10,140 12,000 13,600 19,000 12,000
Median monthly domestic household mortgage (4,630) (5,000) (7,000) (7,430) (8,500) (9,500) (10,140) (12,000) (13,600) (19,000) (12,000)
payment and loan repayment (HK$)
FKEFEFEHAESHUE O 2,030 1,850 2,320 2,820 2,850 3,040 3,270 3,930 10,500 22,000 2,900
Median monthly domestic household rent (HKS) (2,030) (1,840) (2,320) (2,820) (2,850) (3,040) (3,270) (3,930) (10,500) (22,000) (2,900)
EERH® BB AR A8 (B 506 213 16.2 12.3 9.8 8.0 6.9 6.2 7.1 11.0 12.9
Median ratio of housing cost®® to household income (%) (51.4) (22.1) (16.5) (12.4) 9.9 (8.1) (7.0) (6.3) (7.2)  (11.1) (13.0)

2021 £ A LI 7
TRt EAEE P WA
ERRITRE BINSEE
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Table A6 Socio-economic characteristics of domestic households in decile group®®), 2021 (cont’d)
e Sarzhill
Decile group
F— F F= F0y NN FN E o FN Fh CEnn =5
Ist 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th  Overall
FEEFHELEG (H2EL)
Proportion of domestic households comprising (%)
DN
Adults and children
— R NG B 3.5 3.3 6.5 4.5 23 1.0 0.7 0.7 0.5 0.4 23
One adult and child(ren) (3.8) (3.6) 6.7) (4.8) 2.7 (1.4) (1.2) (1.1) (1.1) (1.0) 2.7
EZADYN LI A 6.2 4.4 12.6 20.3 26.9 26.4 26.3 27.4 31.1 39.7 22.1
More than one adult and child(ren) (6.0) 4.1) (124) (20.0)0 (26.4) (26.1) (25.8) (27.0)0 (30.5) (39.2) (21.8)
HARA
Adults only
—HEA 50.5 48.7 28.4 20.0 11.8 10.7 7.9 9.0 7.8 6.3 20.1
One adult (51.5) (529 (304 (21.00 (124) (112 (8.3) 9.5) (8.3) (7.1)  (21.2)
EZAIN 38.6 432 52.4 55.2 59.1 61.9 65.1 62.9 60.6 53.5 55.2
More than one adult (37.5) (38.9) (504) (542) (584) (61.3) (647) (62.5) (60.1) (52.7) (54.1)
HINER B LAVESEF] (F7EE) 3.4 7.1 5.3 42 6.0 6.3 8.5 12.2 19.8 389 11.2
Proportion of household with foreign domestic helpers (%) () () (.) (-) (.) (-) (.) () () () ()
BRI E Y NIRRT (EER)
Proportion of population by age group (%)
<15 7.3 4.9 10.0 11.6 12.7 11.2 10.1 10.5 11.9 15.0 11.0
(7.4) (5.2) (@103) (@119 (13.00 (1.5 (10.3) (109 (12.7) (17.1) (11.6)
15-64 52.4 42.9 60.6 68.5 69.2 72.9 75.8 77.4 77.7 76.5 70.0
(51.4) (40.3) (59.5) (67.9) (68.5) (72.3) (75.1) (76.5) (76.2)  (73.3) (68.6)
65+ 40.3 52.2 29.4 19.8 18.1 15.9 14.2 12.1 10.5 8.5 19.0
(41.1) (545 (30.2) (20.2) (18.5) (16.2) (14.6) (12.6) (11.1) .7  (19.9)

2021 £ A LI 7
TRt EAEE P WA
ERRITRE BINSEE
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Table A6 Socio-economic characteristics of domestic households in decile group®®), 2021 (cont’d)
x|
Decile group
F— - ¥= et ¥ N Ft EIAN Eh Coan =

1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th Overall

A EREE N IR EA DS (E7ER)
Proportion of population aged 15 and over by educational
attainment (highest level attended) (%)

INE R 30.2 38.4 27.4 20.4 19.6 17.5 16.3 12.9 9.8 5.2 17.8
Primary and below (30.5)  (39.5) (27.8) (20.5) (19.8) (17.7) (16.4) (13.0) (10.0) (5.0) (18.2)
HhE2 49.3 47.1 554 57.2 56.6 53.7 50.5 45.5 38.3 29.4 47.4
Secondary (489) (459) (549) (56.9) (56.2) (532) (49.9) (445 (36.0) (23.2) (46.2)
HEHE 20.6 14.6 17.3 22.4 23.8 28.8 333 41.6 51.9 65.4 34.9
Post-secondary (20.6) (14.6) (17.3) (22.5) (24.0) (29.1) (33.7) (425 (54.0) (71.8)  (35.6)
BEN A CI2BIRG (F450E) 18.9 26.4 453 53.4 58.5 64.1 68.7 73.0 76.3 78.5 60.6
Labour force participation rate® (%) (17.1)  (22.8) (43.6) (52.4) (57.5) (63.2) (67.7) (71.8) (74.6) (74.9) (58.5)
HEZREL TS TERE8E 0.1 0.3 0.8 1.0 1.3 1.6 1.9 2.1 22 2.4 1.4
Average number of working members per domestic households (0.1) (0.2) 0.7) (1.0) (1.3) (1.5) (1.8) (1.9 (2.0) (1.9 (1.3)

TSR B Y TAE AR (E3EE)

Proportion of working population by occupation (%)

483 0.7 0.9 1.1 2.2 3.1 4.6 5.8 9.1 13.8 23.6 9.6
Managers (1.0) (1.2) (1.2) (2.3) 3.3) (4.8) (6.1) 9.7) (15.2) (28.9) (10.5)
FERLMT T A 48.4 43.7 29.6 19.7 19.2 16.9 15.0 13.9 13.9 19.8 18.2
Elementary occupations 27.6) (27.1) (23.8) (16.0) (15.3) (13.3) (10.8) (8.3) 6D 1.7 (@104
TAEADONEA FEBERAFAE® GET) 4,000 5,760 10,750 15,000 15,000 15,500 18,000 20,000 25,000 42,230 18,000
Median monthly income from main employment of working (2.810) (7,000) (11,000) (15,000) (15,000) (16,000) (18,000) (20,000) (28,750) (54,810) (19,500)
population® (HK$)
KEFEFFRRARUE &) 2,860 7,630 12,410 18,040 24,030 31,240 40,210 52,720 73,210 131,360 27,650
Median monthly domestic household income (HK$) (2,250) (7,630) (12,220) (18,000) (23,820) (30,950) (40,070) (52,040) (72,090) (130,070) (27,320)
2021 A 3% 141 2021 Population Census
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Notes : (1) Figures in brackets refer to figures of the same decile group with foreign domestic helpers

142

excluded.

(2) Each of the 10 decile groups contains the same number of domestic households, ranked by
original household income. The 1st decile group covers households falling below the 10th
percentile, the 2nd decile group those falling between the 10th and 20th percentile, and so on.

(3) Housing cost include mortgage payment, rent, rates, Government rent and management fee.
(4) The proportion of economically active population in domestic households aged 15 and over.
(5) Figures exclude unpaid family workers.

2021 Population Census
Thematic Report : Household Income Distribution in Hong Kong
Census and Statistics Department, Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
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Website

Users may download statistical publications from
the Census and Statistics Department (C&SD)
website (www.censtatd.gov.hk/en/page_1273.html).

Publications Unit of C&SD

A few past issues of C&SD publications are
available in print version for purchase at the
Publications Unit of C&SD.

The Publications Unit also provides a reading area
where users may browse through the latest issue of
various C&SD publications on display or through
the C&SD website.

The address of the Publications Unit is :

19/F, Wanchai Tower,
12 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong.

Tel. : (852) 2582 3025
Fax : (852) 2827 1708
Email : gen-enquiry@censtatd.gov.hk

Print-on-demand service

While all C&SD publications can be downloaded at
the C&SD website, C&SD provides a print-on
demand service, under which a computer print-out
copy of a particular publication will be produced at
a charge. Users may approach C&SD through the
contact information on the title page of the relevant
publications for such service.
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